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DEDICATION. 

A CCEPT, my dear Lady Franklin, these few 
-'^ pages, as the warm and honest tribute of 
deserved admiration for yom^lf and estimable 
niecej Miss Sopliia Cracroft — admiration, which 
I dehght in, in common with thousands, that 
such as you are Englishwomen; and pride, that 
a sailor's wife should so nobly have fulfilled 
her duty; for, i^ on the one hand, the name 
of Sir Jolin Franklin, tliat cliief saTis peur et 
sans Teprach^ is dearly associated with onr 
recollections of the honours won in the ice- 
bound r^ons of the Pole, your names are 
not the less so, with the noble efforts made 
to rescue, or^ solve the fate of our missing 
countrymen. 

That those sacrifices, those untiring exer- 
tions, that 2eal which has never wavered. 



Digitized by Google 



6 
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tliat hope 80 steadfast, since it is tliat of an 

Englisliwoman for her husband, that patience 
under misoonstrnction, that forgiveness for the 
sneer of jealonsy, and that pity for the mali- 
cious, which you have so ]>re-eminently dis- 
played, may yet^ by Gk>d's help, one day reap 
its reward in the accomphblmaent of your 
wishes, is the fervent prayer of 

8HERABD 06B0RN. 
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PREFACE. 

4»» 

T FEAB with the many of my doth^ my crime 

in writing a book will be an unpardonable 
one ; ihe more so, that I caniiot conscientiotisly 
declare, that it has been at the urgent desire 
of my friends, &c., that I have thus made my 
d^but. 

My motive is twofold: to tell of the doings 
of a screw steam-yessel, the first ever tried in 
the Polar regions, and by a light, readable de- 
scription of inddents in the late search for Sir 
John Franklin, to interest the general reader 
and the community at large upon that subject. 
Without fear, favour, or aflSection, I have told 
facts as they have occurred ; and I trust have, 
in doing so, injured no man. A journal must 
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necessarily be, for tlie most, a dry narration of 
fiicts ; I have, therefore, thrown in here and 
there general observations and remarks founded 
upon snch facts, rather than a dry repetition of 
them. 

To the officers and men serving under my 
oommand, I can offer no higher compliment than 
in having thus placed their severe and zealous 
labonrs before the pabhe ; and no professional 
reader who reads these Sti'ay Leaves," can fail, 
I am certain, to perceive how heavily mnst have 
fallen the labours here recounted upon the men 
and officers of the steam tenders, and Low deep 
an obligation I their commander must be nnder 
Ibo them for their untiring exertions, by which 
this, the first and severe trial of steam in the 
Arctic regions, was brought to a successful 
issue. 

The ^ Besolutes," no donbt^ will object to the ' 
round terms in which I have growled at the 
bluff-bowed vessel it was my &te and now it y 
pride to have towed so many nules in the Frozen 
Zone ; but on second thoughts, I doubt not they 
will acquit me, for they will remember the joke 
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was ouoe on their side ; and if I do not love their 
at any rate I liked tliem. 
To lieutenant W. May and Mr* ITDoiigaly 
I am much indebted for their faithful sketches. 
I fear my letter-press is unworthy of the com- 
pauionship. 

To those who may accuse me of egoticsiii in 
oonfining my remarks so much to the achieye- 
ments of my own vessel, I have merely to say, 
that in doiug so, I was best able to be trathfdl ; 
but that I am fully aware that to the other screw 
steamer, the Intrepid,'' and my gallant friend 
and colleague, Commander J* B. Gator, there fell 
an equal amount of labour ; and that to all, ships 
as well as screws, there was an equal proportion 
of hardship, danger, and privation. I should 
indeed be forgetful as well as ungrateful, did I 
here fail to acknowledge the more than kiudness 
and assistance I have ever experienced from my 
friend Mr. Barrow, a name past and present in- 
separably connected with our Arctic discoveries ; 
so likewise I have to offer my thanks, heartfelt 
as they are sincere, to those who, like Admii*al 

Sir Francis Bean&rt and Captain Hamilton of' 

I* 
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the Admiralty, bade me speed, when sineerity 
and zeaL was all I had to boast, and who dared 
to oyerlook the crime of yoath, and granted to 
seven-and-twenty'! the deference which ^^hve- 

aiid-flfty'' alone can claim. 

BlCHMONDy Feb, 15, 1852, 
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THE evils attendant on a hurried outfit and departure, as is 
the usual man-of-war custom, were in no wis<i mitigated 
in the case of the Royal Naval Expedition, fitted out at 
TVoolwicfay in 1850, to search for Sir Jolm Franklin's Squad* 
ron ; and a general feeling of joj at our departure prevaiM 
amongst nsi whan, one fine morning, ire broke gronnd fifom 
Graenhitlie. 

The " Resolute" and " Assistance ' had a couple of steam- 
ers to attend upon them ; whilst we, the "Pioneer" and "In- 
trepid," screwed and sailed, as requisite to keep compoDy. 
By dfir k of the 4th of May, 1850, we all reached an anchorage 
near Yannoutli; and the first stage of our ontward journey 
was over. 

No better proof of the good fteltng which animated our 

crews can be adduced than the unusual fact of not a man 
bein<2; missin«]!; amongst those who had originally entered, — 
not a desertion bad taken place, — -jiot a bouI had attempted 
^to quit the vessels, after six months' advance had been paid. 
Here and there amongst the seamen a balMeepy indifler. 
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ence to their work was observable. This i imputed to the 
reaction after highly sentimental farewells," iu whioh, like 
other Acesses, Jack delights ; the women having, as usual, 
done all they oould, by crying alongside, to make the men 
believe they were nmning greater risks than had ever been 
before undergone by Arctic navigators. . 
The old seamen's ditty of— 

** We sailed by FairUe, by Beachey, and DimgSness, 
XTntil th« Kortfa Fordiad ligkt in» did ne'*» 

gives a very good idea of onr progress from beacon to li^t» 
hoiis'*'. and lighthouse to headLuid, utiLil the lofty coast of 
Yorkshire sunk under the lee; and by the 8th of May the 
squadron was making slow progress across the mouth of the 
Frith of Forth. Hitherto, " all had been pleasant as a mar- 
riage bell the weather had been fine ; and we alresdy oat 
enlated oar -days of arrival at different points, as if the calm 
was to last for ever. The Cheviot Hills glittered in the 
west ; it was the kind good-bye of our own dear England. 
Hundreds of white sails dotted a summer sea : all was joyous 
and sparkling. Scotland greeted us with a rough "nor'- 
wester,'' — and away we went. Not all the king's horsea" 
could have kept the expedition together. 

The ** Resolute" and "Assistance," hauled dead on a 
wind, under close- reefed topsails, performed a stationary 
movement, called "pile-driving" by sailors, which, as the 
pilot suggested, would, if the breeae lasted, carry them to 
the coast of Hbllaud. The two steam vessels, under fore- 
and-aft canvas, drew away rapidly to windward and ahead^ 
and in spite of sll we could do, a few hours of darkness 
eflTectually succeeded in dispersing us. Accident again 
brought the "Pioneer" in si^ht of the vessels for a few 
hours ^ but the "intrepid^' found herself in Stromness Har- 
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boar, with a degree of celerity which gave rise to a racing 
disposition on the part of my gallant colleague, Intrepid,^ 
%%r&m "Pioneer/' which it took a great man/ days of oom- 
petition to decide. 

Hie^ who want exdtement had better go and beat a vee- 
ael up the Pentlaod FlTth^ against both wind and tide, I 
tried it, but shall not repeat the eiperiment ; and, after a 
thorough good sluiking in the North Sea, waa not sorry to 
find myself at anchor in blrunaness. 

The very proper and triste Sabbath of the North was 
followed by a busy Monday. The arrival of ao many gold 
eap*band«, and profoirion of gilt buttons, interfered, I fear 
materially, with the proper delivery of the morning milk 
and butter by sundry maidens with golden locks ; and the 
purser's wholesale order for beef threatened to create a fam- 
ine in the Orkneys. The cheapness of whiskey appeared 
likely to be the cause of our going to sea with a orew in a 
lamentable state of drunkenness;, and rather prejudiced me 
i^ainst Stromness ; but if it bad no other redeeming quality, 
all its fiiuHs would be forgotten in the astounding fact that 
#/i^re may be found a iaudiady with moderate prices 4uid 
really fre.sh eggs. 

As a description of this part of the world is no part of 
my task, 1 will pass over our long and crooked walk about 
Stromness ; and the failure of the good folk there to induce 
ns to trust ourselves on their ponies for a ride to Kiikwall, 
naturally limited our knowledge of the neighbourhood. 

.Vbovt' the town of Stromness rises a conical-shaped hill; 
it has, I believe, been immortalized by Scott in his "Pirate 
it had yet deeper interest for me, for I was told that up it had 
toiled dear friends now missing with Franklin. I and a kind 
shipmate walked out one evening to make our pilgrimage to 
a spot hallowed by the visit of the gallant and true-hearted 

\ 
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thit had gone Mbr# w^^and, ai amid wind and drizde wa 
aanuabled up the liUl» I pictwed to myself how, five short 
years before, those we were now in searofa of had done the 

buiiie. Good and gallant Gore ! chivalrous Fitz-James ! en- 
terprising Fairholme 1 lion-hearted Hodgson I dear De Vaux ! 
—Oh ! that ye knew help was nigh ! 

We siurmoHnted the hill — ^tbe Atlantio was before us, 
fieroa and tioubled; afiir to seaward the breakers bfoke and 
lashed themselyes agdnst the firm foymdation of the old Head 
of Hay, which loomed through mist and squall, whilst over- 
head the scieam of sea-fowl, flying for shelter, told that the 
west wind would hold wild revelry that night. 

H. JkL S. North Star," carved on the turl^ showed where 
some of her people had chosen this spot for a reoord of their 
Tiait to Orkney; we did likewise, in honour of our own bon* 
nie orsft; and then, stroUmg homeward, disooesed the proba- 
ble chances of the existence of the said " North Star the 
conclusion arrived at being that there was) more cause for 
anxiety on her account than for Franklin's Expedition, she 
having gone out totally unprepared for wintering, and with 
atrict injunctiona not to be detained : **rhomme propoee, et 
Dien dispose," 

I oould haire hugged Hie enufly old postmaster for a packet 
of 1 utters lie gave me. I rushed on board to a cabin which 
proved, as the First Lord had sagaciously remarked, into 
how small a space a Lieutenant Commanding oould be 
packed ; and^ in qute of an unpaid tailor'a bill» revelled in 
aweet imd pleasant dreama. 

The ^Intrepid" and Pioneer" rejoined the ahipa at Loi^- 
Hope ; and ray gallant comrade and f made a neck-and-neck 
race of it, showing Uiut in sLcaiiiing, at any rate, there would 
be little to choose between us ; and, on May 15th, the Arctic 
squadron weighed, and, passing out of the Fentland Firth, the 
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Dashsr'* and ^ Lightnliig*' olieered va, took oar lettera^ 
and tihe Searching Expeditioii was akme ■teeriog for Greeo- 

land. Night threw her maiitle around us ; the lonely light 
of Cape Wrath alone indicating where lay our homes. I like 
losing sight of Old England by night. It is pleasant to go to 
raat with a sweet recollection of some quiet soeoe you have 
just dwelt upon with delight^ the sinrit yeanung fi>r tbe ex- 
dtement and novdty ahead. You rise in the morning, old 
Ocean is around you : there is, to the seamen, a lullaby, say 
what they may, in his hoarse song ; and they of the middle 
watch tell how the friendly light of some distant cape gUm-' 
mered and daneed in the east^ until lost in some paasii^ 
aquall. 

Now for tiie Northwest I we ezdaimed, — ita much talked 
of dangers, — its chapter of horrors ! As g^lant Frobisbmr 

says, "it is still the only thing left undone, whereby a notable 
mind might be made famous and remarkable." As it was 
in Frobisher's day, so it is now, unless Franklin has aocom> 
{^sbed it, and lies beset off Cspe Jakan— Huid why may U 
not be sol 

MThilsl the squadron progresses slowly towards Capa 

Farewell, the ships under topsails, and the steamers under 
jury-masts and sails, we will take a retrospective view of 
what is now — 1850 — going to be done £>r the relief of 
Fianklin. 

CSapt CoUinson, with two shipe^ has gone to Behring'a 
Straita with the ^* Plover'' as a d6pdt, in KotMbue Sound, 
to &U back upon in ease of disaster. He steers direct for 

Melville Island, along the coast of N^^i th iVmerica. Capt. 
Pullen, having successfully searched the coast from Point 
Barrow to the Mackenzie River, is endeavouring now to push 
from thence, in a northerly direction, for Bank's Land. Dr. 
Bae is to do the aame from the Coppermine Biver, Gapt* 
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Penny, a iirst-mte whaling captain, with two Ihst brigi, Is 

now ahead of us, hoping to make an early passage across the 
middle ice of Baffin's Bay. He goes to Jones's Sound and 
Wellington Channel, to reach the Parry lales by a northern 
route. * 

We go with two flatting ships and two steam vessels, so 
as to ibrm separate divisions of two vessels each, to examina 
Barrow's Straits south-westerly to Cape Wslker, westerly 
towards Melville Island, and north-westerly up Wellington 
Channel. Thus no lens than eight tine ships flying the pen- 
dant, and two land parties are directed, by different routes^ 
on Melville Island. Besides these, an Amerieaii expedition, 
fitted out by that prince of merchants, Mr. 6hrtnnell, leaves 
shortly for the same destination ; and in Lady FraaUin^s own 
vessel, the "Prince Albert," as well as a craft under Sir John 
Boss, we find two more assistants in the plan of search. 

And yet. gentle reader, if you turn to the papers of the 
fall of 1849, you will find some asserting that Sir John' 
Franklin had perished in Baffin's Bay, because Sir Jamea 
Boss had found nothing of him in Lancaster Sound ! Hap|4* 
]y the majority of Englishmen have, however, decided other- 
wise; aril behold, this noble equipment! this magnificeiit 
outlay of men and material \ 

We will not dwell on the pleasures or annoyances of the 
cruise across the Atlantic, beyond stating the &ot that our 
blttil^bowed wora^^halfe, the sailing ships, &i^ broke oar 
hearts, as well as onr hawsers, in dn^ging their breakwater 
frames along in the calms ; and that we of the screws found 
our steam vessels alt we could wish, somewhat o'er lively, 
mayhap, — a frisky tendency to break every breakable article 
on board. But there was a saocy swagger in them, as they 
bowled along the hollow of a western sea, which showed they 
had good blood in them \ and we soon ftlt eonfident of disap- 
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pointing those Polar seers, who had foretold shipwreck and 
disaster as tbeir iate. 

appMunuMe of numerous seaAHidB, — ^(he Tem Mp^ 
«i«Uy, whicli do not llj fitf from landi^wamed us^ on Sun. 
day ^Mth Maj, of our fiiat approach to Greaoland^wid on tho 
the morrow we espied the picturcsf^ue shores about Cape 
Farewell. Which of all tho numerous headlands we saw was 
the ideaticai cape, I do not pretend to say ; but wo chose, aa 
wtT Cape Farewell, a remarkable4ookiDg peak, wHii a ma« 
of rock perehed like a pillar upon its orest Hie tempemtnra 
beg»n to ikll as we advanced, and warmer coals qnkkljr re- 
placed oar English clothing. 

Distant as we were from Greenland, our view of its 
southern extremity was tieeting, but sufficient to show that it 
lolly realized in appearance the most ^riking aooumnlation 
of ice and land that the mind could picture, — a land of gannt 
ihmine and misery ; but which nerertheless, for some good 
purpose, ft had pleased Providence in a measure to people. 

Had we not had an urgent duty to perform, I should have 
regretted thus hurrying past the land ; for there is much to 
see there. True, Greenland has no deep historical interest, 
but the North has always had its diarm for me. Scandi- 
aavia^ and her deeds, — the skill and intr^di^ of her bold 
VlkingB,-<-thetr colonies in Snoland, our Iceland, — their dis- 
covery of Greenland, — and the legend of the pirate Biami, 
who forestalled even the ^reat Columbus in his discovery, — 
were idl associated with thd region through wiuch we were 
now sailing. ^ 

Without compass, without chart, iiiU three centuries be- 
fore the Gi^noese crossed the Atlantic, tiie Norsemen, in frail 
and open barks, braved the dark and angry sea (which was so 
sorely tossing even our proud vessels); and, unchecked by 
teuapest, by ice, or hardship, penetrated probably as far as 
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we oolild In the premt daj. l^u^ aad mmli mora, tbioini 
• balo of Mideat renown aroimd this lonely land ; moroover, 
I had long loved Naturals handiworks, and here assuredly her 

v^ oinlers reward the traveller. Here, methought me of the 
mighty glflcier, creeping on like Time, silently, yet cease- 
lessly \ the deep and picturesque fiord pent up between precU 
ploesi huge, bleak, and barren ; the kebeig I alone a miracle ; 
then the great central desert of blaek lava and glittering ioei 
gloomy and miknown bnt to the fleet rein-^eer, who seeks 
for shelter in a region al whose horrors tlie hardy natives 
tremble ; and last, but not least, the ruins of the Scandi- 
navian inhabitants^ and the present fast disappearing race of 
the Innuit," or Eaqoimaaz, DuUard must he be who sees 
not abundanoe here to interest him* 

Flirting with the first ioe we saw, it soon appeared that 
the training of the uninitiated, like puppies, was to be a very 
formal and lengthy piece of business. Thanks to an immense 
deal of water, and very little ioe, the steamers eventually 
towed the " Kesolute*^ and the transport (aiively specimen 
of the genus), into the Whale-Fish Islands, — a group of hxsky 
islets, some twenty miles distant from the exoellent Daniali 
harbour of Godhaab on the Island of Disco. 

We did as our forefathers in anchoring at the Whale 
Fish Islands, but would strongly recommend those who 
visit this neighborhood to go to Godhaab, ra&er* Its an> 
chorage is good, communication with £urope a certainty, 
and the hospitality of the Danish residents, few though they 
be, cheering and pleasant to ship^ck wanderers. 

I f;i \ in<^ thus expressed my total dissent from those who, 
witii bteani vessels, go to Whale-Fish Isles, it will be but 
fiur for me to stay, that I arrived at this^our first stage in the 
journey to the Nor -West^ in fiur firom good humour. We 
had besn twenty-ibur days from Greeny the to Gape FaK>* 
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well, and sixteen dsys from the ktter point to our anchor- 
ige; harry being out of the question when « ikiti§ like the 
**Emma Eugenia" was pounding the water in a trial of speed 
with perfect snuffboxes, like the ** Resolute" and "Assist- 
ance." Patience and a four-d iiy to \s had at last finished the 
work: and to all our anxious inquiries about the prospe<^ 
of the season, as to where Penny was, and whether any 
intelligeDce had reached the settlements 1 not an answer was 
to be obtained from a besotted Danish carpenter, whose 
knowledge appeared to be limited to a keen idea of diangi- 
ing, under a system he called "Trock," sundries (with which 
the Danske Koeing had intrusted him) into blubber and seal- 
oil. 

After a day of ooal-dust, I landed with some others to see 
what was to be seen, and to load, as we were taught to 
believe, a boat with wild fowl. Hie principal settlement 

having been pointed out, we landed on the slope of one 
of the islands, on which a coarse rank vegetation existed 
amongst the numerous relios of departed seals, sacrificed to 
the appetites of the Esquimaux and the trocking of the Gov- 
ernor, as he was ficetiously styled. The said individual soon 
appeared, and in ^ite of copious libations of Her Britannic 
Majesty's ^ Pure Jamaica," of which he had partaken, was 
most polite and hospitable. From him I discuvcred that he 
and a cooper were the only Danes residing" here, and they, 
together with a cross-breed who did the double duty of priest 
and sdioolmaster, constituted the officials <^ Oon-Prin's 
Idands. The native population amounted perhaps one 
hundred souls : and It was in supplying their wants, and in 
affording a market fur their superfluous skins and blubber, 
that the Danes derived a profit, under a strict system of 
monopoly ; no foreigners being allowed to trade with the 
Esquimaux, and they, on the other hand, having strict in- 
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junctions to lodge every thing they do not require for private 
use, in the public store. The quantity of seal-blubber in 
store, which was equal to as much oil, amounted to nigh 
upon 100 tons; the number of seals annually destroyed 
must be enormoot: this sa/v maxk. for the industry of the 
Mtivee. 

The Eeqaimaax i^)fpesred all comlbrtable and well to do, 

well clad, cleanly, and fat. Most of them had moved for a 
while iiilo their summer lodges, which consist of little else 
tbea a seel«skiQ tent, clumsily supported with sticks. They 
weM more than snffioieotly warm ; and the number of aonla 
infaabitmg one of these lodges appeared only to be limited by 
the eirde of friends and oonnections forming a finnily. The 
winter abode->^rmed almost underground — appeared deci- 
dedly well adapted to afiurd warmth, and some degree ut'pure 
ventilation, in so severe a climate, where fuel can be spared 
only fi>r ooltnary purposes ; and 1 was glad to see that, al- 
thoogh neeesrfty obliges tin Eaqnimanx to eat of the oil and 
flssh of die seal and naonrhal, yet, when they oonld procure it, 
they seemed fiilly ali^e to the gastronomic' pleasures of >a 
good wholesome meal oif hah, birds' eggs, bread, sugar, tea^ 
and coAee. 

Their canoes are perfect models of beauty and lightness ; 
in no part of the world do we see Aem excelled in speed and 
portability — ^two Tery important qualities in the craft of a 
savage ; and in ornamental woilcmanship, the skill of bodi 

men and women is tastefully displayed. 

The clotbiiig uf the natives is vastly superior to any thing 
we could produce, both in lightness of material, and wind and ' 
wateMight qualities ; — the material, seal and deer skin, and 
entrails, manufiMstnred by the women; tlieir needles of 
Danisli mamtftotnre ; thsir thread, the deUcafee sinews of 
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aoiixialfk We gladly purchased all ve oonld abtaia of tibair 

clothing. 

Idlvery one has heard of the horrors of an Eiquiinaux 
existence, — sacking bhibber instead of roast beef, train-oil 
be'ir usual beveragOi and a seal their bonne-bouche ; the 
long gloomy winter spent in pestiii^ua faovel^ ligblad and 
wanned with whale-oil lampa ; the narrow galleiy to aa eo- 
tranoe^ along which the occupant ereepa ibr ingieia and egreaa. 
This and much more has been told us ; yet^ now that I have 
seen it all, — the Esquiinaux's home, the Esquimaux's mode 
of living, and the Esquimaux himself — aee nothiog ao hor- 
rible in one or the other. 

lilie whaler, £rom bonnie Scotia, or buay HuUi freah from 
the reooUection of hia land and home, no doubt ahuddera at 
the comparative misery and barbarity of these poor people ; 
but those who have seen the degraded Bushmen or Hotten- 
tots of South Africa, the miserable Patanies of Mahayia, the 
Euegians or Australians of our southern hemisphere, and 
remember the comparative blessings aflforded by nature to 
those melancholy specimens of the huoum £unily, will, i 
think, exdaim with me, that the Eaquimaux of Greenland 
are as superior to them in mental capacity, manual dexterity, 
physical enterprise, and social virtues, as the Englishman is 
to the Esquimaux* 

The strongest — indeed, I am assured, the only — symptom 
of the advantage of religious instruction peroaptible in the 
Greenlander, over hia North American brethcan, la in the 
respect they diow for the marriage tie, and strong aflfoctiQa 
fur their Shildren. The missionary, with this race, appears to 
have few difficulties to contend with : naturally gentle, and 
without any strong superstitious prejudices, they receive 
without resistance the simple creed of Reformed religion, 
which he has spread amongat tiiem ; and the poor Eaquimaiuc 
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child sends up its praycis and thanksgiving, in the words 
taught us by our Saviour, as eat nestlj aod OOnCldeiltly as the 
educated ofliipnng of EDglishmen. 

An old mail, whom I pressed to aoooin|Mui7 me as pilot to 
tbe Idand of Disco, dedined, under the plea that his wife was 
▼eary ill, and that |here was no one but himseff to take care 
of the "piccaninny." Interested from such proper feeling in 

the man, Dr. P and I entered his winter abode, which he 

apologized for taking us to, — the illness of his < n a sposa^ 
haying prevented him changing his residence i&t the usual 
aummer tent. Crawling on all ftmrs through a narrow pas- 
sage, on either side of which a dog-kennel and a cook*house 
had been oonstrueted, we found ourselves in an apartment, 
the highest side of which faced us, the roof gradually sloping 
down to the ground. 




AB. Gallery. t. V<(^A nnrj sont". 

B c Section of hoiue. h. Uook-liuu&o and keouel. 

The above section will give some idea of the place. 

Along one side of ihe abode a sort of bed-place extended for 
its whole length, forming evidently the fi\mily conch; for 
on one end of it, with her head close to a large seal-oil lamp, 
was the sick woman. She was at the usual Esquimaux fe- 
male's employment of feeding the flame with a little stick 
Urom a supply of oil, which would not rise of its own accord 
up the coarse and ill-ootistruoted wicfc ; over the flame was a 
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oompomid) wlddi tlio tuflfercf told 00 was medkiiie Ibr bar 

eomplaint, — ^the Theunuilisin, a Terf prwaleiit one amongst 

these people. Leaving the kind Doctor to do the part of a 
good Samaritan, I amused myself with looWng over the 
strange homo into which i had goL The man took much 
pride in showing me his family^ — consistiog of a girl and 
three line boys. His wife, he aaaured me^ was only twenty* 
eight years of age : die looked at least six-and-tliirty ; and 
he likewise, thoiigh only thirty -four, had the appearance of 
being at least ten years older. Tliey iiad married when she 
was twenty, — the usual age lur marriage, as he told me. His 
daughter, rather a pretty and alight-made girl, was very busy 
making shoes for her brothers out of oared skin. 1 rewarded 
the yputhfbl sempstress by giving her one of a number of 
dolls kindly sent me for tbe purpose by Mrs. W. of Wool- 
wich ; and could that kind 'friend have seen the joyful counte- 
nance of the Esi^uimaux child, she would indeed have been 
richly remunerated for her thoughtful little addition to my 
stock of presents. To finish my Esquimaux tale, I was next 
day not a little surprised at the &ther ooming on board, 
and giving me a small pouch which his child had sewn for 
me in return for my present. Hiis proved at least that 
Esquimaux children can appreciate kindness as well as 
others. 

The Whale-Fish group consist of a congery of islets, of 
various shapes and sizes, with deep water channels between ; 
the whole of grsnitio formation, with broad veins of quarti 
and masses of gneiss overlaying in various directions. Those 
1 visited exhibited proof of constant and, I might say, rapid 
destruction from the action of water and frost. The southern 
and south-west sides of the larger islands were of, may be, 300 
or 400 feet elevation, with a gradual dip to the north-eaat, as 
if their oreatioa had been brought about by aome eubmarine 
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agency upheaving the jprioiary rock, with an irregular foroe 1 
from the north-east. ' 

The taUert were tmt from crown to base, and frost* \ 
oraoks intmeoted one another in such a petibot labyrinth, 
that the whole mass appeared as if merely hanging together 
from ita stupendous weight. The narrow bays and bights 
with a southern aspect, where the concussion of a heavy sea j 
had had its effect, were strewn with the wreck of the adja- 
cent precipices, and progress for sportsmen along the shore, ' i 
in pursuit of wild fowl, was extremely diffieult. On the \ 
northern sidec^ these islands showed other features quite aa 
peculiar to the gladal region upon whieh we were wandering: 
there the low projecting ledges of granite were polished by 
the constant attrition of oceanic ice and icebergS| until walk- ' 

ing oyer them became barely possible, • 

I 

Jvm 18<&| 1850. — am mndi amused at the ease with ; 
which we assimilate ourselvea to new climates and new 
habits. Yesterday, my friend Dr. P and I batlied 

within fifty yards of an iceberg, the water only two degrees \ 
above freezing point ; candour must acknowledge that we did i 
not stay long; and to-night, though no Ilighlaoder in love of { 
har^Wis I found myself at midnight in the water gropiiig | 
'* for lost gun-gear, an experiment which, having escaped from 
without rheumatism, I promise not to repeat. One of my 
crew slept last night on deck with his arm for a pillow, 
although the temperature was below freezing point, and 
every one complains of heat and throws aside jacket and cap 
when making the sUghtest exertion. 

Coal-dust every where and pn erery thing. Tticeaiiant 
work from 4, A. m., to 8 or 9 o'clock, p. k., one would have 
supposed, would have induced rational beings to go quietly 
to bed when the day's work was over. It was far otherwise. 
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The novelty of constant daylight, and the effect which it always 
has upon the system, until accustomed to it, of depriving 
oae of the inclinatioD to go to roost at regular homti tokl 
upon m, and often ]uit« I £>uiid mjrarif nduning IWnn fiva 
hoiin* woHCy ehawng, alKxiting, and pulling a boal) jiul as tlw 
boatswain's mates were pipiiTg " stow hammocks !" That I 
was nut singular, a constant discharge of guns throughout the 
night weil proved, and unhnppy nights muat the ducks and 
dofekiea kave speijit during our stay. 

Not to shoot beoame, in the Aiotio sqnadroiii taDtamoimt 
lo Mly, although the proceeds of great coMimption of pow- 
der were Imt small ; neTertbekes, stoat men, who had not 
buttoned a gaiter since their youth, were to be seen rivalling 
chaniois-hunters in the activity with which they stalked down 
the lady ducks on their nests. Apoplexy was forgotten, the 
tender wife's last injunction on the subject of dry feet pitched 
to ihe winds, and rash men of five-and-forty pulled and shot 
little biffds» in leaky pants, with all the energy of boys of 
fifteen. 

Cold fingers, and ;i l*>ad of Flushing cloth on one^s back, 
are vile realities; otlierwise I could have given fancy her 
swing, and sp^t many an hour in tiie blest ideal," at the 
beantilal and novel scene which lay around ma on a lovely 
ttOinSng at one o'doek. I had jnst crossed to the noith side 
of an ishnd whioh ftces Ghreealand, and passed a qniet and 
secluded bay, at whose head the remains of a deserted roln 
told of the by-gone location of some Esquimaux fishennen, 
whose present home was shown by here and there a grave 
carefully piled over with stones to ward off dog and bear* 
AU was silent^ ensept the plaintive mew of the Arotio aaa- 
awallow as it wheeled over my head, or the gentle edbo made 
by mother oeean as she rippled under some projecting led^ 
of ice. The snow, as it melted amongst the rocks befaiiid, 

2 
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■l0l» qsletlj on to Hw in tlifoiigli « roam of ^briMokwrad 
MMs whHifc » Benty ahu H i a t i ottof pale or deKortety^intoi 
flourm allowed ^ liiimUe flora of tlie north, llie tun, 

sweeping along the heavens opposite, at a very low altitude, 
gilded as it rose the snowy crests of the uiountains of Disco, 
and served to show, more grim and picturesque, the naturally 
dark ftee of the ''Bifida Land of Lively." ^vm tfaenee 
TOiittdloliie eaa^in theftr horim, anepl the diom of Oman 
land, its glaeiera, peaka, and headbnidK all tortvred by aii» 
rage into a thousand fantastic shapes, as if Dame Nature 
had risen from her couch in frolicsome mood. Between this 
scene and my feet, icebergs of every size and shape, rich with 
fietting <^ aihrery k»de, and showing the deepeat axme thut 
or ikheat emeiald, atfewed a aiirroc4ibe aea, glowiBg wltk 
the pale pink of monihig. 

The ewlbl aQanoe waa improHife : nawiUing to hveak k t 
•at me down. 

^ I felt her presence by its ipell of miglit, 
Stoop o'er me from above^ 
Hie calm m^lMtie presenoe of &e idght, 
As of Ae one I love.** 

Saddenly a diataiit roar boomed akmg the vater anS edMied 

amoijgst the rocks : again and again I heard it, when, to my 
astonishment, several huge icebergs in the offing commenced 
to break up. A &axfol plunge of some large mass would 
alothe the ipoi hi ipi^ and iom ; a dull jrererbeiatiag eebo 
pealed on; and theiii merdy flmn the eowxMaion of the aliil 
air, piaee aflnr pieoe detaahed itaelf fiom icebafga &r aad 
near, and the work of demolition was most rapid : truly did 
Baffin boast, that he had laid open one of Nature's most \\ on- 
derfiil laboratories; and I thought with Longfeliow, in his 
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"The vast cathedral of nature is full of holy scriptures 
and shapes of deep mysterious meaning: all is yulitary and 
•ik&t there, into this vast cathedral conies the human soul 
•MkiBg its Creator, and the wufmmI tUaiioe k cbingad to 
mnd^ and tfae Bomid n luurmonion and has a mmioiB^, md 
m wmpwhmM and Mk.^ 

After roany difficulties, which called for some obstinacy 
on n^y part to master, I was allowed to go to Disco, and 
Captain Omroaney, hearing of my intention, kindly made up 
•.fttijr. Takitm one of our boats, W0 ahiiifod aa £1^11^ 
MiUi«aotvealM<«Ffea«rwl^''aBd«ta^ on Jana 21«t| «t 
9 o'clock in tlie morning. To all our in^uitias aiboui Diaao^ 
Kfederkk had bat; one reply, — ^*^by and by you sea.** Ha 
liked rum and biscuit, and was only to be animated by the 
conversation turning upon seals, or pomsieSj as the natives 
call tkw* Then indeed i^jredaiidi's face was wreathed in 
iDuleSy or fathar Ua oleaginona coafc of dirt oraakad la divaia 
diiaotiooa, hia tiay eyea twinkled, and ha deaoantad, in Ua 
hfoken jargon, upon the delight of jumue^ with fiir mora 
nnction than an alderman would upon turtle. After thread- 
ing the islets we struck to north-east by compass, from the 
northernmost rock of the group, which our guide assured us 
would aifik below Ilia horiaoB the moment of our arrival off 
Qodhmb. Ha was peilhefly ligH ^ ^ hoaia' palK 
lag and aailing wa Ibnnd onnalvaa nader a amali looboat 
house, and the islets of our departure had dipped. 

Entering a long and secure harbour, we reached a perfectly 
landlocked basin : in it rode a couple of Danish brigs, just 
arrived from Copenhagen, with stores for the settlement; and 
- on the ahoiea of thia basin, the Danish aettlament of Godhaah 
waa aitnated, a few atom, and the fosidenea of two or tfaraa 
offifliala,' gentlemen who aaperintended the aommaroial mo- 
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Bopoly to iduch I have before rofenred: a flag-«(aff and some 
liatfdonii guns formed tlie sum total. 

Landing at a namw wooden quay, dose to which natlTM 

and sailors were busy unladening boats, we ibnnd ourselves 
anjoMgst a rainbHng collection of wooden houses, built in 
Dano-Ksquimaux style, with some twenty native lodges 
intermixed. Very few persons were to be seen moving 
about: we heard afterwards that the body of natives were 
•sal-eatdiiDg to the northward. A troop of haltotfte boys 
and girls served, however, to represent the population, and 
In them the odd mixture of the Mongolian with the Scandina- 
vian race was advantageously seen. 

A Danish seaman conducted Captain O , Dr. D ^ 

and self, to the residence of the chief official, and, at the earlj 
hoor of six, we nuide a formal visit. 

His mansion was of wood, painted black, with a red hor- 
der to the windows and ixiof: no doubt, so decorated for a 
good purpose ; but the etlcct was more striking than pleasing. 
A low porch with don>>lo doors, two sharp turns in a narrow 
dark passage, — to baffle draughts, no doubt, — and we found 
oorselves in a comfortable room with Herr Agar smoking a 
dgar, and gaily attired to receive us. Hie ** Herr^ spoke 
but little Encrlish ; we no Danish: however, the quiet and 
reserved manner of the good northern did not conceal a cer- 
tain kindness of whidi he soon gave us hospitable proof ; for, 
on acceding to his oflbr of a little 0(^ee, we were surprised to 
see a nice tidy lady— his wifo, as he informed us — spread a 
breakfikst fit for a Viking, and then with gentle grace she ably 
did the honours of her board. Hang me, when 1 looked at 
the snow-white linen, the home-made cleanly cheer, the sweet 
wife all kindness and anxiety, I half envied the worthy Dane 
the peace and contentment of his secluded lot, and it needed 
not a glass of excellent Copenhagen sehiedam to throw a 
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TOBtf* abcmt this Ultim nudi of ter wvamA 

The morning pull had given a keenness to our nppetites, 
and I have a general recollection of lye bread, Danish cake^ 
emillent Zetland butter, Dutch cheese, luscious ham, boiled 
potatoao^ «nd Greenknd trout- firesh from the. stream* Could 
eallors ask tor or need more 1 I can only say that we all felt 
that, if Heir Agar and Madame Agar (I hate that horrid 
word Fran) would only borrow our last shilling, we were 
ready to lend it. 

A broken conversation ensued, a little English and much 
Danish, when Dr. D— fortunately produced Captain 
Waafatngton^a Esquimaux Yocabulary, and, aided by thft 
little son of our host^ we aoon twisted out all the news Herr 
Agar had to give. 

Captain Penny had only stayed a short time. He arrived 
on May the 4th. The prospect of au early season was most 
cheering, and tiien the worthy Herr produced a piece of 
paper directed to myself by my gallant frimd Penny* He 
wrote in haste to say his squadron had arrived, all well, after 
a splendid run from Aberdeen : he was again off, and sent 
kind remembrances, dated May 4th. 

, This, at any rate, was joyful intelligence, and worth my 
journey to Disco ; my heart leaped with joy, and 1 thought^ 
at any rate, if we were late^ he was full early. 

After a long chat, we went for a stroll, in which a tre e"- 
yes! as i live, a tree— was discovered. Be not envtous, ye 
men of Orkney, it stood full thirteen inches high, and was 
indigenous, being the dwarf birch-tree, the monarch of an 
arctic forest ! Stumbling upon the churchyard I should have 
Indulged my taste for old tombstones, had not the musquitoea 
£>rbiddeii it; and, with a hurried glance at the namaa of M 
I^UBleni of fish and dqiartad Danes and Dutchmen, I ran ftr 
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tile beach, remarking that, whereas we in Europe evince 
respect fur those who have preceded us to that bourne^ - 

"Where life'a long journey turns to sleep, 

Nor weary pilgrim wakes to weep—*' 

♦ 

by placing stones around their last bomea, Ifi Ora0li1tli4 
pieces of soft and ugly "vv ood are substituted, although nature 
has strewn on every side masses of granite fit to form mauso- 
leums for Pharaohs, Bad taste ! 1 esudalmed \ but that's aot 
confined to Disoo. 

Having promised to Tetura to say good-bye» we kepi our 
word most willingly, and fomA ^Herr Agar'' had a oirole o# 
friends to meet us; an ! my astonishment was great at the 
sight of two more peiUcoalis. One was the wife of a Moravian 
missionary, and the other the wife of a gentleman at Jacob's 
Bonnd. They looked perleetly happy, and at least i^ppearsd 
•a well at home in the dreary region wbioh had beoeme iSbukt 
adopted ooonlry, as we could expect^ or tiieir husbands desim 
• OtmTersatioa soon flawed; the missionary gave it op in 
despair; the " Herr" smoked in silence; and but for the 
ladies we should have been soon dumb. Happily forme (for 
I wanted to purchase some saal-skias), a captain of one of 
the brigs came in aft the momenti and, widefstandiBg both 
Eni^iah tad Danish^ eonvmation beoama quite aainiatsdL 
Watddng my opportanity, I told 1dm of my desire to pw 
ehase seal-skins for trowsers for my men ; he immediately 
informed Herr Agar, who gave him a yah! and walked me 
oti^ by the arm to his storerooms, followed by his good lady ; 
Ming a bundle of beaotifbl aeal-skins, the Herr made me aa 
ofieroftbsin. I oommeiioed Aimbirog te iny pone, and «fe 
last'piDdneed aone gold^makbg signs- lha» ▼arioas ofieers 
iMeiided tirliave s e al s ki n troweers. Nay ! nay ! exclaimed 
the good lady, thrursting back my money, whilst the Hecr 
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tepft kMidliii^ 1M wHh tMnn Oh! Ihe honor of that mo- 

neRt: 1 felt as if I had been begging, aad must have looked 
very like H, for Mrs. Agar, with a look of sudden inspiration, 
as if she perfectly understood me, ma to lier faiMb«id\l 
mrdfobe, and produoed a pair of trowsersi of p«ilb«l DiHtk 
^koMuksa^ i&d, witik the moK iimooattt iiiifla» mtdB signs 
of bow I aboiild pull Ihem on. I •miM, fi>r Uiej mold hm 
made a suit of clothes for mc. 

Seeing 110 way of getting out of the scrape my ignorance 
of Danish and their generosity had led me into, I datarminad 
lo take as little as possible, and with a thousand thanlai 
Mlkad back to tbe drawing-toom, with Herr Agar^a *^vhl»> 
pavablaa" on one am and a ooople of aeal-akuia on thaoiher, 
my face burning, and my conscience smiting. 

Time pressed, and we bid our kind friends good-bye, 
Herr Agar fired a salute of three guna, whioh we returned 
with three cheefa j and, after taking a stirrup cup on boaid 
Ite ^Peru,'' ftarted for Wbale-Fiab blinida, whioh w# 
readied at ctoirea oVIocfc at ni'i^t, miKsh pleaaed with cor 

^MDOUHiOll • 

Every one likes a souvenir of some pleasant by-gone 
scene or event : these souvenirs are often odd ones. A 
meaemate of mine uaed to tell of Greece, bur temples and 
nrina: *^he bad bad many a pleaaant enooaa among^ tiwm!i 
Amolhar dwelt on the seenea of Monteauma'a aorrowSi Ibr H 
waa tihere he had partakeii of moet wrmrf wild few), — and 
yet another hero knew but of Peru and Pizari o's triumphs, 
by the markets producing very good prawns ; whilst I must 
plead guilty to associating Greenland and the deeds of Soao* 
dinaTlan heroes wUh Herr Agar*8 seal-skio trowaera. 

- AmNht a last flomridi of eoAla and dust, whiefa leftnafilM 
to fSfile^un 4Bdeed we wwe jnet awaiii)" 'W wwa ctdeivd 
to take the ships in tow, and start. This being done, I came 
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tiQ a virtuous resolutiou in my own mind, after what I was 
foing tiiiough in dragging my §bX fneshi^' Besolute,'' 
•bOBli to Ihlnk Iwiod m i laogM ^Im^ wllom ted 
■fcadrloil to * moontebi of flesh. When I had time to cdc 

the day and date, It was donday, 88th June, and w» 

had turned our back on the last trace of civiiized man. 
. Vpgue-la-gal ere. 

The n^ht wa« serenely calm. We skirted the Black Land 
of Lively, making an average ifeed of three miles per hoor^ 
•o that our fearfiil load of eoal-->->fiiU three htndred tone— - 
idid not diminish the speed nearly as much «a I at first antiol- 
pated. Although I oould not but feel from our staggering 
motion aiui bad steerage that the poor "Pioneer" was 
severely taxed in carrying her own dead weight of about 
five hundred tone, and towing a dumsy crafl, which fully 
oqoalled another seven Iiundred tons, all this reoeiving vitil- 
it/ from two litde engines of thirtj^horse power eaeb* 

Whilst a sadden and rattling brseie from the south eansed 
us tu make sail and run incn ily pa.>L the .striking clifts of the 
Waigat and Jacob's Sound, I will briefly iefei to the character 
of the vessels comjposing our squadron, thair e^uipoMHU^ and 
Ipenoral efficiency. 

' a3» "Besohite'' and ^'Assietanoe'* w«re eailiag 
rigged aa harks; their holla strengthened aocordiag to the 

most orthodox arctic rules, until, instead of presenting the 
appearances of a body intended for progress through the 
water, they resembled nothing so much as very ungainly 
^■nuff boxes ; and thoir bows farmed a buttress which rather 
pushed the water befi)re it than passed through iu The 
mark made by an old seaman who liad grown gray amongst 
Hie toe was often recalled to my mind, aa with an acAring 
^eart for many a lung mile I dragged the clamsy Resolute" 
About* *^Loid| ski you would think by the quantity of 
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trtoi Ijbsy m ptttl% mfeo drfpi^ ifait Ike Mk^jmrii 
iMtlMMIeYed they ooidd stop tiM Almighty fim moiviiig ' 
IIm floM in Baflb'e Bay! Every pamd of AlHam mde ^y 

put into them the less likely thry arc to rise to pressure; 
and you must in the ice either rise or sink. If the doe caih* 
Dot pass through the ship it will go over it." 

Intemally the fittings of the ahips were most perftet: 
npthlDg had been i|»Ted to tender them the moet eomfor^ 
able veesele that ever went out avowedly to winter In the 
Polar ice. Hot air was distributed by means of an ingenious 
apparatus throughout lower deck and cabins. Duuble bulk- 
heads and doors prevented the ingress of unnecessary cold 
•ir. A cooking battery, aa the Ffeoch say, piomiaed abon- 
daaoe of room Ibr roastingi bofllng, bakings and thawii^ snow 
to make water ibr daily eonaumption. The meiB plaeea of 
the crew were neatly fitted in man-ofwar style ; and the well- 
laden shelves of crockery and hardware showed that Jack, as 
well as jolly marine, had spent a portion of his money in 
aecunng his comfort in the long voyage before them* A long 
tier of cabina on either aide showed how lai|[e • prc^rtion 
of oflkerB these vessela carried; bat it waa so ftr satis&etory, 
aa it proved that the division of labour, eonsequent opoa 
numbers, would make arctic labours coinprirat! vcly light. 

A large captain's cabin, with a ginir<JO[ii capable of con- 
taining all the officers when met together for their meals, 
completed the accommodation. The crews consiated of sixty 
soiila eaeh, of which a fi»urth were officers. 

Th» vessels chosen to be the first to carry liie novel agcnt^ 
steam, into hyperborean climes, were the "Pioneer^ and 
"Intrepid," sister vessels, belonging, originally, to the cattle 
conveyance company; they were propelled by screws, and 
were of sixty-horse power each, about 150 feet long, of 400 
kna bttvdsn, and rigged aa tfaree^naated mkoooan. Over 
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the whole of their original frames, tough pknking called 
doubiiog was placed, varying from three to six inches in 
thidmNii. Thd decks wm likewise doubled ; and, as may 
1m avf^KHQdi iSm Mok amnMtMia ftatanlDgs paarfi^ tiifoiq^ 
|k» origMMl limlm of a mewhwdtmia^ e^sry timber ires 
peHbrated willi eo many boles as to be wealmed and ren-' 
dereU useless ; indeed, the vessels may liave at last been 
considered as what is tet nu d " bread-and-])uttor built," the 
iwo layers of j[Af*?kiT*g fionstituting with the decks the actual 
StiiBglk of Ike yewels. At tke bow, tke fine Ibrm bad b«p^ 
pily been letained^ tke tfanber stra^gtbeiih^^ bebij^ Ibrowit 
kite thsra at tbat pskit wHhin, a^d not witkout ^ tbey were, 
therefore, at the fore end somewhat like a strong wedge. 
Many an oracle had shaken his head at this novelty ; and 
when I talked of cutting and breaking ioe with an iron stem, 
the lip curled in derision and pity, and I saw that they 
tbovgkt of me ee Joe Slag, tke PlymooHi boatman, did of tke 
BneiUea frigste wksn ske fsn tbe bfeakwater down in a fog, 
•i— Happy beggar, he knows nothing, and he fears nothing.** 
A few catastrophe-lovers in Enghind having consigned 
Franklin to death because he had steam-engines and screws, 
every precaution was taken to seeure the ^'Pioneer*' fxA 
^intrepAd" la eeek a my tkat earew, mdder, and stenipoet 
nugM..be' tsm off by ti» miMli>telked>of 4ke lee, — 

Md tke irtsseb eHQ be Ml fie to swim. In tke tetemil 
arrangements for meeting an arctic climate, we were on 
somewhat a similar plan to the ships, — some difficnlties 
being presented by the laige mass of cold iron machinery, 
vkifik, of oomse, aoted ae » rapid refrigerator. For tke 
foyege oQti'tbi wmwera eonined to e llttle place hi tke 
bows of tke ^esraly ad ftom tkenee to tbe eabkis of tbe 
efiseirs, ail was eoal s % dsed wdgbt of 860 tons being origl- 
naliy carried £i'um JBaigland, which we increased to 300 tons at 
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tons per diem^ would enable us to tow ike ships 3000 rniles, 
or, steaiii atone, full 5000 miles, carrying twelve or eighteea 
months provinoiu Xbeeraw eoofnted of thirty strnkB^ aU (old, 

tad » Moo«d UMtoiv eswatlve cAocni; aa mrigtint 
geon^ irbo seakNMly mdsrlook tl» wp a rintu dteii w of the 

ooinmissariat, both public and private, and two engineers, to 
look after the steam department. These occupied the smallest 
ooooeivable space in the after-end of the steamers; «ad^ witk 
MfMmte Q»bi»i| M a eoniimm 

• flndiweie the ai«Clo MNiva: H oalj jwate ftr ma la 
.My, that they irora very headeome, eman4Hiiliag viweii,' aai 

those embarked in them partook of none of the anxieties and 
croakings, wliich declared opponents and doubtful allies 
entertained as to their success in what was styled a great 
experiment. They had but OM wish ungratified, which was, 
that thay had been aeat aloae and Mij pRyrkioiied, iort ead 
d oarrying an inadaqjaate propartton of food, ao that) ia the 
event of being separated from the abipa by aoddeoti thay 
migiit have wintered without suffering and hardship. 

All the crews had been carefully chosen for health and 
efiiciency ; and they, as well as the officers, were actuated by 
lha kiftieet ibitlagi of eofeerpriae and hwnaai^; and thai 
AaKag was Ibatered and atNtq^thiaad by the haovdedga thiy 
had, of the high eoafideDoe plaeed in the aqnadfoi by tinir 
country, speaking through the press. In ftfll, ^Pa uma 
called heroes long before we had earned our laurels. 
Lastly, the Admiralty put into the hands of the officers 
Ihe <»tlera they had given the leader of tiib noble aquadron; 
and Aeia was bal one aplnioii aa to IhaM ottei^ Ihal mora 
Hbami, diaofatlanaiy <Miai aaw .wem^paiinad f a nd vtth 
mmAi noma to aaa aa iftraanialanaBS " ■ t « Ai. tttoiAut naaaMarv. 
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we felt continent of deserving, if we could not demaad^ 

bi «n op«ii ov«r wbkdi bergs of overj iito and ilHipo 
io«t«d in wild magnifloeiiee.' Die exeitmefit/M wo drislMi 

through the storm, in steering clear of them, was delight- 
fiil from its novelty. Hard a starboard ! Steady ! Port 1 
Port! yott may !^ Mid we flew past some huge mass^ 
<iv«f which tlM gfeoB bom wore Mtiowdy Iryh^ to dwb 
tfiemselree. ColorMtgo deeeribes ikm soene around as too 
w«ll <br mo to degnda tt with my pme. I will giva Ma 
version 

# 

♦ 

*' And now there came botii mist and snow. 
And it grew wondroiu eold, 
And ice, mast hig^, came floating by 
At green ae emeraML 
Through the drifts, tlie snewy eHfti 
Did send a dismal sheen ; 
Nor shapes of men, or beasts we ken. 
The ice was all between. 
"With sloping Tnasts, and dipping; prow, 
As who pursued with yeU and blow. 
Still treads the shadow of hk foe, 
And forward bends Ids bead, 
tlw dilp drove tte^-4imd ToneA llie UMt, 
faaiiiurtftwii'd^e we 4edi* 

Until we all siifldouly hauled-in f )r the land of Greenland, in 
order to vis^it the settlement of Uppernavik. Passing into a 
alMDiiel, some ibar milea ia width, we found ourselves 
niBg past tba ramavkabla aad kifty alifis of ^^-fiandorson bla 
Hopa,* a qnaiBt name givsa to this point by tba ''rigbfea 
imtUa Msstsr Danris,** ia. boiuNir of Ua paferon, a maroiitwl 
of Bristol. Well worthy was it of one whose liberality had 
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tended to increM our geographical knowledge; and the 
Hope's lofty crest pierced through the clouds which drove 
athwart its breast, and looked a^ to aee wiielber thd Loid 
of the Earth came not." 

Under itslM» walar wm a alMek cftsmm md fimiy^flom 
Ae Item g:iwts wfakk swept down revise and over heedlandi 
and agshist the base of the roeks, flights of wild fowl mairlced 
a spot famnus amongst arctic voyagers as abounding in frebh 
£>od, — a chanmiog variety to salt horse and Ilambro' pork. 

On rounding an inner islet of the Women's Group, as it 
la ealkd, a atii^liiig aaeeniblage of Jfieqotmeaz b«ta^ with a 
Waok aad rad storehouse or two^ aa al Dlseo^ deaoted the 
northernmost of the present Danldi settlements, as well aa 
the site of an ancient Scandinavian port, — a fact assured by 
the recent lisoovery of a stone pillar on one of the adjaoeol 
islands bearing the following inscription 

•* EUinjjp Si^vut.son, Bjame Thordaaon, and Endride Oddson, 
erected ihe^ memorial stones and cleared this place on Saturday 
before Oagudog (25th April), in the year liaS." 

Exactly four hundred and fifty -two years before the place 
was rediscovered by our conntryman, Davis. 

The Intrepid'' having the honour of carry ing-in the two 
poit4aplaias^ we bo«-haailed about la the offing until she 
latmed with the dIsagreeaUe fatslUgsoee tkat all the 
glish whalers were blocked up by ice, some thirty miles to 
the northward. * Capt. Penny had been unable to advance, 
aiid the season was far from a promising one I Squaring our 
yards, we again bore up for the northward. In a few hours, 
a strong refleeted Hgfat to the w^estward and northward 
aboved we wars lhal af proaehiog the ioa^lda or floee of 
BaAn'^Bay. A wfariaty endii]^ aboati ihoft^ ftfaoiwed liiiw 
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June 2()^/i, 1S50. — Mj rough notes arc as follows; — a. m. 
Stand ii)g in for the land, northwarJ of "Women's Isles," 
■aw wveml whalers &8t to the ice, inshore. Observe one of 
tfatm fliwidiog OBt H. IL S. ^ AsaiKanee'' is otdered %m 
mmmniaite, luMl to liha irind. i ^ te, ''Bm* 
lata.** Learo tin w aHwad aoawa laat bI|^ btwim liia 
floes were seen extending across ahead. The whaler turns 
out to be the "Abram," Captain Graviii. He reports: — 
''i^^ourteen whalers stopped by the ice ; Captain Penny, witk 
lib -aUpa, sfter uMurring great risk, and going iiaoagli fiioeli 
Mwe kilMwr« wwwatcMig tiie flQaa«itbtharlMiia«f 
ping paat thm Into Ifaa ooftli watar.^ 

• Mr. Gravill had lately ranged along the Pack edge as &r 
south as Disco, and found nob a single opening except the 
bight, up which we had been steering last night, lie said, 
furthermore, that thera waaid be no pmeage across tlw baf, 
lUa year, Ibv tlie whalers, Jbecause tha.water would not make 
auffiotently wly to enable them to reach the fidibg-groond 
in Pood's Bay by the first week ta August ; aAr«r which date, 
the whales travel southward towards Labi ador." The report 
wound up with the discouraging statement that the whale- 
men agreed that the floea^ this season, were unusually ex- 
temlTe^ thai the leada or enMfta of water .warn few, and 
lea ba t g i iBore awbefbui' «Imi thay had bead :ibr' eMoe 
yearn. * 
* It appears that a northerly gale has been blow ing, with 
but slight intermission, for the last month ; and that, in con- 
sequence, there is a large body of water to the north, the ice 
Atwi whieh haa been forced into the throat of Devia' Sinuti* 
iUl we baTo «o ptigr Ibf" li» a eoolfniii^ic^ 
fer odiarwiae i o itt w rl y wi>ai witt >im the wiwie body ef H 
«|> In IMvine Bayv ioi Miie wkn ealM ''dosed 

season." 
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Mr. G— (though not a friend of Penny's) told us that 
Penny was working day and night to get ahead, and had 
already ran no small risk, and undergone eztiMMPdinaiy 
kbour. Poor P«iinjr! l.Ul tiMl Irte Ind bM apiMil 
UttI He dewrvid UlUwr. thM ta be overtete bjr «% 
•Asr tin energy displayed in Uw eqn^tnent of hie eque^ 
ron. 

In the first watch the brigs "Lady Franklin" and "So- 
phia" were seeu by ua, laal between loose floe pieces, to sea- 
ward of wbiiQh we oontuittML to flirt. The " Intrepid", ead 
*<Pk«eei^' were now lo be aeee aljiy tiyiiig thoir bowe vpoi 
every bH of ioe we could' get neer, without getting into • 
scrape wMh tiie oomrnodore ; and, from the ease with which 
they cut thruiigh the rotten stuff around our position, I al- 
ready foresaw a fresh era in arctic history, and that the liue 
bows wouid soon beat the entedUuvian " blufib" out of the 
field. 

Tkmtday, Jkint, 1860, Ibund lie etili crultiiif ebeoi 

under canvas; northward and westward a body of diity ice, 
hat decaying under a fierce 8iinli;L];ht, bergs in hundreds iu 
every direction ; and, dotted along the Greenland shore^ a 
nwnber of whalera iiMt in what is called ^ Lend water," readf 
to.teke the tot openiiy. The beroQueter flitting, we^wm 
erdeied to make fiist to iQebeigB,evefy onSi choOMng'hie 0ml^ 
This operation is a yety useful one in eretle -regions, and 
saves much unnecessary wear and tear of men and vessel, 
when progress in the requued dkeotion is no longer poe- 
aiUe. 

ouefiKt eft tpiii^ tidee, end the ttrnitmn' tbiii eeeoeede iet wi* 
ehoring hie Teeidiin 900^. mter, witfaont eny other tmthli 

than digging a hole ki the iceberg, plaobig an andun* in ifc 
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called Ml \m MMhor, wUrii vma 

can lift, and, with a whale-line, his 
ship rides out under the lee of this 
natural hmakwator, in aeT^re galea» 
•Dd often aaaqpet beii^ baaeC in a 





Fastening to a berg has Its riaka ^MB^^ w 

and dangers; sometimes the first 

stroke of the man setting the ice-anchor, by its concussion 
fltnaea the ieeberg to break up, and the pec^le bo em- 
yloj«d nm grast firic of befaig Injiired \ at anoilMr lima^ 
VeaMia obtig^ to make fiwi under tke ateep side of % bevgi 
kave had pleoea detoeh themselves ftom oyerheed, and in- 
jure muteiially the vessel and spars \ and, again, the pro- 
jacting masses, called tongues (which form under water the 
baae of the berg), have been known to break oti^ and strike 
a Yeisel so aevwrely as to aink her: all these riaka are duly 
detailed by every aietlo navigator, and the ohjeefc always is^ m 
Aatening to sa ieaiberg, to look ibr » aide wUeh is low sad 
sloping, without any tongues under water. To sudi an one 
the Intrepid and Pioneer made fast, although the boat^s crew 
that first reached it, in making a hole, were wetted by a pro- 
jeoliDg mass detaching itself with the fifat blow of the sea- 
SBMi'a 4Sfowbert A gale apiaiiig up alsaoat imsMdialely^ and 
during the n%hi tke Assistonfte blew adrift: Neit day Ift 
iketed, and the ioe to the norlihward looked 

In the evening one of Penny's vessels, the Sophia, joined 
us, and from hei commander we soon heard of their hopes 
and disappointment. Directly after leaving Disco they feU. 
in with liie Um, and bad fought Ibeir way tke wkOe dislaaee 
to tkeir preseul poiltkm. The seasoft wasnotpromisiagybiil 
ibrt^ig^i houitf of • N. K wind would do wondeie, and I 
ODrdiaUy partook of kis opinion, tiiat ^ keeping tke vessel's 
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nose to the crack" was the only way to get ahead in the 
irctic regions. The crews of the hshf^ "ware in raUitag lioiitli 
tnd spihiA. Having deimred him aome ladem and a mm^ 
Wof paroela whidi, by graat good Ittok, had not baanUuidad 

al Upperaavik, Oipt. Stewart rotumed ta his ehtef, floma 

ei^ht miles northward of u;:^, aud we remained to watch 
progress. 

iSbdinjay, June 39<&» 1860.*- 

« 

Mmdmy, Julf lit, 1850. — At last the hoped4br signal, 

**take ships i]i tow," was made ; and, with a leaping heart, we 
entered the lead, having the "Resolute" fast by the nose 
with a six-inch hawser. What looked inipattable at ten 
miles' diatanoe was an open lead when ok>se to. DiffioaJtiea 
"Vanish when they are fiuied ; and the very cairn whioh ren^ 
dered the whalers onahle to take advantage of a loose pack, 
was just the thing for steamers. Away we went ! past berg, 
past floe, winding in and out quietly, yet steadily ! — and the 
whalers were soon astern. Penny, indefatigable, was seen 
fltni^ling along the shore, with his boats ahead, towhog, and 
every stitoh of sail set to catoh the lightest oat's i»aw: hin 
too, liowever, we soon passed* The water ahead increased 
as we advanced, and we fmmd, as is well known to be the 
case, that the pack-edge is always the tightest pai t of it. 

ISeveral whale-boats from the vessels asteiii were busy 
taking ducks' eggs from the islands, which seem to abound 
along the coast When passing one of these islands that ap^ 
peared remarkably steep, I was disagreeably surprised to 
Ael the ^ Pioneer^' strike against a sunken rock with soma 
violence; she slipped off it, and then the " Resolute" gave 
herself a Wow, ^\hich seemed to uuike every tiling quiver 
f^gain. Gapt. Fenny had a signal up warning us of the dan- 
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ger ; but we were too Imsy to see it until afterwards^ and 
then the want of wind pi e vented our ascertaining what was 
mean I. After this accident we went very cautiously uutil 
tii#«vening boor, when, having neared Cafia Shaokletoo, and 
■Mm tltiii i<M Aftw rimy itaid£ thrfflMrik vhlflhu ftt radiioed MMMd^ 
w* <Muld not taw ibe broad-bo«#d Bitolote,'' abe was 4MMk 
oflT, and made fast to some land iee, and I proceeded on alone 
in the " Pioneer" to see ^vhat the prospect was further on. 

Cutting tiirough some rotten ice of about six inches in 
tfaiekness, wa readied water beyond it, and saw a belt of 
valar, of no graal width, axteoding akng aliora aa Ar aa tha 
MKt headland, called HcnWa-baad, Piekiog up • boat be- 
longing to tiie '*Chieft»n" whaler, wbldi had been ehooting 
and egging, I returned towards the " Resolute" with my in- 
telligence, giving Cape Shackleton a close shave to avoid the 
ice whii^ waa setting against it from the westward, tba 
whaleiiaea wbom I bad on board eapressing no ooiaU aa* 
tpniahmaat and dali^ at the waj in which we aorewad 
tInKHigfa the broban iee of nine^ncb thkhneaa. On reai^ing 
the squadron, I found it made fast for the night, and parties 
of officers preparing to start in different directions to shoot, 
and see what was to be seen, for, of oouiac^ our night was a^ 
light as the day of any other region. 

To Ihe ^'OiiaAaittV doolOK I, with otben of tba <'Pio^ 
naer,'* eoaaignad what we flatterad oniMltaa ware onr laat 
letters, thinking that, now the steamers had got ahead, it 
was not likely the whalers would ap^ain be given an op|)Ox* 
tunity of communicating or overtaking u:^. 

There ia aomething in last letters painful and chnltii^i 
and I romambar that I hardly knew which ftali^g nioat pre* 
dominated in my biaawii ainiow and regret for Ihoaa fiwda 
I bad kft behind um, or bc^ and joyfbl antiai|iatilon of 
meeting those before us in the " Erebus and Tenor." 
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AliiTf fftte, I gftfe yent to tlwm \rf dimtog tlw raky 

summit of Cape Shackleton, and throwing off my jacket, let 
tbe cold breeze allay the excitement of my mind. 

Nothing strikes the trayeUer in the north more stKxaf^j 
than the perceptible repoM of Natarei ailho^gb the arm is 

We, of ooarse, who wm imwoiutomed to tlM ooMttnt Ught^ 
were MtleBS attd oiiable to sleep; but the ffthabitanti of 

these regions, as well as the animals, retire to rest villi as 
much regularity as is done in more southern climes ; and the 
wibdued tints of the heavens, as well w the het^y b«iikiii0 
of doiidt in the aeigfaboiirtiood of the mm, gives to llie ira- 
tio sommer nig)it » quietude es niaiked ss h is pleeMBrti^ 
Across Bsffin's Bey there 'wss ioe! loo! leet on every side, 
small faint streaks uf water here and there in the distance, 
with one cheering strip of it winditig snake-like along the 
coast as far as eye could reach. "To-morrow !" I exclaimed, 
«w»will be there." **Yesr replied » friend, "but if the 
breese freshens, P«niy wiU fesoh it to-nightl" And tlwe, 
wre eooagh, were Peony's brigs ssUing past our squedroo^ 
wMch showed no sign of vitality beyond that of the officer 
of the watch visiting the ice-auchors to see all was ritrht. 
"That fellow, Penny, is no sluggard !" we muttered, "and 
vBl yet give the screws s bard tussle to best him." 

A couple of hours lest^ end heiriiig taken the diip in 
tow, we again p r oo e e d nd, sad st i^bovt seven oVloek on the 
monilng of the M of July pssssd the <<Sopfais,*' end shortly 
alLer wards, the l.ady Tranklin." Alas 1 poor Penny, he had 
a light contrary wind to work against. 
- 1 do not tiiink mj menuNry can recall in the course of my 
wenderings any thing more nov^ or striking than the seanss 
Ihfongh whieh we steamed tide fotnoon. He lend of 
OMinknd, eo hM, so Meep^ sad m plnoee en grim, wilh 
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tlie long fields of white glittering ice floating about on the 
cold blue sea, and our little vessels (for we looked pigmies 
beside the huge object around us, whether cliff, berg, or 
l^aoier) steeling on bo eUeatiy and quiokl/ ; Uie Jeadamaa'e 
eoDg or the flap of wild fi>wl the only eoutide to break Ijbe 
general sliHnefle. One of the oliflb we skirted along wae 
actually teeming with birds called "loons:" they might 
have been shot in tens of hundreds had we required them 
or time not pressed : they are considered remarkably good 
Mliiig, and about the eise and we^jht of an ordinary duok: 
to natwaliete they ara known by the name of gnillemot^ aad 
were diristcned loons'* by the early Dutch navigators, in 
consequence of their stupidity. Numerous seals lay on the 
ice in the offing, and their great size astonished us. 

Aa we advaneed, a peculiarly conical island, in a broad, 
and ioe^cumbered bay, ritowed itself : it was ^ the SugiW' 
liOfif faland" of tiie whalers ; and told ns that) on ronnding 
the fiirther headland, we should see the fiv^med Devil\i 
Thumb, the boundary of Melville Bay. 

A block of ice brought us up after a tow of scune twenty- 
five or thirty miles, and, each vessel picking up a conveaieat 
keberg, we made fast to await an opening. 

I landed to obtain a view Irom a email islet close to the 
^'Pioneer,'' aad was sewarded by observing that Ihe Duok 
Islands, a group some fifteen miles to seaward of us, had 
evidently a lar<re space of open water around them, and 
broad Lanes extended from these in divers directions towards 
ns^ although, without retracing oar stepsy there waa at present 
no direet road for ns into thia waten 

Captain Penny, however, bebg astern, had stmk to sea- 
ward, and was fast passing our position. 

On the islands there were recent traces of both reindeer 
and bears ; and 1 amused myself pickiuj^ some pretl^ arotio 
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flowers, such as anemones, poppies, and saxifrage, vhich grew 
in shelliireci nooks amongst the rocks. 

Before leaving the vessel, a boat had been despatched to 
the headland where so man/ loooa" had been seen, to shoot 
ibr tlie fddp^s oompaoy^s use : tbe otiier shipe did likewise: 
fey Tetnnied At about Ibiur o^doek next morning, and I was 
annoyed at being informed, without any birds, although all 
tiie powder and shot had been expended. 

I sent for the captain of the forecastle, who had been away 
is charge of tbe sportsmen, and, with aetonishment, asked 
kow he had oiMitri?ed to fire away one pound of powder and 
Ibur of email shot, without bringing home some looaeY 
Hanging his head, and looking uncommonly bashful, he 
'•answered, "If you ploase, sir, we fired it all into a bear I'* 
"Into a bear]" I exclaimed, "what! shoot a bear with No. 
4 friiot r " Yes, sir," replied Abbot ; " and if it hadn't h«v« 
been Ibr two or three who were afeard of him, we wonld have 
bfongfat bim aboard, too.** Sending my bearbnnting IHend 
about his business for neglecting my orders to obtain freib 
• food for the crew, I afterward found out that on passinf? a 
small island between the "Pioneer^' and the Loon Head, as 
the diff was called, my boatHi erew had observed a bear 
watching some aeala, and ft was voted immediately, that to 
be tbe first to bring a bear faome» woulA ImmortaliM tbe 
•Pioneer* 

A determined onslaught was therefoie made on Bruin : 
No. 4 shot being poured into him most ruthlessly, lie 
growled and snapped his teeth, trotted round the island, 
and was still followed and fired at| until, finding the fiin alf 
on one side, tbe brute plunged into tbe water, and swam fi>r 
some broken-np ice; my heroes Ibilowed, and, ibr laok of 
ball, lircd at him a waistcoat button and the blade of a knife, 
which, by great ingenuity, they had contrived to cram down 
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one of their muskets ; this very naturally, an they described 
it, "made the beast jump a<?ain !" he reaohcd the ice, how- 
ever, UieAdifli; «U OYor, but not severely injured ; and whilst 
Ibe \mst mm cndemnriiig lo get on the floe, % ipfifitad 
ttonM «Med beiwaea him and Old Abbot, tht kICflr tij. 
kg to \mtaam powewor of wMA the fecmargiMnntly 

defended. 

ATnmimition expended, and nothing but boat-hooks and 
stretfibers left as defensive weapons, there seemed some 
€bme of the tables being roveratd, and tbe bocl'o orair 
Tory |m>p^y obUgod tbe osptom of the IbmNtIo to heit* 
loCreet; the bear, equally well pleoeed to be rid of euli 
visitors, made off. ^ Old Abbot,^ at be wes styled, always, 
however, asserted, that if he had had his way, the bear would ' 
have been brought on board the " Pioneer," and tamed to do 
ft good deal of the draggmg work of the sledges ; and wbei^ 
ow he heofd, in the winter, any of the yonng hands grawlhig 
at the labour of sledging away enow or ioe, he ereated • roar 
of laughter, by muttering, AJi ! if you had taken my aMoi^ 
we'd have had that 'ere bear to do this work for us !" 

. July Sd, 1850. — Penny, by taking another route, gave 
«i the *^§o by," and m the afternooii we atarlidy taku^ m 
iMluwa lane of water. Tho wind, howover, had fteshsned 

from the westward, and as we advanced, the iee wn 

rapidly closincr, tho pulnts of ihe lloe-pieces forming " Lars," 
with holes of water between them. With the " Pioneer's'* 
sharp bow, we broke through the first of these barriers, and 
*barriod tho fieoolttto" mio a hole of water," aa it is called. 
The naact bar being broader, I attempted to Ibroe H by chaij^ 
Ittg with the ateanier^ and aftsr breaking np a portkNi of i% 
backed astern to allow the broken pieces to be removed; 
this being the first time this (^»eration was performed, and 
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much having to be learnL upon the feasibility of the difiereal 
ipodea of applying steam-power agaiiiakt ice. 

We soon found ourselves gurrouadad with Wokau masse% 
^lUoh, omig to Urn wMt U min jnM»m il mmj iato Ite 
«fin ivtlar asl<m^ iMidmd adwiot or 
t6 tlw propeller, almost imposaiblo. Hero, ilie poneilj of 
men on board the steam vessels was severely Iclt: for until 
the " Resolute'^ wa^s pioperly secured 1 1 onld expect no assist- 
ance from her ; aod the Pioneer," therefore, had to do her 
baat witli half the number of meiiy although sho waa iMi 
fa^^Hr than ftba lUp. UvabU to mof% the do^qg fioaa ftrt 
hoMfe tiie ate«m«r, and theft the large paitiea of man thai 
joined from the squadron to assist were useless, beyond some 
practice, which all seemed willing to undertnke, in the use of 
ice- tools, o ons istio g of chisels, poles with irou poiotSi chiw% 
liftMi dso^ 

In a ilM titDO, the pfoipeek of Uheratinig the ^^PfoooaK* 
wfta aaoi to bo Ihroical, and all the offiotra and mm. fion Ilia 

Resolute" returned to their ship, although parties of novices 

would walk down constantly to see the first Te»el beset ia 
the ice. 

A. hm birds pkyiog about induoed myastf aad soma ottana 
logo otti shooUog, a Ibggy aighl pmiiidBg to be ftvouiaUa 
lo ow laidsn. Tbeioe, hoipevor, waalnllof holeaiaid 

decayed ; in addition to which it was in rapid motloB in many 
places, from the action of wind and tide. The risk of such 

sporting was well evinced in my gallant friend M ^*s case. 

fie was on one side of a lane of water, and 1 on the other: 
a bird tailed a **Borgoniaster** flew OTsr his head to a a awa ry 
aod ho atarlod in tho direothm it had gOM I and aaoUMr 
idiouted lo warn him of the tee bett^ in rapid modon and 
very thin ; he halted for a moment, and then ran on, leaping 
irom piece to piece. The fog at this moment lif^ a little, 



Digitized by Google 



48 4MmO iOUMMAL. 

and most providentially so, for suddenly I saw M make 

» leap and disappatr the ice had g^v#a my fl(xm toai^ 
but witboot his gun, and I thnn anw him ioramUiB upon n 
pieoa of ica, and on wafedung ic^obaervud with a abndder thai 

both be and it were drifting to the northward, and away from 

us. Leaving my remaiiiiiig companion tu keep sight of 
, and thus to point out the way on my return, I re- 
traced my steps to the Pioneer," and with a couple of men, 
a long hand-line^ and boaiding-pilbeii atarted off in the diiao^ 
Hon M^^.waain. 

I could tall my route pretty well by my ooin{NHiioii'a 
voice, which in rich Milesian was giving utterance to encour- 
aging exclamations of the most original nature—" Keep up 
your courage, my boy ! — Why don't you come back \ — Faitht 
I suppose it's water that won^t let you ! — ^There will be soma 
one there directly! — ^Hoy! hoy! ahoy! don't be down- 
hearted anyway T I laughed aa I ran. Hy party placed 
^ themselves about ten yards apart, the last man carrying the 
line, ready to heave, in case of the leader breaking through. 
So weak was the ice that we had to keep at a sharp trot to 
prevent the weight of our own bodies resting long on any one 
spot ; and when we sighted our friend M^— on his little 
piece of firm ice, die very natoral eielamatioo of one of my. 
men was, I wonder how he ever reached it, sir f* M— ^ 
assisted us to approach him by pointing out his own route ; 
and by extending our line, and holding on to it, we at last 
got near enough to take him off the piece of detached ice on 
which he had providentially scrambled. I never think of the 
occurrence without a sickening sensation, mixed with n comic 

recollection of K ^s ejaculations. Whilst walking back 

• with my bal^frozen friend, the ice showed itself to be easing 
olT rapidly with the turn of tide. At 1 A. m. we were all 
fi ee, and a lane of water e;s.tendiQg itself ah^d. 
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July Ath. — At 1 p. M. we started again, towing the ships, 
tlje whaVmg fleet from the southward under every stitch of 
canvfts threatening to reach the Duck klands before our- 
MlYest and Captain Penny's squadron out of sigiit to tlw 
nortWest. By dtnt of bard steaming we oon tr he d to radi 
the islands beibre the wlialers, and at nridnfgfat got orders to 
cast off and cruise about under sail, all the vessels rejoining 
us that we had passed some days ago off tlie Women's Isles. 

The much talked of, by whalemen, DeYirs Ihumh/' was 
now open ; it appears to be a hc^ mass of gimrfte or baaalti 
wUch rears ftself on a diff of some MO or 800 Ibet eleTa^ 
tlon, and is known as the southern boundary of MeSrille 
Bay, ronnd whose dreary circuit, year after year, the fisher- 
nrien work their way to reach the large body of water 
about the entrance of Lancaster Sound and Food's Bay. 
Faeing to the sonth-west, from whence the worst galea 
of wind at this season of the year arise, it is not to be won- 
dered at that Melville Bay has been the grave of many a • 
goodly oraft, and in one disastrous year the whaling fleet was 
diminished by no less than twenty-eight sail (without the 
loss of life, however), a blow from which it never has recov- 
ered. No good reason was adduced for takhig this route, 
beyond the argmnent, founded npon experience, that the ear- 
liest passages were always to be made by Melville Bay ; this 
I perfectly understood, for early in tile season, when northerly 
winds do prevail, the coast of Melville Bay is a weather- 
shore, and the ice, acted upon by wind and current, would 
detach itself and form between the land-ioe and the pack-ioe 
a safe high-road to the westward. It was Ikr otherwise ih 
1850. The prospect of an early passage, viz., from the first 
to the third week of June, had long vanished. Southerly 
winds, after so long a prevalence of northerly ones (vide 
Captain Gravill's information), were to be expected. The 
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whole weight of the Atlantic would be forced up Davis's 
Straits, and MaivUk Bay become defui iee-shorcw" I 
•bonld thmfi>r0 nol have taken tlw ioe^ or attmptad to work 
mj my yovnd MeWUla Bay, and would instead bare gone to 
Hm weatwaid and atnick off aooner or later into the irest 
water, in about the latitude of Uppernavik, 73° 30' N. 

However, this is what amongst the experienced is styled 
theory ; and as any thing was better tlrnn standing still, 1 waa 
heartily giad to $ee the Chieftain," a bonnie Scotch wbaieri 
shov tts the road by entering a lead of water, and away we 
^1 went^ working to windward. The sailing qualitiet of the 
naval Arctic ships threatened to be sadly eclipsed by queer- 
looking crafl, like the " Truelove" and others. But steam 
came to the rescue, and after twelve hours' hard struggle we 
got the pendants again ahead of oar enterprising and ener* 
gotia ooontyyiiMin, 

Sttinrtkyy Juhf 6A. — Bj 6 a. m. we were alongside of 

Penny's squadron, which was placed at the head of the lane 
of water, up which we had also advanced ; and so keen was 
he not to lose the post of honour, thttb as we olosed, I smiled 
to eee Uie Aberdonians jno?e their yeaae]a up into the veiy 
^aip.** In the eonrae of the day the whalers again cai^^ 
«e tip, and a long line of maate and hnUa dotted the fio^ 
edge. 

The ice was white and hard, affording good exercise for 
pedestrians, and to novices, of whom there were many 
amongal ua, the idea of walking about on the frozen anrfaoe 
of the aaa was not a iitde charming In all direetiomgroupa 
of three and lour peraons were aeen trudging abouti and the 
eonatant pufia of amoke which roae in the olear atmosphere, 
showed that shooting for the table was kept carefully in view, 
A present of duck-eggs from Captain Stewart of the 



Digitized by Google 



OLD WHALEMAN, 



*^ Joseph Green" whaler, showed in -what i)r()rusion these 
birds breed, and J was told by Captain i^euny that one of 
the islets passed by him on the 21 WM literally alive wiyi 
^uekfl^ and tiiaft Mrerai boat-loads of eggs ]n%fat haY« been 
tiken off it» — Intorastitig inoofr of tfce ebetraonKaafy slNni* 
danco of anfmal life In Ihese nofikeRi regions. Our flt tBwfa iy 
evening was passed listening to stirring tales of Melville Bay 
and the whale fishery, and several prophecies as to the 
chances of a very bad season, the number of icebergs and 
oKteiit of the ioe-fields, indaeing many to beliovo tliat mont . 
tel imttl nak would bo nm in Uie boj ^ jrw* tei^y 
forenoon passed qnletij and aooording to law, tkough a ftlting 
barometer made us watoh anxiously a heavy bank of black 
clouds which rested in the sou the in hravtns. 

The dinner-bell however rang, and having a very intelli- 
gent gentleman who commands a whaler as a guest, wo wors 
mucb infeareatod in liataning to bis description of tbe strange 
Ulb led by men^likelttmsel^ engaged in tbe adTentnrons pur* 
salt of tbe wbale; Mr. S. assured os that bo bad ndl sesn 
corn grow, or eaten fresh gooseberrifis for thirty years ! 
although he had been at home every wiuter. Though now 
advaoeed in years, with a large family, one of whom was the 
eommander of Her Majesty's brig the Sophia,** then tn 
oonpstij, still be ifwko with entbusiasm of tbe exflCteoioBt 
and lidcs of bis own profession; it bad its charms for tbe old 
sailor, whose skill and enteipHee bad been exdted fef so 
many years in braving the dangers of ice-encunibered seas, 
whether around Spilzbei gen or in Baffin's Bay : he evidently 
felt a pride and satisfaction in his past career, and it had still 
sweet fominiseeiioes fer bim. I felt a pride in seeing such a 
man a brother aenman,->*«opo who loved the North beoanso H 
bMl bardMpo-^-one who daligbted to batik wi^ • tto^ 
We are the only people,^' ho aaid» ^ wIlQ follow tbe wlula, 
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and kill him in spite of the ice and cold.*' There was the true 
■poctHDMi in such feelings. He and the whale were at wai^ 
ttot em tlM iee eoiild aave lua pray. 
A lepoit ham deA, thai Ike ioe waa eonlBg In befa r e ft 

aMrtherly gale, f rn fahe d our dinoer ykfij abruptly, and 
alteration that had taken place in a couple of hours was 
striking. A bhie sky had changed to one of a dusky colour, 
*— a moaning gale sent before it a low brown vapour, under 
whiohtbe ioe gleamed fiewely ," ' th e floes weie fftpidly pim 
• log together. Two wlialm were alraady sipped esiweift 
moA ihelr people were getting the boela and Nothing oet read^f 
for an accident. * 

" The sooner we are all in dock the better," said Captain 
S., as be hurried away to get his own vessel into safety, and, 
ahnoat aa qoieUy as I oan tell it, a aoene of exciting interest 
ooniineBcadr--ihat of onttlng doekaitf the filed ieh^ eilM 
hoid-lioe, ae aa to avoid the preauDe whieh would oeeor atlla 
edge by tlie body of ioe to seaward being fbroed against it hj 
the fast rising gale. Smart things are done in the Navy, but 
I do not think any thing could excel the alacrity with which 
the floe was suddenly peopled by about 500 men, triai^laa 
liggadi and the aawe (eaUed iee^wa) vaed for evttlkig 



the ice, were manned. A hundred songs from hoarse throats 
resounded through the gale ; the sharp chipping of the saws 
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toUtbat the work was tiding; and the loud laugh or broad 
yttiniffTM q£ Uie crews miogled with the words of ^'""^'^mi 
MdnocHurftgement to mxtAoa g^vea by U»b offioenu 

The pencil of a WUkie could luurdl j coavey the chuioter* 
falm of suflih * M8Q«| Md il is fiur beyond mj hnmble pen to 
till of th(^ stirring animation exhibited by some twenty 
ships' cuiiipanies, who knew that on their own exertions 
dpyondad the safety of their veascds and the suocess of their 
voyi^eb 'fUm iM wee of wi avemge tbiokneae of tbree fa^ 
and to out this aawe often feet long wore used, the length of 
itiofae being about ee fiur ee tiie men direeting the lew ooold 
reach up and down. A little powder was used to break up 
the pieces that were cut, so as to get them easily out of the 
mouth of the dock, an opecatioa which the officers of our ves> 
•lie peiibnned whilet the men ent away with the sawen in a 
wy ibovt tina all the veeaele were hi ae&tyi the preenua 
of the pedL aspending itaelf on a ofaatn of beige aoma ten 
miles north of our present position. The unequal contest 
between iloe and ioeberg exhibited itself there in a fearful 
manner; for the former pressing onward against the huge 
giomded maseee was torn into shredi^ and thrown back 
pnoMMel, li^er on- Iiq^ar of many feet in alavetaon, as if 
mere shrade of aoma £imsy material, instead of eolidi hard 
ice, every cubic yard of wbidi weighed nearly a ton. 

The smell of our numei oiis fu'cs brought a bear in sight; 
Nimrods without number issued out to slay him, the weapons 
bein^ as varied as the individuals were numerous. The chase 
would, howaver, hare been a fruitless one, bad not the beev 
in has retreat fidlen in with and killed a seal \ his 'maoity 
OTeieame his fears, and being diiven into the water, he was 
shot from the boat of one of the whalers wfaicih bad perseve* 
xiiigly followed him. 

The bruto was of ao great size— not more th^ i^ve £^ in 
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knpk, TIm mti ImleAd of being white, was tamed to • 
y«UoWf mudi Ksembling in oolmir dmyad ioe ; m 
HMwrnMnioe whkiH ambled the animal, no doubt, to approMli 

I3m mth with greater fteHity. 

By jiiidiiighi all fears for the safety of the vessels had 
ceased; indeed, as far as our searching shipjs luid l)cen con- 
cerned, there never bad bee& much cause for fear, the opera- 
tfiaa of doektng baviDg baeii cairiod out by us more for ih» 
«he of praetioe than hem BeoeeiHy» We weie tIgWy 
beeet uatii the Mlowing Ofening, when ^ iee aa avddealf 
moved off as it had come together; and then a scene of joy- 
ful excitement took place, such as is only to be seen in the 
arctic regions — every ship striving to be foremost in her 
escape from imprisonmeot, and to lead ahead. Want of 
wind obliged the whalera and Penny'a briga to be traohed 
■long the fio^^ge by the orewa^-a laboivnia operation, 
which it dooe on our English canak by horses ; here, how- 
ever, the powerful crews of fishermenj mustering from thirty- 
five to fifty l)ands, fastened on by theirvtrack-belta to a whale- 
Use, and, with loud songs, made their veeielaalipthreagh the 

An odd proof of the nnhandineea of andi Tesiela aa Ike 
Beaehrte** and *^ Aeaiebraoe*' was given to-day : the (brmer 

endeavoured to tow herself ahead by the aid of all her boats, 
a distance of about three or lour hundred yards, and was 
qaite unable to do so, although Uie wind against her hardly 
amoantied to a cat's paw; the consequence was^ that nntil 
the steam vessels got hold, she waa ftst dropping astern of 
Ifae whaler^ and, as wee nsually the ease, every one's temper 
was going wrong. The run was not a very long one, anrl in the 
heart of a fleet of icebergs we again bn>ijght up: one whaler, 
The Truelove,'' having turned back in doflpair of a passsge 
nonlMbonto to^Pond'a fiagr* 
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* Itm. our position a good view of MehrfOo Bmj (o 
be bad, and a more mek&eholy one, eye ncirer feeted iqwo. 

as we w«re with bergs, we had to dimb » neigh- 
bouring mass to obtain a clear horizon ; the prospect to sea- 
wnrd was not cheering ; and from the Devirs Thumb north- 
^^nrd, one huge glacier spread Itself. The first sensation we 
folt that of pitj Ibr the poor laad^pressed down and 
smofhered under so deadly a weight: here and thm, a strip 
of cSHf pratraded, blaek and bare, from the edge of the fner^ 
glace^ whose surface, rough and unpleasing, Nvas of a sombre 
yellowish tint, with occasional masses of basalt protruding 
through it, like the uplifted hands of drowning men: it 
seemed Earth's prayer for light and life ; bat the ioe^ shroud- 
Rke, eoTeloped it, and would not give up the dead. 

Julif 9tk. — Every day taught us something : we had 
learned that the ire went oflT as ra}>iil]y, if not more so, than it 
came in ; and when an opening occurred to-day, the " Pio- 
neer,*' with the ^ Beeolute" again m tow, WM ahead of the 
. whalers, aad doee on Penny's heela 

The ioe today lay nmch across, forming very toftnotts 
channels ; and the performance of the screws, in twisting 
themselves and their tail-pieces (the ships) round floe-pieces 
and bergs, was as interesting as it was satisfactory. In some 
pieces we had to adopt a plan, styled by us ^making a can- 
non r ttom its resemblaaoe to the same ibat hi bQUaida. 
This generally oocurred at sharp and hitrlcate tnma, wheia 
the breadth of water was considerably less than the length 
of the vessels ; we then, in order to get the vessel's stem in 
the proper direction, used to steer her in such a way, that the 
bow on the opposite side to which we wanted her to turn struck 
the ioe with some force ; the consequence was, the steamer 
woold tmn diort ofl^ and save ^e liA of geUlii|^ aUwrait 
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the lead)'' and aid in dieoking th» ihip round at the same 

Another noTel application of steam took plaoa to-daj; 
We oatne to » bar of io^ fimied of looae fioe^eoea of 
rfsesi bat too small to heave through by means of ioa-antehofv 

and lines ; Penny stood doae np to it, but he could neither 
sail thronijh it, nor warp j he had therefore to in ske a long 
detour round its edge : steam however was able to do it ; and 
vtth our knife-like bows, aided bj the propeller, \re soon 
wedged a road throi^ for onrselvea and the ^ Beaohite.^ 

Detentiona ia the ice were amongst tiie moat trying dm^ 
ments of our lifb in the North ; and from the composition 
of our squadron, namely, two fast vesst Is. and two slow 
ones, the constant waiting for one anoth^ put me much in 
mind of the old doggeoel • 

" The Earl of Chatham with sword drawn. 
Was waiting for Sir Richard Strachan; 

Sir Richard longinj?' to be at 'crrn, 
Waa waiting tur the iiari of Chatham." 

The risk of detention in such a region can be understood 
by all; but few, perhaps^ will appreciate the leeUog of 
miligled paaaioa and refiet with whidi the leading Teasel hi 
such a missioa aa we had in hand found herself obliged tp 
widt to dose hor oonsort, when aU was water ahead, and the 
chances of it remaining so were but slight. A few hours wo 
all knew had often made the difference of a passage across 
Helville Bf^ without detentioo, or of a loitg, laboiious TO^a§a 
<-4iere we were waiting for our consorts. 

On the lOCh, a abort tow; and in eompany with a portion 

of the whalers, for several had retreated, we again bad to 
dook« tfi> escape nipping from the ice, and on the morrow, a 
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similar scene of iuurj ftod excitoment tookplMO wiieniiboi^ 
Uoa came. 

: 

. Thtndmf^ llA^r-^aemi of the iiio«k mW^aKkog wfaakn 
ilifl kmg on our keels, and to4Ay found «« all at a W 

beyond which there was a sea of water. I'allence ! was the 
**jniot d^ordre and it vented itself in a number of diuuers 
lad Uie winding-up of letters; for we all i^t that the hour 
«f aaparation from the whalentf would soon aniva, Xhty all 
vm ddighled with (ba perfonninaa of die ataam Tpnali in 
tba ioa,-a&d quiasad our crawa hi sitting at their eaaa, whilst 
tiiey bad to drag IiIm horses. Captain Penny, likewise, can- 
didly acknowledged that he never thought they coiild have 
answered so well ; and regretted that he had not had a steam 
Tesael. Our seamen fully appreciated tbe gpod aerrice tbft 
Miewa bad done tbem: tbay bad aoir been eleven diya in tbe 
mf daring every day of wbidb period they bad vitnetied il 
working eileetiMlly mider every dpoumatanee ; they bad eee& 
the crews of the whalers labouring at-the track-line, at the 
oar, aad in making and shortening pail, both by day and ])y 
night ; whUat^our crews had nothing to do beyond taking the 
aUpa in tow and oistiog.tbeni. off again ; -already I observed 
aiieUy jitaie ire unaieky upon all their perta ^ wifely of 
the ^eweiw.'' I baard ftona bmelbfftb inquiriea atoongil 
them, whenever a shock took place, " Whether ghe was all 
right f or to my orders, a ready re^ponae — " Aii right, six I 
she is all iree of the ice 1" 

At night .die bar opened, and giving the ^^Lady Franklin^' 
a jtffk into the water beyondi the " Iintyepid" and Pioneer" 
nttied away with die idldpa in tow, aa hard aa ateam eoidd 
tftke them. Oh, Har one ran of ninety mileal There wie 
open water ahead; but, alas! we could only get three miles 
m k>i4r Qut of our vessel — ^one» we Qoi4d have gon^ &vq^ 

8* 
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midcing in a day's work ti» diflbmMS ba t iro wi wranlijMkm 

one hundred and twenty miles. 

By two o'clock in the morning we had outrun both Penny 
WUi the wWm; 4Kid, could we only have gone faster, as- 
imdlj ibe piwago Melville B*y would ban 
^ «fllwted. Tbt hodAM was ctill km^ Msdiiag tw«i^» 
ivo <ir thirty miles eff sliofe, end the peek lied drifted eff 
some ten or fifteen miles; bttwcen the two we weie steam- 
ing at five o'clock in the morning of the 12th of July, and all 
was prMnlaii^ — a headland called Cape Walker and Melville 
MonmiMnt openiiig ftet to view. The qiuurteMiaeler grhmedp 
ee he mede hie npoit^ that he wae eove we weve in what ww 
• fthr lead into the Nortih Watorl 

Hope is not prophecy ! and so they will find who labour 
in the North ; for how changed was the prospect when I went 
on deck after a short sleep— a south whi4 had sprung up. 
We were under eail« The pack was coming in &st, and the 
ali^ ^PtefNffd to take the ioe," flying firom the OonnuK 
dere*li BMBt>head, We did take it, as the pack oame against 
the knd-floe, with Cape Walker about abreast of us ; and, in 
% few h(Mus, the "nip" took place. The "Intrepid" and 
••Pioneer"' having gone into a natural dock together, were 
seeure enough until the projecting points of the laad-floe gave 
wngr, wbm the weight of the pressure oune on the vessels^ 
and ten weMt^ ftr the firat time^ a Melville Bay squeena. 
Hw vesesle, lifted by the floes, shot altemately ahead of onn 
another, and rode down the floe for some fifty yards, until 
firmly ini bedded in ice, which, in many layers, formed a 
per^aot oradle under their bottoms. We, of oourse, were 
passive epeetators, bejend taking the pceoautlon to have » 
ftsr men Ibllowhig the veaeete over the iea with two or thvsa 
of the hoats» hi ease of a fttd eqne eao . The <* Sw e et Itttle 
CiMuh" watched over the steamers, however, and, in a short 
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time, the pressure transferred itself elsewhere. Next diy 
showed ail of Her Majesty's squadron beset in Melville Bij; 
The g^le had abated, but an ImmeiMa body of Ust hid «oiiM 
in from the 8. W. To the N. W. a dark hm dhofred s 
water sky, but from ft we must have been at 1ia«l ^»tf 
miles. Between us and the shore, a land-floe, of some thirty 
miles in width, followed the sinuosities of the coast-line. 
Bergs here and there strewed its surface ; but the major part 
of them formed what is called a " reef," in the neighbour- 
hood of Devil's Thumb, denoting either a hank or dml 
water hi that direction. 

A powerfbl sunlight obliged spectacles of every shade, 
size, and description to be brought into use ; and, as we 
walked about from ship to ship, a great deal of joking and 
fiicctiousness arose out of the droU appearanoe of some in- 
dividuals, — ^utility, and not beauty, was^ howeTer, geoeitlly 
TOted i;he great essential in onr badielor ccmmnnit j $ and 
good looks, by general eonsent, put away for a fbtore'^day. 
Great reflection, as well as refraction, existed for the time we 
remained hoset. in this position ; and the refraction on one 
occasion enabled us to detect Captain Penny*8 brigs as well 
as the whalers, although they must have been nearly thirty 
miles distant. 

The ice slackening a little fbvmed what are caBed ^ hefaa 

of water," and in these we sodn obeerred a shoal of nai^ 
whales, or unicorn fish, to be blo\N ing and enjoying them- 
selves. By extraordinary luck, one of the officers of the 
Intrepid," in firing at them, happened to hit one in a vital 
part, and the brute was eaptttred ; hie honi fofmhig a hand* 
some trophy fbft the sportsman. Tlia result tUe was^ iiwk 
the unfortunate narwhales got no peaoe; dirsoHy Hbey dMmd 
iheniselves, a shower of balls was poured into them. 

This flhh is found throughout the fishing-ground of Baffin's 
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Bi^, Iwft !■ not lardoHlArly sought for bj our paopla TIm 

Esquimaux kill it with ease, and its flesh and skin are eaten 

us Jiixuries; the latter especlully, as -aw uiiti-scorbutic, even 
by the whiilers, an<i some of our crews partook of the ex- 
trameljr greasy-looking substance, — one oian vowu^g it was 
V^iy like ebestnuts ! (2) i did oot attempt to judge lor njjr- 

lelf; baft I have no doubt It would form good Ibod to *fttall/ 
hungry person. The narwhales vary in siie, ranging som^ 
times, I am told, to fourteen feet ; the horns, of which I saw 
a great many at W iialc 1 isli JsJes were from three feet to 
seven feet in length. The use of this horn is a matter of 
(Xiatrovenj amongst the fishermen : it is almost too blunt 
ibr ofienoe^ and its point, for about four inches^ is always 
found well polished, whilst the remainder of it is usually 
covered with slime and greenish sea-weed. Some maintain 
that it roots up food from the bottom of the sea with this 
horn j others, that it probes the clefts and fissures of the 
floating ifie^with it, to drive out the small iish, which are said 
to be its prey, and whieh insftinotively take sheltor there from 
their pursuers* The body of the narwhale is oovared with a 
layer of blubber, of about two inches in tliickness. This was 
removed, and carefully boiled down to make oil ; and the 
krang^ or carcass, was left as a decoy to moUiemauks and 
ivory-gull^ — these latter birds having for the first time been 
seen by me to-day. They are decidedly the most graoeiul 
of sea-birds ; and, from the exquisite pudty of their plumage 
when settled on a piece of ioe or snow, it required a practised 
eye to detect them. Not so the voracious and impertinent 
mollies — the Procellaiia of naturalists. Their very ugliness 
appeared to give them security, and they are, in the North, 
what the vulture and carrion crow are in more pleasant dimes 
•^Nature^s scavengers* 

Tba 14tb and of Jul/ found M stiU flniJj litt^ 
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sorely was our patience taxed. In-shore of ris, a firm un- 
broken sheet of ice extended to the land, some titleea miiM 
dislnifek AeroH it| id varions direedain, lik« hedg»>rowi in 
Ml Ebgliflh landseai^ei ran long lines of piled-np luminook^ 
ibnned during the wioter hf some great pressnre; and on 
the surfiice, pools of water aad bludge* broke the general 
monotony of the aspect. 

The striking mass of rock, known as Melville's Monii- 
nMt, was dear of snow, because it was too steep for ice to 
adheie ; bot evety where else hoge domes of wUto sbowed 
where Gfesnlaad lay, esoept where CSqie Walker thrust its 
black cliir through the glacier to scowl upon us. 

Tantalus never longed for water more than we did. Those 
who have been so beset can alone tell of the watchfulness and 
beadaching for water. Kow to tho mast-head with straining 
eyos,— then arguing and iDferring, from the direction of wind 
and tide, that water must come. Others strolling over to a 
hole, and with fn^ents of wood, or a measure, endeaTOur* 
ing to delect that movement in the flues by which 1 H e rat ion 
was to be brought about. Some sage in uniibrm, perhaps, 
tries to prove, by the experieooe of former voyages^ that the 
Inekj da/ is passed or dose at hand ; whilst wiser ones oao,- 
sole themsdves with exdaiming, **Tiiat, at anj rate, we 9st% 
as yet, befhre Sir James Rosa's expedition,'— both in time 
aiid position." 

The 16th of July showed more favourable symptoms, 
and Captain Pem>y was seen working for a lane of water, a 
long way in shore of us. In the night, a general disruption 
of the fixed ice was taking plaoe in the most marveUoua 
manner; and, by the next mommg^ there was nearly as 
much water as there had befbre been ioe. Ihe two steamers, 

* Is the term applied to half-t^wed ioe or snow* 
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Hrmiy imbedded ia a mass of ice, many miles in circumfer- 
9006, irera drifting TSpidly to the southward, whilst the two 
Aips, afloat In a laige apaoe of water and listened to the lloe^ 
awaited oor llberatioti. 

The prospect of a separation from the ships, when mi- 
avuidable, in no wise depressed the spirits of my collea»^e 
of the "Intrepid," nor myself. Lilie the man who lost a 
eeolding wife, we felt if it must be so, it was for the best, 
and we were resigned. But it was not to be; the ^In- 
trepid* with her serew, and the Pioneer^ with gunpowder, 
which, f>r the first time, was now applied, flhook the frag- 
ments apart in which we were beset, and again we laid h old 
of our mentors. A thick fog immediately enveloped us, and 
in it we got perfectly puzzled, took a wrong lead, and, tum- 
blmg into a perfect ckd mc, made &st| to awatt a break in 
the weather. The 18th of July, from the same oanse, a 
dense fbg, was a lost day, and next day Penny again caught 
us up. He reported the whalers to have given up all idea 
of a Northern fishery this season. Alas! for the many 
friends who will be disappointed in not receiving letters! 
and alas ! for the desponding, who will croak and sigh at the 
whalers ihlling to get across the hay, heUevIng, therefore, 
Ifaat fPt shall Mi likewise. ' 

Penny had passed a long way hiside of the spot the 
steamers had been beset and nipped in ; and he witnessed a 
sight which, although constantly taking place, is seldom seen 
<-«the entire dissolution of an enormous iceberg. 

This iceberg had iieen obsenred hy our squadron, and 
remarked for its huge else and massiveness, givhig good 
promise of resisting a eentnry of sun and thaw. All on 
board the Lady FrankHif ' described as a most wonderful 
spectacle this icoherij. without any warning, falling, as it 
were, to pieces; the sea around it resembled a seething 
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oaidroD, from the violent plunging of the masses, as they 
broke and rebroke in a thousand pieces! The floes, torn 
up for a distance of ten miles by the violent action of the 
soUerSi tbrntoned^ by the manner the iee was agitated^ to 
'deitfoy my vwcl tlwl hid been ammigat it; ead they eon- 
fmtiilstod tfaoBoMeivei) on being enflkiently removed Ihnn 
tlM woe of danger, to see wilhovt ineurring any imme^Httte 

The fog again lifted for a short time. Pemiy went in my 
^^oiow's nest,'' ae well as into the Eeaolute's/' and sooa 
gav^ u» the dka g t a a ab le Intelligeiioe^ that tfaa laiidA>e had 
hiokeii ttfs aod we were in the peek, inatead of havteg, as ir% 

had ftncied, **&8t iee*' to hold on by ; and, as he remarlced) 

**We can do nothing but push for it; — it's all broken ice, 
and push we laust^ in-shore, or else away we go with the 
^Dose floes !" 

With thia 6eltng the sixTMasla etaited in the night, in an 
hidifferent and oroaa lead, we towing tiie Roiolttte^ and 
''Lady Fmnklln,"-^e Intrepid," with Awietaaee*' and 

"Sophia,'^ astern. Breaking through two light barriers of 
ice, the prospect was improving ; and, as they said from the 
crow's nest," that eight miles of water was beyond a neck 
of ioe ahead, I ca^^t off the vessel in tow to charge the ice ; at 
fat eha did well, but the ikHi waa neaily six feet 13hiek| hard 
andadondtandftpfeasaraonitbesldea. Ihe**Pioneaf^waa 
again caught, and the squadron anshofed to tlie iloe to await 
an opening. A lc\y horn s afterwards we were liberated, and, 
moving the vessel as far ablem as we could, the fact was duly 
laported to the senior officer ; but, as the road ahead was not 
epan^ no ehange of poeitioa eoold be made. On the morning 
of thn 90ch we wm again baaet^ and aouth gale threatened 
to inorcase the pressure; esoa^ waa, IwweTer, Impoasibla^ 
and ' I'^ear not, but trnat Ji| ^l^vidence'' is a necessary motto 
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fi>r Arctic seamen. My faith in this axiool was soon put to 
th% prooC After a short alMp I wm «UIed d«^| aa Ifai 
vhinI wm sufiiriog firom great pfeMKi%' Mj owb mwaa 
aoon nuide it evident; «r«ry timber aid plaok wia tmdkmg 
and groaning^ tlia TBoael was tlifown emiMwMy crver on hmr 
bide, ;iiid lifted bodily, the bulkheads cracking, and treenails 
"and lolts breaking with small reports. On reaching the 
deck, 1 saw indeed that the poor Pioneer" waa in sad peril } 
tha dook waa anibiag witb tha praaeuPBoa her aidei^ tha aeup- 
par-piaoee were tumiiig up out af Ilia martiaesy and a'qalver 
af agoBj wrong my eiaft'a ftama IKna etms to taffrntl, wlulel 
the floe, as if impatient to overwhelm its victim, had piled up 
aa high as the bulwark in many places. 

The men who, whaler-tashion, had, without orders I atler* 
wards leamty broagbt their clothaa on daak» readj tosara 
their little property, atood ia imota, waiting far dinoHoM 
from tiia offioar^ wfao> witb araioiia eye, wateM Aa lloa- 
edge as its ground passed the side, to see whether the strain 
was easing; suddenly it did so, aiul we were safe ! But a deep 
dent in the *' Pioneer V side, extending for some forty feet, 
and the fact, as we aAarwarda kemt, of twenty-one timbem 
baing broken iipoa one eida, proved that bar trial bad bean 
a aavare anew 

Again had the ioe oome la upon m the 8. W., and 

nothing but a steady, watchful progress through the pack was 
left to our btfuadiuii, as well as Penny's. But 1 shall not 
weary the readar with the drj detail of our avary-day 
labours, — their aaooeea.Qr lutiUl^^ Keenly and aiuriondy- 
did wa take adTantaga of ovary inaTa hi tha lea, b e iw a an 
tha 20tb and ^Ist July, yet, not aevan nuka in the rigbfe 
direction was made good; the fust uf August found us doubt- 
ing, considerably, the prospect of reaching Lancaster Sound 
by » Aorthem passage; aiMi Cspk Penny daoided, if tha 
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water approached him from the south, (o fitzike to tha 
vestward ia a lowtr klitude. 

The &hip8-r-feiiera]]jr tbe ''B#M4ttto'**-k«pl Ilia kad 
mat beftving and warping openlK^a tbro^ tba paok; and, 
laanng * anuiU portkm of tin oraiwa to kaep tba oIlMr vaaMla 
close up under her stern, the majority of the oflicei s and men 
laboured at the headmost iDliip, to move her through the ice. 
lieaviug tihead with atout hawsi^ blasting with gunpowder, 
catting with iea-aaws, and olippiDg with ice-chisela, was per« 
•ayeriogly wriad im ; but the prograaa fell ht aliori of tfaa . 
labour mpmidad^ aad tba bluff bow dipped awajr from tha 
nip instead of wedging it open. Warping the ** RestJnta^ 
through a Lanier of ice by lines out of her hawse-holes, put 
me in mind of trying to do the same with a cask, by a line 
through tba bui]g*hole : she slid and awerved every way but 
the right one» ahead ; I often saw her brii^ dead up^ aa if * 
wall bad atopped bar. After a searohi soma one would 
OKcIaim, ^ Here ia the piece that jama her and a knoek 
with a two-pound chisel would bring up a piece of ice two or 
three inches thick ! In short, all, or nearly all, of us soon 
learnt to sea» that the fine bow was tba one to get ahead ia 
the^ reglona; and tha daily inoraaaii^ advantage wbidi 
Penny bad over ua^ waa a proof which the moa* obatinata 
could not dispute. 

I often thought how proud our countrymen would be of 
their seamen, couid tliey have loukod on the scene of busy 
energy and activity displayed in the solitude of Melville 
Bay :^the hearty song, the merry laugh, and zealous 
labonra of the crew; day after day the same diffioultiea 
to contend with, yet day after day met with fresh resolu* 
tion and new reaourcea; a wide horism of ice, no sea in 
sight, )et every foot gained to the northward was talked of 
with satii^otiou and delight } men and ofii^ers vieing with 
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one aaother in laborious duties, the latter especially, finding 
wnoogil a body of Mineii, aoliMitod by such noble and 
«itlH»iB9tlo fbellngs, no neoenlty to ftar ml iofHsgement 
of tbflhr dignity. The elaqnette of the quarterdeck was 

thrown on one side fur the good of the common cause ; 
and oil every side, whether at the capstan, at the track-line, 
bauliogf heaving, or cutting, the officer worked as hard as the 
Msmen^each wm proud <^tbe other, and draoipHae si^fered 
floog^ Meed improfed: fan heie Jack had botii preo^ 
. and ezftinple. 

If we had our labours, it is not to be wondered at that we 
h^<\ also our leisure and amusements, usually at night, — a 
polar night robed in light, — then, indeed, boys fresh from 
•ehool never tossed oare more to the wmds tkm did the na- 
Jeritj of na. Games^ wbidi men in any other class of aodety 
would Yote childieb, were entered into with a zest whtdi 

neilhcr gray hairs nor stout bodies in any degree had damped. 
Shouts of laugiiter ! roars of "Not fair, not fair? run again I** 
^ Well done, well done 1" from individuals leaping and dap- 
ping their hands with excitement, arose fiom many a merry 
ring, tn whidi rounders," with a cruelly hard ball, was being 
played, hk Other directions the fiddle and elarioBet were 
hard at work, keeping pace with heels which seemed likely 
never to cease dancing, evincing more activity than grace. 
Here a sober few were heaving quoits, there a knot of Solo- 
mons talked of the past, and aigued as to the future, ^ilst 
in the distance the sentimental ones strolled about, thinking 
no doubt of some one's goodness sad beauty, in hononr of 
vhoiii, like true knights, they had come thus far to win 
briglit honom- from the " Giant of the Xorth." 

Sometimes a bear would come in sight, and then his risk 
of being shot was not small, for twenty keen hands were ont 
After tiie skin: it had been pranlaed as a $00$ d ^ t mom by 
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one to his botrotkad ; to a sister by another ; a third in. 
tndad to opm the pme-stringv of • faard4ie«rted pftmit hf 
■»h 1^ proof of regBid ; and not « ibir were to go to the Ural 
Lofd wHh it, in ezdMiigs fiif s pleos of parohBiQiiti* if hb 

would not object to the arranipjement. 

Every day our sportsmen brought home a fair proportion 
of loons and little auks, the latter bird flying in immense 
flooks to ail liie neigbboaring pools of watwr, «Dd to kill tea 
or twelve of tiim at a allot wlieii aettM to <M, iras not 
eomfdered ae derogatory to the eharaotor of a Nfmrod, where 
the question was a purely gastronomic one. I found in my 
shooting excursions an India-rubber boat, constructed upon 
a plan of my dear friend Peter Halkett, to be extremely oon- 
mrient; in it i floated down the ciieks of water, landed on 
Itoe^pieoee, eroaaed them dragging my boat, and again 
laimdied into water in search of my fathered fHenda. At 
the Whale- Fish Islands, much to the delight of my Esquimaux 
friends, I had paddled about in the inflated boat, nnd its por- 
tability seemed fully to be appreciated by them, though they 
Ibimd fliult with the want of speed, in irMdi it fell flur dioft 
ef their own &trj craft. 

The separation of the squadron, ooeanoned by either nia- 
taku or accident, detained us for a few days in the beginning 
of August, in order that junction might again take place. 
Penny, by dint of hard tracking and heaving, gained seven 
ttHea upon ua. For aeveral daye a adiooner, a ketch, and a 
aingle-maated craA;^ had been seen fiir to the southward ; they 
were now rapidly closing, and we made them out to be the 
*Telix," Sir J. Ross, with his boat towing astern, and the 
•♦Prince Albert," belonging to Lady Franklin, in charge of 
Commander Forsyth. 

ili^ Mk— Plenty of waiter. The Awtirtawerf' iw- 
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aeived orders to proceed (when her consort the " Intrepid" 
joined her) to the north shore of Lancaster Souud, examine 
it and Wellington Channely and having assured themselves 
lhaft FunUiii had not goaa^np by that rovie ta the N. 
k» meat oa between Oe^ Hotbam and Gspe Walker. I ra» 
grettad that the ebore upan whieh the flmt traees wmild 
undoubtedly be fuund. should have f;illiii to another's share: 
however, as there seemed a prospect of separation, and by 
doing progress, I was tNX> r^ieed to give it a second 
tiuN^; and that the ^'Ajnataaoe*' would do her work weO^ 
was apparent to all who witneeeed the seal and akill die> 
|klayed by her people in the most ordinary duty. 

Q'akiu^ in our ice-anchors, and getting hold of the " Keso- 
Inte," I bid lay irieodi of the Assistance" good-bye, thinking 
that adTanca was now lifc^y ; ^ia-hope aooD ftiled mfy ftr 
i^n wa made fiurt^ and i^t& we all waited for one aaother^ 

Amongst many notea of the eoperiority of eteam OTer 
manual labour in the ice, I will extract two made to-day. 

The "Assistance" was towed by the "Intrepid" in fifteen 
jsunutcF^, a distance which it took the " Beacdute," followed 
by the Pioneer," ftom 10 a. m. to 8 f* k. to tmok and 

The ^Intrepid" ateamed to a bevg in ten minnteei and got 
past it. The rest of the squadroilk, by manual labour, suo- 
ceeded in accomplisiiiiig the same distance in three hours and 
a half, namely, from 7 p. m. to 10 30 F. m., by which time 
the ioe had cloaed ahead, and we had to make ^Mt 

■ 

AmsntMi 614 and tth, — ^Very littie progreae : and a aqnadron 
of blank faces showed that there were many taking a deep 
ativi anxious interest in the state of affairs. The remark that 
Sir James Ross's expedition was by this time, in 1848^ in a 
better poaitSon than onnelyea, and only ^Mind time to aeoora 
winter quartern ^at Leopold Uand, waa eonatint^r heard: 
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there was, in fact, but one hope lefl, — we had Bl;eam, and 
Ikere was yet thirty dajra of open navigation. 
• ¥ri«bj the MiiifAagMtitlasI Arrived. Cbplahi Pany^ 
squadron was gone out of flight m a Isae of- water ftowaidi 
Gupe York. The aehooiier and keteh were passing us : cau- 
tion yielded to the grim necessity of a push for our very 
honour^s sake: the ship was dropped out of the nip, the 
^Fioneer^ agiaiii allowed to put her wedge-bow, aided bj 
Haam, to the craelL Jo one boar we weiv pMt * barrier 
irhiQli had ehecked our adranee for fbree long weaty daye» 
All was joy and excitement : the steamers themselves 
seemed to feel and know their work, and exceeded even our 
saiigaiue expectations ; aud^ to every one's delight, we were 
thk erenitig alloved to earry on a ayelem of iee^breakHig 
which will donbtleBei in fotore Aretki voyages, be carried out 
With great suooese. For ifietanee, a pieee of a floe, two or 
three hundred yards broad, and three feet thick, prevented 
our progress : the weakest and narrow est part being ascer* 
tained, the ships were aeoured as oloee as possible without 
ebatrueliBg the steam vesael% Ito mijor part of the emw 
heiiig despatohed to the line where die cut waa to be mede^ 
with tools and gunpowder for bkathigy and plentjr of short 
liaiid-liiies and claws. 

The " Pioneer" and "Intrepid," then, in turn rushed at the 
ioe, breaking their way through it until the impetus gained 
k the open vaher waa lost by the feaistaiiee of the ke» The 
wokd **Btopherl Back torn, oastf T waa then given^ and the 
screw went astern, oanying with her towi of ice, by mesne 
of nuiueruus lines which the blue-jackets, who attended on 
the forecastle, and others on broken pieces of the floe, held 
on by« As the one vessel went asteni, the other flew ahead 
toherwariic. The opemftioii was^ moreover, aided bj the 
plosions of powder; and altogether the aoeoe was m highly 
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mterestiDg and instraetfye (me: it was • Irach Iflural fn the 

screw's wreath ; aud the gallant "Intrepid" gave a coup-de- 
ffirw to tlie mass, which sent it ooaob-wheeling round, as it is 
termed \ wkl the whole of the squedron tftking the nip, as 
Antie ehips dboold do, we weie next momiiig in the (Sm 
lead, and our trouUea In Melville Bey were at an end. 

It u;is now the 10th of August. By heavens! I shall 
never forget the light-heai ledness of that day. Forty days 
had we been beset ist the ioe, and one day of fair applioatioa 
of afeaam, powde/, and iDeo» and the mnelKtaiked-of bay waa 
vaiaeied. There was» howeTer, no time to be lest The air 
was calm, the water was smooth ; the land-floe (for we had 
again reached it) lay on tlu^ otu; hand — on the other the pack, 
from whose grip we had just escaped, still threatened us. 
Penny had been out of sight some time, and the " f elix" aad 
^^Friaee Albeirt*' were naarij ten miles ahead I 

Gentle Reader, 111 bore yoa no longer ! We had ealaa 
water and steam, — the ships in tow, — our progress rapid, — 
the " Albert" and " Felix" were caught. — their news joy- 
fully received, — and they taken in tow likewise. The dates 
fxom England were a month later than our own: all oar 
- tteids were vel^-^l liopefiil; and, putting those last dear 
letters away, to be read and re-read daring the coming winter, 
we pushed Qii, and there was no time to be lost. Several 
nights before we escaped from the pack the frost had been 
intense, and good aliding waa to be had on the pools formed 
by anmrner heal on the floea. The bay4ee*^ was forminf 
£ist, and did not all melt during ttie day* Hie Inids had 
finished breeding; and, with the fresh millions that had been 
added to their numbersj, were feeding up preparatory to their 



* SItst winter iot^ or yoengios, is oriM hay4os^froni an eld 
YtrhAf IS wead isy^ to Ymakj-^JtmOm. 
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departure south. The sun was sweeping, niyhtly^ nearer and 
nearer to the northfira hoi'izoa, Niglit once set io, we knew 
full well the winter would come with giant strides, ^'Puali 
on, good wsrew T was on eTtrj one^a Ujp; and anxiety waa 
seen on every brow, if by acddentf or for any purpose, tbe ' 
propeller ceased to move. " W hat's the matter ? All right, 
I hope Then a chuckle of satisiactioii at boiog told that 
"nothinjij was amiss I" 

Time did not allow ua, or I verily believe we might hav« 
killed tona of birda between Cape Walker and Gipe York, 
principally little anks {Alca alle) ; — they aotnally blackmied 
the edge of the floe for miles. I had seen, on the coast uf 
Peru, near the great Guano mines^ what I thought was an 
inconoeivable number of birda eongre;gated together^ but 
they were aa nothing compared with the myriada that we 
disturbed in our passage, and their atupid tameneaa would 
have enabled us to kill as many as we pleased. 

On August 13tl), Cape York being well iu sight, Penny** 
brigs were again in view; and whilst the Intrepid" and 
^'Asaiatancey" with the ''Prinoe All>ert»'' oommunicated 
with the natives of Gape York, the Pioneer" puafaed on| 
and soon passed the brigs, who, although they knew fiill wall 
that the late arrl\als fruin i^iigland had letters for them| 
were to be seen pushing tooth and o&ili to get to the west- 
ward. 

4 

Slow— as alow aa poasihje-^wa steamed all dajy along th* 
^ Crimson Cli& of Beverley/* The interview with the natives 
of Gape York, alas ! was to cost us mudi. My frame ot mind 

at the lime was far from heavenly j fur Large Water" was 
ahead, our squadron many a long mile from its work ; and I 
was neither interested, at the time, in Arctic Highlanders or 
Crimson Snowt" in the. evening the ** Aasistanee" jotned 
na; and I waa tM that ^^important in£brmaM<m had hum. 
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gained.'* We were to turn back \ and the Intrepid" went 
ill dttse of Peony, to get the aid of his interpreter, Mr* 
Petersen. 

I remember being awoVe at six o^eloek on the morning 

of the 14th of August, and being told a hobgoblin story, 
which made me rub my eyes, and doubt my own hearing. 
Wliat I thought of it is neither here nor there. Su^ce it 
that Adam Beek — mttj lie be branded for a liar ! — stioceeded, 
ihls day, in misleading a large mimber of Her Majesty 
officers (as his attested document proves), and in detaining, 
for two days, the squadrons in search of Franklin. No one 
with common perception, who witnessed the interview on 
oar deck between Mr* Petersen, Adam Beek, and our nevr 
shipmate, the Esqoiroaux from Gape York, could &il to per- 
ceive that Mr. P. and the G^pe York native understood one 
another much better than the latter could the vile Adam 
Beck ; and had I had any doubts upon the subject, they, 
would .have been removed when I learnt that Petersen had 
seen and communicated with these very natives before onr 
squadron came np, and that no such bloody tale had been 
told him ; in fact, it was the pore coinage of Adam Beok^ 
brain, cunningly devibod to keep, at any rate, his own ship 
on a coast whither he could escape to the neighbourhood of 
his home in South Greenland. 

The &ct of the North Star^' having wintered last year 
ftt Wolstenholme Sound, or ^Petowack,** was elicited^ and 
that natives had been on board of her. The " Assistance^ 
and "Intrepid," therefore, remained to visit that neighbour- 
hood, whilst we proceeded to the south shore of Lancaster 
Bound, touching, as had been prearranged^ at Pond's Bay 
and CSape Possession. 

Steaming along the Crimson Qifii ibr a second time, we 
left the " Lady Franklin" and " Sophia," in a stark calm, to 
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do their l>est» Fewer ships, the faster progress ; and heartily 
did all cheer when, at midnight, we turned to the N. 
leaving the second division to do their work in Wolstenholme 
Sonnd. So ended the memorable 14th of August : it will 
be, doubtless, remembered by many with far from pleasant 
feelings; and some who have been "gulled" in England may 
thank Mr. Petersen that a carrier-pigeon freighted with a 
ooek-and-bull story of blood, fire, wreck, and mnrder, was 
not despatched (m tirnt memorable day. 

The 15th we struck westward, that is, the "Pioneer,^ 
with "Resolute" and " Prince Albert" in tow. After four 
hours of very intricate navigation, called " reeving through 
the pack," we reached the West Water, — a wide ocean of 
water without one piece of fioe-ice, and very few icebergs. 
The change was wonderful — incredible. Here was nothing 
but water; and we were almost within sight, as we steered 
to the S. W., of the spot where, for foi t\ -seven days, we had 
had nothing but ice! ice! ice! Let us hurry on. The West 
Water (as usual with the water at this season of the year) 
was covered with fiig : in it we steered. The *^ Resolute,'' as 
a capital joke, in return for the long weary miles we had 
towed her, set, on one occasion, all studsails, and gave us a 
tow for four hours. When off the mouth of Lancaster 
Sound, the " Prince Albert" was cast off; and she departed 
to carry out, as I then thought, a part of the grand scheme 
of land travelling next year, into which it became almost 
daily apparent the search for Franklin would resolve itsel£ 
Already had nii^ht commenced ; next came winter. 

Touching at Pond's Bay was marie a longer proceeding 
than was ever calculated upon, for a succession of thick fogs 
and strong gales prevented the Pioneer'* running into the 
bay, or ascertaining whether cairns or other marks had been 
erected on the coast 

4 
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Die SSlst of Aogast oame befim we luid a chsiig* of 
weather: liappily it then took place; and the '^Ploneet^' 

(having some days before left the "Resolute," to cruise off 
Possession Bay) entered Tond's Bay, running up the northern 
shore towards a place called Button Point. 

The West Land," as this side of Baffin's Bay is ealled, 
strikes all seamen, after straggHog through the ley region of 
Melville Bay, as bdng verdant and oorapanitiTely geniaL 
.We all thought so, and feasted our eyes on valleys, which, in 
our now humbled taste, were voted hcaiitiftjl, — at any rate 
there were signs and symptoms of verdure; aad we 
steered close aioug the coasts green and rasset cokmvs wm 
detected and pointed out with delight. The bay was calm 
and glassy, and the Bun to* the west, sweeping along a water 
horizon, showed pretty plainly that Pond's Bay, like a good 
many more miscalled bays of this region, was nothing more 
than the bell-shaped mouth to some long fiord or strait. 

One of my Ice-quartermasters, a highly intelligent seaman, 
assured me he had been in a whale-boat up this very inke» 
mittl they conjectured themselves to be ftst approaching Ad- 
liiiiaity Inlet; the couiiLiy there improved much in appear- 
ance, and in one place they found abundance of natives, deer, 
and grass as high as his knees. I landed with a boat's mw 
on Button Point. The natives had retired into the interior to 
kill deer and salmon : this they are in the habit of dofaig 
every season when the lan^ ice •breaks up. Numerous un- 
roofed winter habitations and carefully secured caches of 
seal-blubber proved that they had been here in some num- 
bers, and would return to winter afler .the ice had again 
formed in the bay^ and the seals began to appear, vpon 
whieh the existence of the Esquimaux depends. 

On first landing we had been startled by observing nu- 
merous cairns, standing generally in pairs : these we pulled 
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do\vii one aflber tbe other, aod examined without iindiiig any 
thing ia ihtm ; and ii was only the •ooidwttol diaearerj by 
ouft oC 1^9 nm c€ a Mal4>labber mmA^ wfaioh showed tbrt 
tiift eaims were nrarely mafka by whibh the Bequimmix, on 

their relai u lii the winter, could detect their stores. 

The \v inter abode of these Esquimaux appeared to be 
aunk from three- to ffsax feet below the level of the groontd: 
a ring of atones^ a Usw Ibet hJ^ were all the Teatigaa we 
saw. No doiibi they oompleted the habitatioii by buildiog 
a hoQse of snow of the usual dome shape over the stones and 
sunken floor. Having no wood, whale-bones had been licre 
substituted for cafters, as is usual along the whole breadth 
of the American ooast-line from Behiing^s&traita; but many 
of the hovels had no xafters. On the whole the impresucm 
wa% that the natives here lived in a state of much greater 
barbarity and discomfort than those we had seen about the 
Danish settlements on the opposite shore. 

A cairn was erected by us ; a record and some letters 
deposited for the natives to put on board whalers at a Alton 
season ; and having plaoed a number of presents for the poor 
ereatnres In the dlfifefent huts, and on the mt^kt, we hurried 
oil board and made the best of our way to Possession Bay,* 
and rejoined the " liesolute," from whom we learnt that the 
" North Star" had placed a record there, to say, that after 
having fsaled to eross Baffin's Bay in 1849, she had done so 
la I850y and had gone up I^ancaslier Sound to seek the ^ En^ 
tefprne" and Inves^tor/' under Sir James Boss, they 
having, as we knew, meanwhile, gone home, been paid of^ 
recomniissioned, and were now, please God, in the Arotie 
OeeaUf by way of Behring's Straits. 

Am9u$t 2^ 1650/— The ''RssolBte'' in oonqNuiy, and 
steeriog a course up Lancaster Sound. 
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The great gatewaj^ vitliin whose portals we wm now 
iwt enteritig, has much in it that U interestiDg in its associa- 
Hoiis to an English aaaman, Aorosa it* month, tho bold 
iMvigator Baflb, SOO years befi»«, had steered, pronounced it 

a sound, and named it after the Duke of Lancaster. About 
thirty-five years ago it was converted into a bay by Sir John 
Boss; and within eighteen months atterwardsi Parry^ the 
prinee <tf Arotio navigators, sailed through this verj ha/, and 
diseoTered new lands extending half of the dlstanoe towwda 
B^ring^s Straits, or about 600 miles. To oomplete the r»- 
maiiihiff 600 miles of unknown region, Sir John Franklin 
and his 140 gallant followers had devoted theuiselvcs, — with 
what resolution, with what devotioni ia best told by their 
long afaeenoe and our anziiety. 

Tha fangfa and towering ranges of the Byam Martin Moun^ 
tilns looked cbwn vpon us from the southern sky, between 

fest-passing fog- banks and fitful gusts of wind, which soon 
sobbed themselves into a calm, and steam, as usual, became 
our friend: with it the "Pioneer," towing the "Kesolute" 
astern, steered for the north shore of Lanoaeter Sound ; and 
on August 35th we were off Oroker Bay, a deep indentation 
between Cape Warrender and CSape Home. The douds 
hung too heavily about the land, distant as we were, to see 
more than the bare outline, but its broken configuration gave 
good hope of' numerous harbours, fiords, and oreeks. From 
Oi^ Home, we entered on a new and peouliar region of 
limeatond formation, lofty and tabular, oflEering to the mt^ 
board ^\tk steep and escarped as the imagination can picture 
to be possible. By the beautiful sketches of Parry's officers, 
made on his first voyage, we easily recognized the various 
headlands; the north shore being now alone ia view; and 

we saw npthing 



Digitized by 



> 



iBttora of the south dkom of Laomstor Sound after leaving 

Of Pcywell bilet w» saw an extondye glaoier extending 

into the sound, and a icw loose 'berg pieces floating about* 
This glacier was regarded with some interest ; for, remark- 
ably enough, it is the iast one m»t mth in sailuig weatwand 
fia Melville MandL 

The icebei^, as it is well known, is the creation of lha 
glacier ; and where land of n nntnie to fbrm the latter does 
not exist, the former is not met with. 

The region we had just lel't bt^hind us is the true home of 
the iceberg in the northern hemisphere. There, in Baffin's 
Baj, where the steep oUffii of eold granitic formation frown 
over waters where the ordinary deep aea lead*lino" fiiils to 
find bottom, the mofiareh of glaolal fbrmstlona floats slowlj 
from the ravine whicli has been its birth-place, until fjiirly 
launched in the profound waters of the Atlantic, and in the 
eourse of many years is carried to the warmer regions of the 
south, to assist Natare in preserving her gmt lavs of oqiiU 
iibriam of temperatttre of the «r and water. 

At one period — and not a very distant one either—* 
isavans, and, amongst others, the French philos<)pher 8t. 
Pierre, believed icebergs to be the accumulated snow and ice 
of ages, which, forming at the poles, detached themselves 
ISrom the parent mass: this, as they then thought^ had no 
leferenee to the existence of land or water* Snob an hy. 
potheris for some time gave rise to ingenioos and startling 
theories as to the efilct which an incessant accumulation of 
ice would have on the globe itself; and St. Pierre hiuted at 
the possibility of the huge cupolas of ice, which, as he be* 
lieved, towered aloft in the cold heavens of the poles, suddenly 
lannching towarda the eqaator, melting, and bringmg aimt n 
second deluge. 
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Had tbe immortal Oook been awwre of the certiintj' of 

land being clcjse to Wm, when, In the Antarotlc rc^OM, he 

found himself amongst no less than uiie hundred and eight^- 
•six icebergs in Deceniber, 1773; he who, from the deck of a 
collier, had risen to be the Columbus of England, might have 
then placked tbe laurel which Sir James Boas so gaUaotly 
won In the discovery of the drcumpolar ooatfaent of Que«si 
Victoria's Land. 

On every side of the southern pole, on every meridian of 
the great South Sea, the seaman meets icebergs. Not so in 
the north. In the 360 degrees of longitude, which intersects 
the parallel of 70 degrees north (about which parallel the 
coasts of America, Europe, and Asia will be fi>uiid to He), 
icebergs are only found over an extent of some 55 degrees 
of longitude, and this is immediately in and about Greenland 
and Baffin's Bay. In fact, for 1375 miles of longitude we 
have icebergs, and then for 7^5 geographical miles none are 
met wllih. Hiis interesting fact is, in my opinion, most 
cheering, and points strongly to the possibility that no extim- 
sive land exists about our northern pole, — a supposition 
which is borne out by the fact, that the vast ice-fields off 
Spitzbergen show no symptoms of ever having been in con- 
tact with land or gravel. Of course, the more firmly we eaa 
bring ontselves to bdleve in the existence of an ocean mid 
leading to Befaring^s Straits, the better heart we shall feel in 
searching the various tortuous channels and different islands 
with which, doubtless. Franklin's route has been beset. It 
was not, therefore, wldiout deep interest ^t I passed die 
boundary which Natnns had set in the west to the existence 
of icebergs, and endeavoured to form a correct idea of the 
cause of such a phenomenon. 

Whilst this digression upon icebergs has taken place, the 
kind reader will suppose the calm to have ceased, and the 
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** Resolute" aud "Pioneer,'' under sail before a westerly 
wind, to be running from the table-land on the north shore 
of Lancaster Sound, tn a diagonal direction towards Leopold 
Island. On the dSHi of August, Cape York gleamed throagh 
an angry sky, and as Regent's Inlet opened to the southward, 
there was little doubt but we should soon be caushi in an 
Arctic gale : we, however, cared little, provided there was 
plenty of water ahead, though of that, there appeared strong 
reasons for ^tertaining donbts, as both the temperature of 
the air and water was &st idling. 

That night — for night was now of some two houii' du- 
ration — the wind piped meniiy, and we rolled most cruelly; 
the long and narrow Pioneer' threateaing to pitoh every 
spar over the side, and refusing all the manoBuyrfng iqpon 
the port of her beshaken officers and men to comfort and 
quiet her. 

A poet, who had not been fourteen hom-s in the cold, and 
whose body was not racked by constant gymnastic exertion 
to preserve his bones from fracture, might have given a 
beantifiil. deseriptiixi of the lifting of a fierce sky at about 
hall^past one in the morning, and a disagreeable glimpse 
through snow-storm and squall of a bold and precipitous 
coast not many miles ofT nn l :\!icad of us. I cannot nnder- 
- take to do so, for I remembet feeling for from poetical, as, 
with a jerk and a roQ, the " Pioneer," under fore and aft 
oanw, came to the wind. Fast increasing daylight showed 
«s to haye been thrown considerably to the northward ; and 
as we sailed to the south the ice showed itself in far from 
pleiising proximity under the lee — boiling^ for so the edge of 
a pack appears to do in a gale of wind. It was a wild sight ; 
bat we felt that, at any rate, it was optional with a screw 
steamer whether she ran hito the pack or kept the sea, for 
her dawing-to^windward power astonished us who had ibugfat 
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itt the te0th of hafd gftlw •lfl«whm in flyii^ Symoodlti 
brigs. Not 80, however, thought a toagh old Httll qiiarteiw 

master, whose weather-beaten face peered anxiously over the 
lee, and watebed the Resolute^' beating Crouier-a-lee, for I 
heard him growl out, *^ WuH, if they are off a strait lee-pack 
edge, the sooner they make up their mincls to ruti into it the 
better P <* Why so, Ha|l T 1 inquired. Because, sir,^ re^ 
plied the old man, " that ship is going two feet to leeward 
for one she is going ahead, and she would mver work off 
nothing /" 

Pleasant!" I mentally ejaeulated ; but^ willing to hear 
more from my dry old friend, who was quite a ofaaraeter in 
bis way,p— ^ Perhaps," I said, you have ooeastonally besn 

aiiight in worse vessels off such a pack as yuu describe, or 
a lee shore, and still not been lost]" 

'^Oh ! Lord, sir! we have some rum crafl in the whaling 
■bipe, but I don't thinlc any thing ao aluggtah as the ^ Beao* 
lute.* Howsomdever, they geta put to it now and then. 
Why, it was only last year, we were down on the souths 
west fishing-ground: alx ut the 10th of October, it came on 
to blow, sir, from the southward, and sent in a sea upon us, 
which nearly drowned us : we tried to Iceep an offing, but it 
was no use; we couldn't show a rag; evefy thing was blown 
away, and it was perishing cold; but our captain was a 
smart man, and he said, — Well, boys, we must run for 
Hangman's Cove,* altho' it's late in the day ; if we don't^ 
I won't answer where we'll be in the niornhig." 

*^So up we put the helm, sir, to run for a place like a hole in 
a wall, with notliing but a dose-reefed topsail set, and the 
aky as thick as pea^up. It looked a bad job, I do assure 



* Hangman's Cove, a gm&U ^larbour on the west aide of Davis's 
Straits. 
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yon, sir. Jvrt m it vm ^trk, 

against the cliffs, and. we did uot know whether we were lost 
or saved until by good hick w« shot infco dead smooth wat«r 
in a HUle cot», and kt go oor anehor. Next day a oiUft 
•at in, axid tlie yomig ioe made round the i^>: we oosldii^ 
eat It, and we ooulda't tow tlie TeaMl through itw We M 
not three moutfaa' provisions, and we made certain sure of 
being starved to death ; when the wind came strong off the 
kody aud, by working lor our lives, we escaped, and went 
home directlj out of the oountry.'* 

^ A eheerLg tale, thk, of the Ilaiiginaii's OoTe,** I tkooght, 
*e I turned fWmi my JoVe oomferter ; and, satisfying myself 
that the pack precluded all chauce of reaching X^eopoid 
Island for the present, I retired to rest. 

Next day, the 27th of Augu^ ibmid as eteenaff pait 
Chpe Hard, off i^ioh the peek lay at a distaoee of eona 
ten miles, and, as we ran westward, and the breadth of dear 
water gradually diminished, the wind failed us; although, 
astern in Lancaster 8niuid, there was still a dark and aiL^ny 
sky betokening a war of the elements, whereas whore wa 
wave off Radstook Bay— all waa ealo^ eold, aadimtie* 

^ Up steam, and take in tow waa again the cry ; and 
as tile pack, aeted on by the tide, oommenoed to travel 
quickly in upon ( ape Ricketts, we slipped past it, and 
reached an elbow formed between that headland and Beechey 
island. The peculiar patch of broken table-land, called 
OMwdl*s Tower, aa well aa the atriking oUffb of aiaty Itasa- 
atone along whose base we were rapidly aleaming, daimed 
much of our attention ; and we were pained to see, from the 
strong ice-blink to the S. W., that a ])ody of packed ice had 
been driven up the straits by the late gales. 

Hie sua wia. fint dipping bahiad North Doyob, and 
a baanlilal moon (the fiiat we liad Iboad any use hi mam 

4» 
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pndng Cape Fmwdl on Uie Wth ^ May) wm fhmhSkf 

accepted as a substitute, when the report of a boat being 
seiti from the mast-head startled us iiud excited general 
aiuuely. Wo were ttai off Gasooigoe Inlet, the ^* Resolute'* 

Oqptiiii Steiwart and Dr. SntlMrkiid ; lliey mit on bo«d 
the ^ Resolote/' snd, shortly sfteTwnfcIs, tiw interestiiig 

intelligeuce they then oommunicated was made kuovvti to 
me. 

It was this, — the " Assistance " and " Intrepid," afttff 
Ibtjr left us, had Tisited- Woktienk>lme Soimd, and dBidov- 
end ^ wifttor qnafters of H. IL S. North Bte," bal 

nothing to lead them to plaoe any faith in Adam Beck's 
tale : from thence they had examined the north shore of 
iMmstaH&s Sound as tar as Cape Biley, witlumt disooYering 
any thing; on landing tbare, howwrery numerona Iraoea of 
Ibgluih sesBMn having Tiaitad tha spot wara diaoomarod ni 
aimdiy p iea aa of rag, rope, broken bottiea, and a kngJnii- 
died instrument intended to rake up things fioiii the bottom 
of the sea ; marks of a tent-place were likewise visible. A 
cnim was nast aeen oa Beaohey Island ; to thia the Intrepid" 
praaeadad, and, iw lather an odd inotdent oomiaelad with her 
aaanh of Una apoi took pinea, I ahaU hara aaantion it, 
although it was not until aftarwaida that the eircumstanoe 
came to my kinjwledge. 

The steamer having approached close under the island, 
nlwntiiUof offioanandmenprooaadedonahoMs onlaiidii^ 
aonota ralioa of Eniopaaa Tiaitora ware found; and wa can 
pietwe lha anxiety with idbieh the ateep waa aeaM and 1km 
cairn tom down, every stone turned over, the ground under- 
neath dug up a little, and yet, alas! no document or record 
iaund. Maanwhile an Antio adventure, natural, but novel 
to doa portiaa of aotaa^ una taking piaae. Tba boat 
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had left the ^ hOtvpW* ^rHIioiit tamm of anj deMvip^on, 

and the people on the top of the cliff saw, to their dismay, 
a large white bear advancing rapidly in the direction of the 
boat) wkieh, by the delibento way the brute stopped and 
mised his head aa if In tba aot of stnelUBg, appeared to dia- 
tarb his cA&oloiy nepvaa* ^Ae two men loft in ehain^ of 
the boat happily caught sight of Bruin before he caught hold • 
of them, and launching the boat they hurried off to the 
steamer, whilst the observers left on the diff were not sorry 
to aee the bear ohaae the boat a short way and then torn 
towafds the packed lee in the olBng. HdB event, together 
wi& some risk of the ice separating the two yeaeels; indueed 
the party to return on board, where a general (ihuiigh, as 
was afterwai'ds proved, erroneous) impression had been 
created on the minds of the people bel<Higing to the two 
Aips, that what they luid found must be the tnoss of a retreat* 
ing or sfaipwreeked party from the Erebus^ and Terror.^ 
A short distance within Cape Riley, another tent-place was 
found ; and then, after a look at the coast up as far as Cape 
Innis, the two vessels proceeded across towards Cape Ho- 
tham, cin die opposite side of Wellington Channel, having in 
the fivrt plaoe ereeted a cahrn at die base of CSape Biley, and 
' in it deposited a dooument. 

W hilst the " Assistance" and " Intrepid" were so em- 
ployed, the American squadron, and that under Captain 
Penny, were fast approaching. The Americans first com- 
municated wttih Captain Onunanney's division, and heard 
cf the dlsoovery of the first traees of Sir John EnnUSn. 
The Americans then informed Penny, who was pushing for 
Wellington Channel ; and he, after some trouble, succeeded 
in catching the " Assistance," and, on going on board of her, 
laamft all they had to tell him, and saw what traces they had 
diBcovered. ' Osptain Peony then returned— as he figuratively 
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expressed it — to take up thfi search from Cape Riiey like a 
blood-tiouiidf'^ and richly was he rewarded for doing bo. 

At Cape Spenoer he dlaoovared the ground-plaii of a t«iit^ 
^e floor of which was neatly and carefully paved with 

small smooth stones. Around the tent a uumber of bird's 
bones, as well as renmants of meat-canisters, led him to 
.imagine that it had been inhabited for some time aa a sboo^ 
ing station and a look-out place, for which latter purpose it was 
admirably chosen, commanding a good view of Barrow'a 
Strait and Wellington CSiannel ; this opinion was confirmed 
by the discovery of a piece uf paper, on which was written, 
^ to be called/' — evidently the fragments of an officer's night 
orders. 

Some sledge marka pointed northward irom this neigh* 
bourhood; and, the American squadron being unable to 

advance up the strait (in consequence of the ice resting 
lirmly against the land close to Cape Innis, and across to 
BarlQW Inlet on the opposite shore), Lieut, de Haven 
despatched parties on £K)t to follow these sle^^ marki^ 
whilst Penny^a squadron returned to re-examine Beediey 
Island. The American officers found the sledge tracts -wrj 
distinct for some miles, but before they had got as far as Cape 
Buwden. the trail ceased, and one empty bottle and a piece of 
newspaper were the last things found in that direction. 

Not so Captain Penny's squadron : — ^making &st to tho 
ioe between Beechey Island and Gape Spenoer, in whal is 
BOW called Union Bay, and in which they found the ^ Felix^* 
schooner to be likewise lying, parties from the " Lady 
Franklin*' and " Sophia" started towards Beechey Island. 

A long point of land slopes gradually from the soi^jthem 
blufl& of this now deeply interesting l»kuid, until it almost 
connects itself with the land of Ncoth Devon, fomnng, on 
either side of it, two good and commodious bays. On tills 
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fio^ « miiltitiide of pfMemd iDMit4tDB were strswed 
tibout, and near tlMm, and on the ridge of the slope, a 

carefully constructed caiin was discovered : it consisted 
of layers of meat-tins filled with gravel, and placed to 
fi)nn a solid funiirlMtiun. Beyond this, and along the 
Aortheni diore of Beeehejr Island, the following traces 
were then quickly disooTered ^— the emhankment of a 
house with carpenter and armourer's working places, wash- 
ing-tubs, ctml-bag"^, pieces of old clothing, rope, and, lastly, 
the graves of tiiree of the crew of the " Erebus" and 
Terror," — ^placing it beyond all doubt^ that the missing 
diipe had indeed been there, and bearing date of the 
winter of 1845-46. 

W*', tli( l efore, now had ascertained the first winter 
qiiiu teis of Sir John Franklin ! Here fell to the ground 
all the evil forebodings of those who had, in England, con* 
signed his expedition to the depths of Baffin's Bay, on its 
ootward voysge. Our first prayer had been granted by a 
benefioent Providence ; and we had now risen, from doubt 
and hope, to a certain assurance of Franklin having reached 
thos &r without shipwreck or disaster. 

Leaving us in high spirits at the receipt of such glorious 
intell^ence, Gsptain Stewart proceeded in his boat to se^rdi 
the eoast-llne towards Gascoigne Inlet and Oasweirs Tower. 
We continued to steam on ; off Cape Riley a boat was 
despatched to examine the record left by the " Assistance 
and, from her, I heard that the *' Prince Albert," which had 
been ordered by Lady Franklin down Begent*s Inlet to 
Brraatford Bay, had visited the said cairn, deposited a 
document to say so, and was gone, I now felt certain, 
home. 

As the " Pioneer" slowly steamed through the loose ice 
which lay off Beechey Island, the calm erected by Franklin's 
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people on the height above us was an object of deep interest 
and conversation ; and, placed so conspiouoiisly as it wias, b 
•Mmed to saj to xM» bastiiig hearty "Follow them that 
ereoted me I" 

On rounding the western point, tiuee brigs and aeehooner 

were seen to be fast to the land ice in Union Bay ; and. as 
we had been in the habit of almost scraping the clitis in 
Baffin's Bay, I, fi)fgetting the di£SiPence between Jthe ep- 
proaeh to a g^ite and a' limeetone elil^ and deehooe to 
avoid the stream of ice now pouiing out of WeUfngton Gum* 
nel, went too close to the shore, and eventually ran agronnd ; 
the Iv sr late'* just saved herself by slipping the tow-rope, 
and letting go an anchor. A rapidly-falling tide soon showed 
me that I must be pati^t and wait until next day, and, as the 
^ Reeolnte^ was in the conrse of the night woiked faito the 
bajr, and secured, we piped down** for awMle. 

Wednesday^ ^th Augusl. — 1 was awoke by a hearty 
shake, and Captain Penny's warm " Good-morning he had 
come out to me towing the Mary,'' a lamioh belonging to 
Sir John Ross, ui order thst I mi^t listen the ^Pioneek','' 
and oflhred me tlie ^Sophia" brig, to reosive a portion of mj 
stores, if I would only say it was necessary. 

"A friend in need is a friend indeed," and snch Captain 
Penny proved himself; for my position was far from a pleas- 
ant one,*— on a hard fi|»it of limestone, in whiiA no anefaor 
ooold find holding ground, and, at low water, five foet less 
than the draught of ^ '^Pioneer," exposed to all tie set of 
the ice of the Wellington Channel and Barrow's Strait, with 
about another week of the " open season" left. 

All arrangements having been made to try and float the 
steamer at high water, I had time to asic Osptain Penny his 
news ; the best part of whieh was> that* as yet nothing had 
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\mi fowA in our luighboiiriiood to ]M to tb» infmnct 

tJut any party in distress had retreated ffmrn tka *^ Brsbm* 

and ''Terror." He considered the h;Li i)uur chosen hy Frank- 
Un for hih winter quarters was an excellent one. 

C^taia Penny gave no very eheeiiiig aooount of the pi>o»> 
pact of A- miMli fiurther advaaoe ibr ounelrea : WelUi^i^loii 
Cbaiuiel iras blocked up with a r&y heavy flooi and Barrow** 
Strait to tile weatwaid was dtotced witii packed iee ; the 
"Assistance" and "Intrepid" were to be seen off Barlow 
Inlet, but their position was far from a secure one ; and, 
lastly, Penny told me he intended, afler the result of a 
firesh nardi Ibr a moid on Beoehay bland was fcnowii, to 
oammunicaiB with the '^AmamafseJ^ in order that Captain 
Ommartney might be ftilly informed of all that had been 
discovered, and that we might learn whether any thing had 
been found at Cape Hotham. 

On the 29th of August, the " Pioneer,** mueh to my joy, 
was again afloat^ and &st to the ice in company with the 
otiier vessels ; and, although my officers and orew were well 
fagged out with forty-eight hours' hard labour, |)arties of 
them, myself amongst the number, were to be seen truds^- 
mg across the ice of Union Bay towards Franklin's winter 
quarters. 

It needed not a dark wintry sky nor a gloomy day to 
throw a sombre shade aronnd my fbelings as I landed on. 

Beechey Island and looked do^m upon the bay, on whose 
bosom once had ridden Her Majesty's ships " Erebus" and 
"Terror;" there was a sickening anxiety of the heart as one 
involuntarily clutched at every relic they of Franklin's squad- 
ron had left behind, in the vain hope that some due aa to 
Ihe route they had taken hence might be fi>and. 

From the cairn to the long and curving beach, from the 
frozen sur&u^ of the bay to the tops of the distant elites, the- 
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tgre involiMtorUy Imt JcmdIj ■oq|^ Ibr aomtlhiiig more iImii 
M 7«fc beta Ibmid. 

But, no; as slMurp ejrefl, as anzioiis hsarts, had already 

been there, and I was obliged to be content with the infor- 
mation, which my observation proved to be true, that the 
search had beea olose and careful, but that nothing was to be 
iMind in (he shape of written reeord. 

On the eaetem slope of the xidge of Beechey Island, a 
vennaiit of a garden (for remnant H now only was, having 
been dug up in the search) told an interesting tale : its neat- 
ly-shaped oval outline, the border carefully formed of moss, 
lichen, poppies, and anemones, transplanted from some more 
genial part of this dreary region, oontriTod still to show 
symptooa of vitality; but die seeds whieh doubtless they 
had sown in ihe garden had deeajred away. A hm hondred 
yards lower down, a mound, the foundation of a storehouse, 
was nejLt to be seen ; the ground-plan was somewhat thus : — 



North fide, 614 ftet loaf. 




▲ B. B D. ) Exterior embankments, about four feot through at the base and five feet 

▲ O. K r. \ highv in which posts had been sunk. 

Kk All Interior embankment of same description enchwing n speca, ■npyoned 
More; InS maHn of pouts In It likewise. 

OK. and r d. The doorways. 

Evkleatly a carpenter's workshop fh>m the shaTlngSy Uc» 
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It ooiMlsted of an exterior and Interfor embankidenl, into 

irbtGli, from the remnaiits left, we saw the^ oak and dm 

scantling had been struck as props to the roofing; in one 
part of the enclosed space some coai-sacks were fuund, and 
in another part numeiXHia wood-shavings proved the ship's 
arliiksere to have been working here. The geneiAlly fe« 
eetyed opinion as to the oh|eet of this stcvehouse was^ that 
Franklin had eonstrnetad Hto shelter a portion of his 
superabundant provisions and stores, with which it was 
well known his decks were lumbered on ieaving Whale-Jfish 
Islands. 

Nearer to the beach, a heap of dnders and soraps of iron 
ahowed the armourer'a working-place ; and along an old 
water-eourse, now chained up by frost, several tubs, con- 
structed of the ends of salt-meat casks, left no duuijt as to the 
wash iug-p] aces of the men of Franklin's squadron : happen- 
ing to cross a level piece of ground, which as yet no one had 
lighted upon, I was pleased to see a pair of Cashmere gloyes 
laid out to dry, with two small stones on the palms to pre> 
vent their blowing away ; they had been there since 1846. 
I took them up carefully, as melancholy mementoes of ray 
missing friends. In another spot a flannel was discovered : 
and this, together with some things lying about, would, in 
my ignorance of wintering in the Arctic Regions^ have led 
me to suppose that there was considerable haste displayed 
in the departure of the " Erebus'* and Terror^' from this 
spot, had not Captain Austin assured me that there was 
nothing to ground such a belief upon ; and that, from expe- 
rience, he could vouch &>t these beii^ nothing more than the 
ordinary traces of a winter station, and this opinion was fully 
borne out by those officers who had in the previous year 
wintered at Port Leopold, one of them asserting that people 
loft winter quarters too. well pie<k>ed tu escape to care much 
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for a handful of shavings, an old cual-ba<^, or a washing-tub. 
Thi8 I fruui experience now know to bo true. 

Lookiiig at the spot ou which Fenoy had discovered A 
boirdiog-pike, and oomparing i% with a projaotiog point obl 
tfaa <^po8ifea nde^ ^dim a similar artiote faad been found witli 
a finger nallad on it as a direo^on-post, I oottduded that, in a 
line betw^een these two boarding-pikes, one or both of the 
ship5 had been at andior, and this conjecture was much borne 
out by the relative pontions of the other traces found ; and 
beaidet thia, a small oiim on tlie orat of Baeoliey Island ap> 
pears to have been intended as a meridian mark^ and, if so^ 
Franklin's squadron undoubtedly lay where I would |^aoe it, 
far and effectually removed from ail risk of being swef t out 
of the bay, which, by the bye, from the fact of the enclosed 
area being many times broader than the entranoe of ^ £rebus 
and Krror Bay,'' was about as probable as any stout gentle- 
man being blown out of a house through the keyhole, hk 
the one ease the stout individual would have to be out up 
small, in the other case the ice would have to be well broken 
up ; and if so, it was not likely Franklin would allow himself 
to be taken out of harbour, nolens volens^ whilst he had m* 
ohors to hook the ground with^ and ioe-saws, with wbieh bis 
Mwa eeuld have out through a mile of ice Areefiet Udck im 
twenty-four hours. 

The graves next attracted our attention ; they, like all 
that English seamen construct, were scrupulously neat. Qo 
where yon will over the globe's sur&oe, a&r in the East, or 
aftr in the West, down amongst the oofsi-girded isles of the 
Sontfa Sea, or here where the grim North frowns on llie 
sailor's grave, you w ill always find it alike ; it is the monu- 
ment raised by rough hands, but affectionate hearts, over the 
last home of their messmate; it breathes of the quiet ohurch- 
yard in some of England's many nooks^ where each had 
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toned bis idea of what was due to departed worth ; and tht 
onimeiits that Nstore deoks iieraelf whifa, •ftn in tiie deatK 
fcrfm of the Eromi Zone, OMieiUly culled to nurit iIm 
ted seamen^ home. Tlie good taite of fiieofllem iMid pre- 
vented the general simplicity of an oaken head and foot-board 
to each of the thi-ee graves being marred by any long and 
childish epitaphs, or the doggerel of a lowerdeok poel^ and 
the three insoriptlone were as fi>llowB 

Seored to the memory of J. Torrington, irho departed 
this life, January 1st, 1846, on board of H. M. S. I trror,' 
aged 20 years.** 

" Sacred to the memory of Wm. Braine, b. m.^ of H. M, 
& '£reba8 died April ad, 1846, aged 82 years. 

^^Gboose ye tiiie day whom ye will serveZ-^Jodi. 
rriv. 15.*» 

Sacied to the memory of J. llai twell, a. p., of H. M. 
S. 'Erebus;' died January 4th, 184G, aged 25 years. 

" ' Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, consider yoor ways.**^ 
Ha^ i. 

I thought I traced in the epitaphs oyer the graves of the 
men fSnom tlie Erebus," ike manly and Christian spiiil of 
Franklin. In the true spirit of chivalry, he, their captain 
and leader, led them amidst dangers and unknown difficulties 
with iron will stamped upon his brow, but the words of 
meekness, gentlenees, and truth, were his deviee. We have 
seen his career and we know his deeds ! 

Whj «lw«Id tittir iMMise ia TOM bt loig 2 
The name that dwells on every tongue 
No minstrel needs*" 

From the grarea, a te^ous asorat up the long northern 
riope of Beeohey Island carried us to the table-land, on whose 

southern verge, a cairn of stones, to which I have before re- 
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ferred, was placed ; it had been several times pulled down 
by different searchers, and dug up underneatli, but carefully 
leplaoed. The position was aa admirable one, and appeared 
as if hittiitloiialiy chom to attract the attention of Teseeb 
earning up Barrow's Strait t fWnn it, on the day I was up, 
tile view was m extensire, that, did I not certain of 
being supported by all those who have, like myself, wit- 
nessed the peculiar clearness, combined with refraction, of 
the atmosphere in Pokur climes, I ^oold bear m mind the 
Fmoh adage, — *^La Terit6 n'est pas toajonrs le Tralseth- 
hlable,'' and hold my peace. 

To the west, the land of Comwallis Island stretelied np 
Wellington Channel for many miles, and Cape Hotham 
locked with Griffith's Island. In the suuth-west a dark mass 
of land showed Cape Walker, and from Cape Bunny, the 
flDothem shore of Barrow's Strait spread itself until tennis 
nated in the steep wall-like diA of Cspe CSarence and LeOi- 
pokl Islatid. 

This latter spot, so interesting from having been the win- 
ter quarters of the late relieving squadron under Sir James 
Boss, looked ridtoulottsly dose, — ^to ase a seaman's term, il 
•l^tearsd as if a biscuit might have been tossed upon it ; and 
the thought involuntarily rose to one's mind, — ^Wonld to 
God that, in 1848, Sir James Ross had known tlmt within 
forty miles of him Franklin had wintered. 

I have now nearly enumerated all the important points, to 
which, at all hours of the day and night, parties from the 
ei^t vessels assembled hi Union Bay were oonstently wend- 
ing their way and returning ; but around the whole island 
there were abundant proofs of the missing expedition hav- 
ing been no sluggards ; for there was hardly a foot of the 
beach-line which did not show signs their having been 
there before as, either in shooling enunions or other puw 
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suits, and usually in the shape of a presenred-meat tin, a 
l^ece of rope, cmt a strip of oanvas or rag. 

Oa tha eastern extreme of fiaediey JUand, and tnder • 
Wadii^ eliff viiioli famed the eotranee to tbe faajr, a Tery 
neatly-paved pieee of ground denoted a teiii>p1aoe; nraeli 
pains had l)een bestowed upon it. and a pigmy terrace had 
been formed around their abode, the margin of which was 
deeoiat^ with moss and poppjr plants : in an adjacent <rnl1y 
a ahooting-gaUeij bad been etfeablished^ aa appeaved bf ths 
ttonea plaoed at proper dfataiieea, and a large tlii mavM 
•* Soup and Bouilli," which, perforated with balls, had served 
for a target. I carefully sratmed the flat slabs of slaty lime- 
gtone, of which the over*hanging cliffii were formed, ia hopee 
of seemg some name, or date, soratohed upon the Mir&ee | 
iome olna, mayhap^ to the infonnaAion we ao dearly loogad 
fa, — llie route taken by Franklin on sailing hence, whether 
to Cape Walker or up Wellington Channel. But, no ; the 
silent cliff bore no mark; by some fatal it} . the proverbial 
k>ve for marking their names, or telling their taies, on every 
obje(st^ whioh 1 have hver famd in aoamea, waa hsfe an esi 
aeptioo, and I tamed to my Teasel, afar three unprotoUa 
valkson Beeehey Islaad, with the sad oonvietion on my mind, 
tliat, instead of being able to concentrate the wonderful re- 
sources we had now at hand about Beeehey Island in one line 
of search, we should be obliged to take up the three routes 
whioh it waa probable Franklin might have taken in 1849 ; 
via^ a W» by Chpe Walker, N. W. by Wellington Chan, 
net, or W. by MelviUe liland,—* division of faee tending 
to weaken the chance of reaching Franklin as quickly as we 
could wish, unless circu m stances fwere peculiarly iavour« 
able. 

Vagne rsfxicta of some of Gaptahn Penny's people having 
ssen sledge-marka OIL the eastern dK>ras of ""Erehos and Tenor 
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inlMftd of tU offioM of thtt ^ PioaMff'' and 

to arrange with Captaiu Pemi/ to take a walk in that direo- 

Landing on the nortk shore of Uoiao Bay, at the base of 
tb» eiifi»of C«pe Spewwfi we were wxm pointod a deep 
•ledge-meitc, whidi had cut thioii^ ihe edge of one of Ae 

ancient tide-marks, or temees, and pointed in a direct line 
froiii the cairn of meat-tins erected by Frauklia, on the 
northera spur of Beechey island, to a valley which led to* 
wifda the bay between Gapea Lanis and Bowden. I eoneaivad 
Uw trail to be that of an, outward-bound tledge^ on aooounl 
of ita depth, wUch denoted a heavily«ladened one. . . 

Proceeding onward, our party were all much struck with 
the extrauidinary regularity of the terraces, which, with 
almost artificial parallelism, swept round the base of the 
Mmeetone eUffi^ and hiila of I^oith DeTon. That they weie 
awaent tidal>tna(h«^ now xaiaed to a ecmaidefable elevatioa 
abore the see \if the upheaval of the land, I was the inore 
inclined to believe, from the uuiuerous fossil shells, erustacea, 
and corallines which strewed the ground. The latter wit- 
aeaees to a onoe more genial condition of climate in these 
now inclement regions, oarried na beak to the aon-bleet 
elimea, whm the blue Paoifia lashee the eoratgaaided iaiea 
' of sweet Otabeite, and I must plead guilty to a reoreent sigh 
for past recollections and dear friends, all summoned up by 
the contemplation of a fragment of fossil-coraL 

The steep al>utment of the olifik on the north of Erebna 
and TeiTor Bay»V ohlaged ua to deaoand to the floe» along the 
enrfitee of whioh we lapidly progreaeed, paaring the point on 
which the pike used by Franklin's people as a direction-post 
had been found. At a point where these said cliffs receded 
to the N, and towards the head of Gasedgne Inlet, leav- 
iBf a l<Mig etnp of low land, «hiii^ oottanatii^ itedf wit^ 
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bluffs of Cape Riley, forms the division between (Tascoign© 
Inlet and Erebus and Terror Bay/' a perfect congery of 
•Ledge-mwrks showed the &po^ tiaed i>i tht landnig-plaM^ or 

Soma of tliete dtidgMiirlit 8Wief>t towmnit Ciip« Riley, 

doubtless towards the traces found by the " x\ssistance 
others, and those of heavily-lade^ied sledges, ran northward, 
Mito a gorge through the km% whilst the remainder pointed 
towttds GMweU's Tower, a remsrkable mase of limeelOB^ 
wUeh, ieoUted «t the bottom of Bedstoek Bay, £mM * eoi^ 
spicuous object to a vessel approaching this neighbourhood 
Uom the eastward or westward. 

Deciding to ^ow the latter trail, we separated the party 
In Bueh • naaiMr, that, if one loat the aladg»>marka^ othaiv 
would i»ck them up. 

Arrlvhig atthe margiR of a lake, which waa only one of A 
series, and tasted decidedly brackish, though its connection 
with the sea was not apparent, we found the site of a circular 
tent, unquestionably that of a ahooting-party from the " Er^ 
faiiB" or Terror." The atonea uaed for keeping down, the 
mmfBB lay around ; three or ibur large onea, well bkekeiiiad 
by smoke, had been the fire-plaoe; a porter-bottle or two, 
several meat-tins, pieces of paper, birds' feathers, and scraps 
of the fur of Arctic hares, were strewed about. Eagerly did 
we itm from one ofajeot to the other, in the hope of finding 
aome atnij note or reeord, to aay whether all bad been wall 
wiib tiiem, and whither had gone. No, no€ a line waa 
to be found. Disappointed, but not beaten, we turneJ to 
follow up the trail. 

The sledge-marks oonsiated of two parallel lines, about 
two feet apart, and aomatbnes three or four inehea de^ into 
the grari^ or broken limeatone, of whieh the whole plain 
aeen^d to be foraned. Hia diflieulty of dra^^ng a sledge 



Digitized by Googlc 



over siicli giuiujj, and under such circumstances, most have 
been great, and, between (h« choice of evils, the sledge^parties 
^pemd at last to have prefemd taking to Ihe ak^ of the 
hil]9» as being easier traveUiiig than the atony plain, A ftal- 
rising gale, itnmedtatoly In our ihoea, with tliiok, ^rfring snow 
and drift, suddenly obscured the iand about us, and rendered 
our progress dithcult and haiardous. 

After edging to the northward for soma time^ aa if to 
■trika the head of Gaaooigae Iolet» the trail atnu^ aoadenly 
down upon the pli^ : wa did tha same, and aa auddenlf lost 
our clue, though there was no doubt on any of our minds, 
but that the sledge had gone towards CaswelTs Tower ; for 
na to go there was, however, now impossible, having no 
oompass^ and the aBow^orm preveotiBg ua aeeing more than 
a few hundred yarda ahead. We ther^bre tvnied baek walk* 
ing across the higlier grounds direct the head of Ifnion 
Bay, a n ute which gave us consi loi alih^ insight into the 
ra vine-rent condition of this limestone country, at much cost 
cf bodily fatigue to ourselves. Ibe glaciera in the valleys^ 
or ravines, hardly deserved the name, after the mooalers ire 
had seen in Balhi*a Bay, and, I should thinic, in extraordhiary 
seasons^ they often melted away altogether, for, in spite of so 
severe a one as the present year had been, there was but 
little ice remaining. 

The gale raged fierosly aa the day drew on, aod, on gei> 
ting siglit of WeliiagtoD Channel, the wild haivoe amongst 
' the fee made na talk anzioasly of that portion of our aquadfoii 
which was now on the opposite or lee side of the channel, as 
well as the American squadron that had pushed up to the 
edge of the fixed ioe beyond Point Innis. 

Seven hours* hard walking left us pretty well done up Vy 
tiie time we tumbled hito our boat, and, thanks to the std- 
wwt atNlcea of Captate a t awart fh oar, wa aoon reaehed ikt 
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Pioneer," and enjoyed our dinner with more tliM lim 
OKiaHy k«exi app^ite of AroHo seamen. 

Sueh MfB the traces found in and about Fratthlin^e winter 
qnartere : one good reanit had arieen from their diaoovery, — 

the Jsafe passage of Franklm across the dangers of BaiFni's 
Biiy WHS no lunger a question; this was a certainty, and it 
(Mkly remained for us to ascertain whioh route he had taken, 
and then to follow him, 

' WaUivgtobGhaaineleiigroaMdmiiohattentkm; theAmeiw 
laaney with tr»e go4diead spirit, watehed the lee in H moat 

keenly. The gallant commander of their expedition, De 
Haven, had already more than once pushed his craft up an 
angle of water north of Point Idqis; hie eeoond, Mr. Griffini 
In the Bceen e , " waa hard -at work obtatning anglea, bj 
wfaieh to. aaeertain the ftet of Weliington Channel betn^ a 
eliannel or a fiord, a point as yet undecided, for there was a 
break in the hmd to the N. W. which left the q^uestion still 
at issue. 

Captain Pean j, with hie vessels, got under weigh one day, 
and fan over towaide the ^ Assistance,^ as Ihr aa the peck 
would allciiw him, and then deepatdied an officer with a boat . 

to communicate uur iiituUigeace as well as his own ; a sudden 
change of weather obliged Penny lo return, and the boat's 
erew of the Lady Franklin," on their way back, under Mr. 
John Staart, vnderwient no email risk and labour. They left 
the " Aswetance" to walk to their boat^ whioh had been 
healed on dto ice; a thiok fog came on; the direotlon wai 
with difficulty maiiitalned ; no less than eleven bears were 
seen prowling around the party ; the boat was found by mere 
accident, and, after fourteen hours^ incessant walidng and 
palling, Mr. fitoart aameded in reaching the ''Lady Frank- 
lb.** 

Through him we leant that Cape Hotham aaid Hie neigh- 

5 
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bouiiiood of Barlow Inlet showed no sign of having been 
TiitM bjr Franklin, that the pa(^ was dose h<»iie against 
ImA, and Iha ''AMiatwMe''' «Bd ''fatr^" had 
bwn talijMi lo aoma preMwe^ Lut ware aU aafe and aonnd. 

• Almost every hour during oar detention in Union Bay, 
large flights of wild fowl, principally geese and eider ducks, 
flaw past us, as if thay had come down Wellington Channel, 
and were making away to the aoutbwftid \ (hia oartaia umU^ 
eatknt of approaching wkuler waa not to be mialakeB, and we 
nxiously eounted the hourt whk^ kept flitting past, whikt 
we were chained up in Liiiuu Bay. 

Boutb-casterly winds forced the pack tighter and tighter 
in Wellington Channel, and OQoa or twiee it threataned to 
b«aat m etranjn Union Bay ; and on tlie 81al of Aqgual our 
poeMon waa still the aame, the Amerieana being a Ittlla in 
advance, off Point Innis, 

' From the 1st to the 4th of September, we lay wishing for 
an opening, the Americans working gallantly along the edge 
of the fixed ice of Wellington Channel, towards Barlow Inlets 

BeptemberOieMbbmgbttlMwiafaed^brdMnsa Alead 
of walsr. Hnmh! up steam 1 take in tow! every one^a 
spirits up to the high-top-galhmt of their joy; long streaks 
of water showing across Wellington Channel, out of which 
broad floe-pieces were slowly sailing, whilst a hard, cold a|^ 
peerafBO in ike northern sky betokened anorkbsriy bioeneu 

Wltllilia ^Besolnte'' fl»t aatein, Ike ^^Ploneer" iUpped 
mnd an extensiTe fisid of iee; as il ran affomid off Ckpe 
Spencer, shutting off in our rear Captain Penn y*s brigs and 
the "Felix," another mass of ice at the saiiie time caught 
on Point Innis, and, unable to- get past it, we again mnde 
ftsl» send ing a boal to waiteh the moment ioe ahouki IkMt, 
and leadens a passage to the westwMd. Wkilal tfana aeooredl^ 
ire bed abmidantamusemsnt aadoosnpmba in observing tke 
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vaamaitiuti of Aodii cf wbte wialMu Hhaj wei» whil 
MuroiAii on bound otUad ^ rnmiag^ sootfa, a term wtd to 

express the steady and rapid passage of the fish fi am one 
feedin^T fi;r<iun(i to the other. From the mast-head, the water 
about us appeared fiiied with them, whilst they constantly 
fOM sad blew, Md iwrried on, like birds bed krtely 
seen, to better legtons iD tbe aonlK Ihat tbey bad beett 
Boitb to breed wee undovbted, by llie rntmber of young 
"calves" in every shoal. Tlie atT( ction between mother and 
young was very evident; for oceasioiiaily some stately white- 
whale WiHild loiter on her course, as if to eorotiiiize the new 
end eirange objeete now floating Hi theee nnplovghed wstara, 
whilst the eslf, all gambols, nibbed agafant tbe motber^ eMe, 
or played about her. The proverbial shyness of these fish 
was proved by our fishermen and sportsmen to bo un- 
doubted fact, for neither with harpoon nor rifle-haii OMild 
(bey suooeed in osptating any of them. 

h wee a snbjeet of deep interest and wonder to eee tbia 
migratfon of anlmsl lift, and I determined, dlveotiy leisure 
would enable me, to search the numerous books with which 
we were well stoied, to endeavour to satisfy my mind with 
some reasonable theory, founded upon the movements of bird 
and fish, as to the exiatenee of a. Polar oeeen or a Polar eoi^ 
tbient 

A sodden turn of ttdis wbieh floated tbeioe that bad for 

soToe hours been aground on Point Innis and Cape Spencer, 
and carried it out of Wellington ( haimel, which favourable 
tide i therefore conjectm ed to be the flood, enabled the " Pi- 
oneer" and Resolttte*^ to start aotoes WeUii^toa Cbannsl, 
towards Barlow InleL 

Northward of na, ran, almost in a straight line, east sad 
\^cst, tlie southern edge of a body of ice, which we then 
imai^ined, in our ignorance, to b&jixed^ extending northward, 
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to the very pole for in the xutKUNir of it being a jom% 
tody or gdf i had no Mm^ aor.My one tto who awnt^J 
k k oar di^ Iha digr im bteHifiiUy clWy aaii a ooU^ 
Infd'tky emdbled nt to see tlio land ef North Sofnemi «mm( 

distinctly, though thirty to forty miles disttint ; and jet 
nothing appeared resembling land in the iiorLhem part of 
WeUii^gtoa ChamifiL More than one of us j«gretted the 
Ifmpcel of tide i^efr unaeeroM route ren>einli^jw)» and the 
miog maia km Melville Island and Walker bore fiw 
all of oe this day its frnrt — ^nttavailfng regret 

A fresh and fuvomable gale from the northward raised 
our spirits and hopes, iate as it now was in the season, and 
alieedjry.iriUi Um adventurous ieelings <^ seamen, we began 
ta ealealafte wkat diatenoe nigfat yet be aohieyedy abbuld the 
brao aa but laet fiw two or three days. Tbe ajwoe to be 
traversed, even to Bering's Straits, was a mere nothing \ 
and all our disappointments, all our foiled anticipations, were 
£>rgotten,iu the light-heartedness brought about by & day of 
open water and a few hours of a fair wind* As we rattled 
iikMig the lane of blue water wbi^ wound graoefoUy abend 
la the weetward, the dioree of Oorowallie Ldand rapidly re» 
vealed themselves, and ofllered little that was striking or pic- 
turesque. One uniform tint of russet-brown clothed the 
land, as the sun at eight in the evening sunk behind the ioe- 
bound horiaon of WeUiogton Qianael, 

Nmi and atriUng aa were the odkmrs thrown athwart 
Ae eold, bard aky by die setting orb, I thought with a elgb 
of those f(:iy and llickuring shades which Ijeautify the heavens 
in the tropics, when the fierce sun sinks to his western rest. 
No gleams of purple and gold lit up the hill-tops ; no fiery 
•tiaaka of sunlight stieainad aoroae the water, or glittered on 
the wawa. No 1 ail was eold and aiknt aa the graTO. In 
baaann akaa tea appeared aanahiae and vltalit^y ;--4t waa 
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i^lftlf 00. Frat mi iMi cUbniBg ilt 4diiiitiioii» Ibr, ivilk 
daoliiiixig 8imlight» the spaoe of water bttfween lAm pmk and 
iIm flde beeakne a dbeeH of young ioe, aboat tlie oot^eighth of 

an inch in thickness. 

The Assistance" and " Intrepid** were gonoi it was very 
etident ; but the American squadron was observed In Barlow 
inlat. As we appfoached theoit at two o'elock m the 
ing, they were to be eeeii firing muskets* We th ere fer a |Mit 
oar helms down, and pet f orme d , hy ^e help of the serew, 
figures of eififht in the yonng ice, until ii Itoat had coniiuuni- 
cated with Coinaiander lie Haven, from whom we learned that 
•aM of Us veseels waa sgfoond in the inlot^ and that it was iia 
piaoe Ibr na to go into, nnlesa we wanted to remain thariL 
The passage to the westward, roond Ospe Hotham, waa Mba^ 
wise blocked up, and no alternative remained but to make 
fast to the floe to the tiorth of us. This was done, nnrl just 
ki time ; ibr a smart breeze &'om the S. E. brought up a 
great deal of ice, and progress in any direction waa inspoih 

I had new Itme'to ohaenre that the floe of Wellingtdn 

Channel, insLead of consisting of a mass of ice (as was cur- 
rently reported) about eight feet in thickness, did not in 
average depth exceed that of the floes of Melville Bay, 
sithough a great deal of old ioe was mixed up with it, as if 
a pack had been re-oemented by a winter^ frost; In wkloh 
case, of oonrse, there wonid be tee of Tarfons ages mixsd np 
In the body ; and much of the ice was lying crosswise and 
edgeways, so that a person (k -iidiis of iooklng at the Wel- 
Ifflgton Channel floe, as the accumulation of many years of 
eoiitianed iroet, mijght hare some groands upon which to base 
his supposition. A yearns obserratieo, Iiowever, has shown 
me tbe iillacy of supposing thai In deep>water chaansls flkiis 
continue to increase in thickness from year to year j and to 
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4ta mhjmfk I win nUam tn • tsum dmpUr^ wIimi iMling 

The closing chapter of accidents, by v^ hich the navigation 
of 1650 was brought to a close by the squadrons iu search of 
Bit John Franklin, is soon tokJ. 

Hm Beaolete*' and «^Pioii6«r" remaliied, imable to 
In WdiUiigtoii Chann^; a northerly gale oaina on, alter a 
ifeoft bfMia ifroBi tiia B. £k ; iod iinagine, kind Teadcr, otnr 
dismay, in finding the vast expanse, over which the eye had 
" in vain strained to see its limit — imagine this tield suddenly 
bnakiog itself across in ail directions^ £rom some unsaait 
aaoaa, ftrther than (aa appaand to as) a n otth et i y gale bknr^ 
lag atyar ita miMa, and our poor harfcsi hi ita omal enhtaoii 
sweeping otit of Wellhigtoii Cbmnel, and thea towatds Leo- 
pold Island. At one time, the probability of reaching the 
Atlantic, as Sir James Koss did, stared us disagreeably in 
the hobi and blank hideed did we all look at auoh a piM- 
peat* 

A ealm and liroaty monung ushered in the 9th of gsplaro- 
har» The padk waa ftat ratoitting itael( and we ware driit- 

kig with it, one mile per hour, to the S. E., when Penny's 
brigs, that had been seen the day before crossing to the 
northward of us^ were observed to be running down alo^g 
the western shore, with the American sqaadron ahead of them, 
the latter haTiqg jaat ascaped from an impriaonmeat in 
Bailow inlet About the aame time, a tempoiary opening 
of the pack enabled the steam-power aga'm to be brought to 
bear, and never was it more useful. T^e pack was too small 
and broken for a vessel to warp or heave through, there was 
no wind ^to bore" through it, and the ypuvg ioe in some 

wift boala waa, tharalbre, oal of the qaestiea. 

The ' liesolute'' fi^t astern, willi u long scope of hawser, 
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went in and won. The struggle was a hard one, — now 
through sludge and young ice. which gradualij' checked her 
lieadway, impeded as she waa witk a buga Teasel astern — 
BOW in a strip of open water^ meodiag lier paoe to fMh at • 
Ittr of brokw-up pMki whieh ■utgad and atiled wmsf at htr 
ftie Ik>w fomd tlurough it— 4iow eMtioQflljr approMking a 
nip between twu iieavj Hue pieces, \vliieh tiine and the screw 
wedged slowly apart^and then the subdued cheer with which 
oor crews witnessed all obstaolea oyeroome, and the Naval 
ciipeditKNi again in open waler, and oloae ahead of the Gqin 
animeiit ena andn Penay, aad CoauDaadar De HaTea*a 
gallant T aaa cl a» wlio, vnder a pma of eanraa, were joat 
hauling round Cape Hotham« A light air and ba/4ce gave 
OS every advantage. 

Next day, in succession, we all came up to tbe ^Aaalrt* 
aaee" and "^Intiepid^" &at at a floa adga^ balwean Gqpa 
Bonny and Gnifith'a Idand. Jbat thla floe ira« not a fiaad 
one we were assured, as the Intrepid'' had been between It 
and Griffith's Island, nearly as far as Somerville Island ; but, 
unhappily, it barred our road as efieetualiy aa if it were aow 
Penny, wi^ his a^oadron, fiuled in paariag aontitwaiid 
toiwarda CSapa Walicer; and Lieutenant Gator, in the ^]ntii^ 
id," was equally anaaeoessAiL 

I was much interested in the accoant of the gallant 
struggle of the "Assistance" and "Intrepid" vsx rounding 
Cape Hotham* They &irly fought their way against the ioe, 
•wldek at every eaat^ing tide waa aweeping oat of Bamrw'a 
Strait^ and grinding alpng the ahoie. It ia moat aatiiAMtevy 
to see that all riflks may be nm, and yet neitlwr aiilpa nor 

crews be lost ; and it is but fair to suppose, that, if our ships 
incurred such dangers unscathed, the " sweet cherub"' will not 
a-jo4 the less have watched over the Erebua' and ^ Terror.** 
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JOf cdwrse, the croakers*' if the ioe had pressed a Httk 
tbe ilrip Wd rlMn a liMlr lesii— la §t0t, if Provi- 
Mi6» Ind 1>MD a UiOi lm$ i»aXttlifiil-*dt«iiCm mim Im^ 

overtaken our ships ; but when 1 hear these *' dismal Jem- 
mies" croak, it puts me much in mind of the midsiiipman, 
^ho, defioribing to his grandiuamma the attack on Joan d* A«re, 
«ftar feooostiog fam proweaa and narrow «aeape8^ tMnrad the 
old lady that Tom Tough, tlie boatairaWa mafta, had aaaahM 
wlf^ an oa^ which put-tha ftet bayond all doubt, thai if one 
of those shot from the enemy hud struck biiDyhe never wuuid 
luive lived to tell the tale. 

Fram my pliant oomrade of the " Intrepid," we beard of 
.Ihe aeaieh thai bad been made in Wolatanholma fioimdy and 
islong tie ttortb dHHre of Laneaitar Beond* lo both plaaca 
numerous traces of Esquimaux had been seen, at Wolsteu- 
holme Sound especially. These were numerous and recent, 
and the ^ Intrepid V people were shocked, on entering the 
bntaytofiadmany dead bodies; tba IHenda, evideotly, ofov 
Amtie HIgUttiider, Eraamua Yortc, who^'as l belbre eard, bad 
ditpped aa interpreter on board the Assiatanoe.* In Wob- 
stoiiholine Sound, the cairns erected by the "North Star*' 
were discovered and visited, and, whilst speaking of her, it 
will be aa well for me to note, that Captain Penny, on his 
way vp Laoeaater Sound, met Abe ""Nottb tor'' otf Admi> 
*nlty Inlet) August ftlal| psnr Mr, Sanodars Ua ordara it>m 
fingbmd, and told hfm -of the number of eWpa aent otit to 
resume the search for Franklin. Captain Penny left Mr. 
Saunders under an imprebsioa that he was going to Disco, to 
land his proviaiona. 

There waa one remarkable piaoe o£ inlbimation« wfaloh I 
aptod iilthetine,«idmMbwQadaredat; U wae derived Urom 
Cbptain Penny, and tlie oiloere of the Lady Franklin" and 
Sophia.'^ it appears they crossed Wellington Ch^nnffl» 



Digitized by 



# 



I - 

THE OOMim ON OF WiNTSR. Mfe 

about ten miles higher up than we did; the ice bjoaking 
away, it will be remembei^ «id 4x^t()m% wHh- tlm Bflitf» 
Into" Mid Pioneer" to the ooutli* From % heedkna alKMit 
tvilve nitl«eiiev(h of Bertow bkl, Oipl^n P^y otMrnred 

with astonishment that there was only a,l> iit ten miles 
more of ice to the north of his vessels, and then, to use his 
own words, Water I water ! laige waller I as far as I coidd 
Ml to the N. W«" HowtUe water fvune tberel whetwae 
be|ml iti were qneetione vUeb iiatttfe]ly aroee^bei it 
yim not tmtil the Mlowing year that the mystery was ex- 
plained, and we learned, what was only then auspeeted, thai 
we had overshot our mark, . - 

■ ■ 

iS^ Ulfc, Iddd^The winter of the Ai^tto Begloflt cm 
ea ua, la Its aatoral obarftoter of daifcness, gale, eold^ and 
now. First, the wind from the S. E., with a heavy sea, 
which sent ns careering against the floe-edge, and gave all 
hands a hard night^s work to keep the anchors in the lirm floe^ 
ae the edge rapidly broke ap, tmder the eombioed eflfeeta 
M' and ahock* ttom omr Teanela ; then, with a gnst or twii^ 
whioit threatened to blow the atJeka ont of our erafl, tlir 
wind chopped round to the ^\ . ; and a falling tempera- 
ture, which Arctic statistics told us would not, at this season, 
eirer recover itael^ aaid piainiyi that winter quartera alony 
femniaed fiir un, 

. Happilir, the ^Intrepid" had' diaoowtd » harbov bnt. 
1we#n Oipe Hotham and Martyr, on the eou^slde of Om. 
wall is Island. This place, and Union Bay, in Beechey Island, 
ofiered two snug positions, from which operations in the 
spring with travelling parties oould be well and eflbotMlly- 
evried ont Aetion^eetion now alone temaiaed for «a; and 
enraeatlf did w» pmjr that onr ]eadw*a judgment, snigllffr 
mr dnsi d n naeh' positions being tntoi np ais ^^Mdd 

6* 
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10i jo^ana ^iuatJkL. ^ 

Mwre all direotioDS— viz. to tho aoutb'Weat, — Jiartb>weit 
and) lastly, wiart balng pcovided ibc 

IMk^FMid the ibar TMds of our wivadm, and 

one of the American brigs, — the " Advance"' under Lieuten- 
ant De Haven, — all safe at the floe-edge. The floe liad 
drifted diuiBg the gale considerably towards the shores of 
HorHi Bomenet; and the wedge-shaped isfand, oallad Cape 
BoBiijr, yum diatfMstly Titible: the other of the Amerioatt 
brigs hftd, in the he^it of the gale, blown adrifl aod dsmp" 
peared in the darkness and snow-drift. For her, as well as 
Her Majesty brigs under Captain Penny, much anxiety 
waa entertained. The Americaa leader of the expedition, I 
heard, finding ftttiber progresa hopaleaa, hiteaded, ia obedifloce 
to Ma orders^ toretam to New York* Thiahewia the aaova 
justified in doing, as no preparation or equipment for travel- 
ling-parties had been made by them, and their fittings for 
wintering in the Arctic Kegions were, compared with oura^ 
wydefidsnlw The gaUant Yankees, howerer, could not ro. 
tnm witlkoat generoiialy oflbfii^ «• pfovniooai IM, and 
alores ; and tiie offioera, with a ehiyalrove Ibslhig worthy of 
themselves and the cause for which they had come thus far, 
offered to remain out or exchange with any of "ours" who 
wanted to return home. We had no space in stowage to 
profit by the first cfier, nor had enthuriasm yet beoonio auS* 
ciently damped hi ua to deahre to arrail oara^TOi of die pro£ 
lered exdiange ; l>oth were declined, and it was said that 
Lieutenant De Haven was told by our leader, if he could 
land any thing for us m Badstock Bay as a depot, he might 
render good servioe» 

. Letters were t h erefore hmiedly eloaed, letter-bags made 
np, and plswant thooghte of thoae at home aenred to ehsor . 

Its, as, with the teatiperatiire at about zero, and with a froih 
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bmze, we cast off together, and work«d to tfa« northwmj^ 
Iflpmdft Gffiffitb'a MwdL 

bob of the "Resolute." day was drawing on before, the 
squadron reached Griffith's Island, from the lee of which the 
mkmg American •Qfaoooer was deteriad to be approMbiB§» 
H i tmn ti li Db fiavtn sow Iwiitod Ui Mkmn £>r kom^ ind 
iMolDad %u topttO. We did time ; aad aftar * MMid. 
enible thne he bore up wHk Ids squadron fo^ New York, 
* doubtless supposing, from no letters being sent, that we had 
none. 

It was far othenrise ; and throiigfaoiit the winter many % 
gnml took plaflt^ as a liufga pQo of nndeapatcbed lettan 
noald pass bidbie our sight, i&d bliwifiy of a dooblftd 

ture were showered on our ill luck. 

To the ice, which extended unbroken from Griffith's Island 
to Cape Martyr, we will leave the Naval expedition secured, 
wtilet we briefly recount tha most striking points. In ooa^ 
nebtioii witk tka Ameiioaii ecqiaditkMi had now left Ui 
an ili voyage home. 

la 1849, Mr. Henry Grinnell, a merchant of the United 
States, actuated by the purest philanthropy that ever influ- 
anped the heart of man, determined to devote a portion of 
hb welldeeenred waalth to the noble purpose of relieTi^g 
Sir Joha FianUin, who^ it was miieh lo be feaied» from tha 
desponding tone ef a portfon of the English fHraw ott Sir 
Jamee Ross's failure, was likely to be left unsought for in 
1850. He therefore, at his sole expense, purchased two ves- 
sels, one of 140 tons, the Advance," the other 90 tons, the 
^BesQiM^'' and, having atmigthened, provisioiied, aod equipped 
tern, 'iit* Grhmell then plaoed them vader ^ oontrol of 
his OoTOBmait, hi ofdar that thej might ha eoouimdad 
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Imr CongrMt paaeed the neoMsary «B|% aiid Liwttiiiiit J&q- 

De Haven, who had seen service in the Antarctic seas, took 
oornmaiid of the " Advance," as the leader of the expedition, 
and another distinguished officer. "Mr. Griffin, hoisted lua 
pmdm^ m tiba ""EMciia." On lha Jiiajr^ 1860, tba two^ 
rtmnlM aaiiad Irom New York, UNichii^ al.Diaoo^ wlMre I 
am eorry to say they fomd my worlky friead Herr Agar^ 
to have died shortly after my visit; they reached the pack 
of Melville Bay on the 7th July, and, ti«^htly beset until tlk&, 
33d, they did not reach Cape York nntU early in August. 

The 7th Av^st they reaobed CSape Dudley Diggaa ) (a& 
tint time we 5f efe Ml beael off Oipe Walker . in MelWlJe 
Bay% thenee they atood to die aouUwott, imUl they reaaM 
the West Water. 

On the 18th August, when we had a thick fog and almosl^ 
a oaXta. off Possession fiay, tba Americaii sqoadron was in a 
aaTM gale in Lanoaatar Sonod ; and on the Sk5(ii Ai^oali 
after suiting Leopold Island, tlie gallant Americana reached 
Ckpe BUey olnee on the heek of thh **A8^taBce'* and **Ia^ 
trepid." 

Prom that time we have shown that they iost no oppor- 
tunity of ptiithmg ahead ; and if progress depended alone upon 
akili and intrqrfdity, oar go*ahead frienda would have given 
m a hard tamle fixr the laorela to he won in the Axctio 

regions* 

As a i>ronf of the disinterestedness of their motives, men 
as well as othcers, I was charmed to hear that before sailing 
from Amerksa they had signed, a bond not to claim, under 
any eirenmatanom, the £20^000 nward the Britiah Govern- 
BMnt had oflered Ibr Franklin's reseue y we, I am sorry to 
wtfj had acted differently. America had plucked a rose from 
our brows ^ but in su^h generous eoterpriaei we for the most 
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part felt that no narrow-minded nationfil prejudices c<^>uld 
•nter, and I gkicied in tfae tkMight that the men wfaK» bad so 
Mbly how tiwiiwilfai a» iteit iw^ priaeeiy Mvelutfil 
^iiImi kid ^mm^lSm hert to Miiit tiM widow and oipkin to 

reoover those ibr whom they \aA wo kmg hoped wid wept, 
"Were men who spoke our language, and came from one 
parent-stock — a race whose hi ine is on the great waters. 

iiookiiig at my vongh ttotea fiur the following w^ek» I am 
now ponddl to fcaow wfait wo won iMipiag finr; ll mo4 
Im^vo heon a omoM open seoson la 18CH>^-^ etnguine dio> 
position, no doabt brought about by a break in the weather, 
not unlike the Indian summer desoribed by American writers* 

S^ tm Om 14<l.--J went in tho '^Pfoneor," with eomo 
others, to see tf the floe had opooed a food to the aonth of 

Griflith^ Island ; it had not, nor did tt appear Hkely to do to 
this senson, though there was water seen some j&fteen miles 
or so to the westward. 

One day the AssifltaDoe^' and ''Intr^tid* started Ibr 
Aadbtma Harbour, to winter there|.htit came hook agilOp 
Ibr winter had barred the route to the eastward aa well as " 

'westwiud. One day after this, or rather, many days, we 
amused ourselves, with powder, blowing open a canal astern 
of the Resolute,'' which froze over as quickly as we did it. 
At other times, some people wbold go on tho top of the 
island, and see oeeaoa of water, where no ship ootild poasibljr 
get to ft, and then others would Tfsit the same spot after a 
night or two of frost, and, seeing ice where the others had 
seen water, asserted most oonlidentiy that the turst were 
cooiggerators! 

At any rate, September passed ; winter and firoat had im- 
donbted d<mi!nlon over earth and ate; already the slopes of 

Griffith's Island) and the land north of us, were covered with 
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snow; th© water in sight was like a thread, and occasionally 
diM|>p6ared altogether, if ires all day, and oaadlea for long 
B%litiS w«M Ib general reqiiisitioii. fiom eme-fo in tiw 
aUhrait fneieeB Jirw tKkteg pfaMseM the MMtaile Mrffeni 
Hiofe of iMe AfHii tVio eoSd* PletlRirte oimb, wIw l)ec&ine 

red-hot with a run up the ladder^ exclaimed against fires, and 
called zero charming weather ; the long and lethargic talked 
<^ cold draughts and Btr Hugh WiUoogbby's fate ; the feestj 
mA. wUmaical bemeaed the impare ventiiatioiu 'A lbs er 
tipo m oecaeioiiany seen eesiiliiig amaid the ehifWi a&d a 
fox-hunt enlivened the floe vHh men and officers, who chased 
the unlucky brute as if they had all come to Griffith's Island 
especially for fox-skina; and the last of the feathered tribe, 
bi the ebape of a wonnded btngomaetw," shi wed| half 
floieii, aa it eama %m ita dally fiiod. 

Octbber 2t/, 1850. — Lieutenant M'Qintock had -very prop- 
erly urged the necessity of sending travel ling parties to 
forward d^pdte of provisions upon the intended ro ntoa of the 
dMereolpaitiea In 1651 : Iheee were this mondng despatohedi 
-^LlenteiiaBt ITGlfaitodc, with Dn Bradford, oarrylng out a 
d^pdt towards Melville Island; Llevitenant Aldrich taking 
one to Lowther Island, touching at SomerviUe Island on the 
way. 

lieatenaiit Meoham was likewise sent to examine CofH- 
waKia Uaiid, between Aeaialttioe HitffooQr aad • 
Ibr traoet of Franklin. 

We, who were left behind, felt not a little anxious about 
these parties whilst absent, for wirilcr was coming on with 
giant strides; on the 4th, frost-bites were constantly ooeni^ 
ring, and the aun, pale and bleaij, afibrded mora l%ht than 
warmth. . Oar preparatkoa Ibr winter were harried on aa 
MpeMionrijr aa poarfhla; and the hoaeing, whkb, like a 
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iMti imaad a i)omplete oovMing toour upper decks, afibtcM 
grttt oomlbrt and ttieHar fion tb» cold bksk wind wHIkmiI. 
On tfaa Bill) lAotMnnt Aldribb iclufiiid frocn Us jovmey ; 

he had not been able to go beyond Somerville Island — the 
sea between it and Lowther Island being covered with broken^ 
packed ice, half-Jroz^u Uiidge^ and young ice» Oa the 7tb| 
UmtMmatmi Maohn •iriTsd wiUi liw mtaUigsiioe tiuH die 
""UdS nrnkfin'* and ""Sophl*" with the ''FeliXf" Mlb 
HI AMMtoDQt HnlKHnr. Chptals Penny, after Im ftSiaro 
reaching Cape Walker, had a. narrow escape of being beset 
on the shores of North Somerset ; but by carrying on through 
Iba pAok, m ihe gale of the 11th September, be bed bappilj 
ieoBfied bie sblps in eofioeUent winter qwtenk 

lienteaant Mfehem bed en edteiitere on bie oulwsrd 
roate, which had some interesting features : as he was cross- 
ing the entrance of a bay, since named Resolute Bay, he 
obeerved &.bear maoogst some hummocksi evidently breaking 
tbe young ioe by a eort of jumpfaig motion ; and he then aaw 
Ifaet be end bis party bed unemMetoiialy left tbe old iee» end 
were travelltng over bay-ice, wbieb was bending witb tbe 
weight of the ]Tien and sledge. Bruin's sagacit y here served 
the seamen in goud stead, and the sledge was expeditiously 
taken to firmer ice, whilst Mr. M. went in chase of the bear i 
having martelly wounded tbe brute rushed to eeewaid, end 
Ihe epiorfennaa imlj dseisted ftom the poreult when be ob- 
. ssrved tbe bear Ikll, end in doing so break through tbe lei^ 
which was too weak to sustain its weight. 

Captain Penny, on the following day, sent over his dog- 
' sledge to secure the flesh for his dogs, by which time the 
enliioky bear wee ftotm to a herd end ecdid maee. 

Oetoher 9lA.— Lieutenent M^CHntook retained; be bed 

{traced his depot iurty miles in advance, towards Melville 
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Island, — three clays' imprisonment by bad weather, in the 
tents, having toiled his hopes of reaching Bedibrd Bay in 
Bftthnwt ktody wlwro he ofiglatily ktanded tohaya wdMd . 
This fMfty hudf likwviM, met waler.to tbe wertverd, aad 
Hmm wm now bat Ht^le dkmbt on oar mSnd^ tlait, faad tlw 

large field of ice which was blocking the way between Cape 
Bunny and Griffith's Island broken up or drifted away, our 
•qjMidron would have xoAobed^ in aU pfobahiiity, as |m 
pAivydid in 'SO; but bow, «tiQ«B( m eonU hoi»o l» 
•ttein in the fi^wing yeor was JUvUkUnd, wUdkwoald 
be our gooiL, instead of our HoNm^ point. 

AuturiHi travelling differs, in some measure, from that 
of the spring. I will, therefore, give the indulgent reader an 
iflooynt of a dkort excursion I made ior tke purpose of coo- 
neoUng the eearoh fiom where lienftenant MeeluHn left the 
eoast, to the point at which Uleutenant M^CKntodc had again 
taken it up ; in fact, a bay, facetiously christened by the sea- 
men (who had learned that newly-discovered places were 
forbidden to be named), "Bay^ Oki no we never mention 
it l** and Oape No Name." 

My kind friend, Mr. May of the *^Beaolatei*' voliinteqred 
to aeootnpany me, and do, llmieday, the lOlh of Oetober, we 
started with our tent, a rUnner-sledge, and five days* pro- 
visions. The tour seamen and our two selves tackled to the 
dng-wpei, and, with the temperature at 6° above aero, aooft 
walked onreelvee into • atate of warmth and oomfort. 

Three houm* afaarp ^ingg^^g brought na to Gape Mavtyr ; 
ascending the beach until we had reached a ledge of smooth 
ice which fringed the coast within the broken line of the tide- 
marks, we turned to the westward, and commenced searching 
the beach and neighbouring headlands. I aball not easily 
cAee from my memocy the meinaeholy impreaaion left by 
thia, my fint walk en thi MmiSgbt fhoree ^ Gorawalihjl 
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UancL Like other things, in time the mind became 
WBloiawd to it ; BDcl, by comparison, one Mon Immrnk to mm 
Watiog ma la the iteriUky of the North. 

OMtting off from the eledge, 1 liad taken a aliort etroll hf 
myself along one of the terraces which, with almost artificial 
regularity, swept around the base of the higher ground Ix-hind, 
when, to my astonishment, a masa of atooe-work^and what at 
int looked euoHy like fteMra^ ouno an Tioir ; it re^atnMl m 
apor to malte.me baateii lo it| and to diaoover I wta mialakeii 
in anppoabg it to liave been any thing oonaferaelad no feawrtiy 
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as Franklin's visit. The ruin proved to be a conical-shaped 
WAMIfigi ap«x of b«d in. Its circumference, 
it tkt bHMiWafl Abofiit twent^r ftet^ and tin Mght of tha 
mnuiining wall vaa five feet nx iDdMMk Thpaa wlio had 

constructed it appeared well acquainted with the strength of 
an arched roof to withstand the pressure of the heavy falls 
of snow of these rogioDa ; and much skill and nioetj was 
di^layed in the amngenMnt <^ ihealaba of slaty liflMStooa^ 
Ift oidar that the eonieal Ibnii of the hniklliig mlgfat be pre» 
Mffved thfovgfacnit. 

We removed the stones that had fallen into the building, 
but found nothing to repay our labour; indeed, from the 
quantity of moss adhering to the walls, and filling up the 
InAentieea of the nuHnas which formed the edifice, I eonjeo^ 
fenied it waa maoy jeara ainoe it was ocmetructed, though H 
would be impossible to guess when ft waa last Itihahited ; 
for, at Pond's Bay, I observed the remains of the native 
habitations to have the appearance of extreme old age and 
Ibog abandonment, although, from the fresh seal-blubber 
aasMa, there waa not a doubt of the Eaquimaini having been 
there the prevkos winter. 

A mile beyond this ruin we halted for the night. Four 
of us (for, in Arctic travelling, officer and man are united by 
the common bond of labour) erected the tent over a space 
which we had deared of the laiger and f€>Q§^ pieces of 
Umestone, leaving what was called a soft spot as our ca^e 
and bedroom. One man) who dabbed himself eook the 

day, with a mate, whose turn it would be to superintend the 
hitchen on the morrow, proceeded to cook the dinner. The 
eooktng apparatus was a boiU^s stove, eighteen inches long^ 
and nine inchea broad, in which ligqnm -vim ms used as 
ftiei. 

Water hwving first to be made fiom ice and snow, wA 
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then boiled in the open air, the process was not an expedi* 
tious ona, and 1 took my gim and struck inland ; whilst Mi; 
May, in aa iqpfiOKta direotMMi, made lor • pomt o(f land l» 
lha wailmid. 

No pan tum tell of tlia tmredaemad loneliness of an October 
evening in this part of the polar world : the monotonous, 
rounded outline of the adjacent hilia, aa well as the flat, uof 
BMaoIng yaUejra, irara of one uniform oolour, eithar deadly 
vluta with iBow or atriped with brown^wliare too aiaap te 
lha WTBler mantle aa yet to find a hoIdii Kr gromd. Yoa Mft 
pity for the shivering blade of grass, which, at your feet, 
was already drooping under the cold and icy hand that would 
press it dowu to mother earth for nine long months. Tadk 
of ''antrea yaatand deserta idla^"»^k of titt andaoaa wtm 
kanad in the waodofar'a hoaom by iha lone mnaa^ba it nmm, 
by the eoiaed watarv of Judaa, or afflietod landa of Assy ria,— ^ 
give n:ie, I say, death in any one of them, wiUi the good sun 
and a bright heaven to whisper hope, ratiier than the solitary 
bomra of euch aoenea aa these. 1^ very wind scorned 
aottitaay to auab a repulfllva laadaeiye^ and aa tba alonaa 
lattlad down the alope of a ravine balbra tba \kmX^ it only 
leeaUed dead men*a bones, and motion in a oatacombw A 
truce, however, to such thoughts — May's merry recognition 
breaks the stiiloess of the frosty air. He has been to the 
point, and finda It an island ; he says — and I vow he meana 
wbai be aaya— Hat May bland k a beautilnl apoti it baa 
graea and moaa upon it^ and iraaaa of game : nest year ba 
intends to bag many a hare thore. Sanguine feelings are 
infectious ; 1 forget my impression'^, adopt his rosy ones, 
and we walk back to our tent, guided by the acnoke, plotting 
|daaa for ahooting amuaiooe in 1861 1 

'^Pammtaan ia all nady, airP reporta our Soyer. in 
tro^) app^^ita need widt oa omi Ihr Ha gfaasgf^aom^wimd 
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ft was composed of the best rump-steaks and suet, and cost 
Is. 6d. per pound, but we generally voted it composed of 
l»rokeiMiowB hones and Russian tallow. If not mraet ll 
«a«e«r, it mm itAmg in nonrHhnMiit^ and afttr aix tiUbl^ 
spooaAdi^ tin noat rafanooa Ibeder lum ovfad, iMttI 
enough ! 

Frozen pork, whieh had been boiled on board the ship, 
was quite a treat, and decidedly better than cold, thawed 
pork coald tarn baoir; tiiAa, with plaoif of blactoit aDd a 
^jolly hot^ baibLof taa, and, aaoiia of iha aaanoMii obaam^ 
'*ni iBTllatloii to Wlndaor woold kavo bean daalioad.'* TIm 

meal done, the tent was carelLilly swept out, the last c^irefui 
arrangement of the pebbles, termed "picking the feathers,* 
aM made, and then a water-proof sheet spread, to- prevent 
«wr watm bodiaa, during tlie aight^ malting tha iVoa«a gfiwod 
aad wattfaigiiatfaroii^' Tbea oTety nan faia biaiika^ hag, A 
general popping tfaaraiato of the legs and body, in older thai 
the operation of undressing might be di cenll) performed, the 
jacket and wet boots carefully arranged for a pillow ; the 
wotfflfcia robes, — Oh, that the oontractor may be haunted by 
liwartniinor the aaid lohes ibr faia liiMma {--^broagfai along 
Mh om and nnder the party, who lla down attomaftdy', 
head and feet in a row, across the tent. Pipee ate li^rhted, 
the evcninp^'s jrlass of grog served out; and whiUt the cook 
ia washing up, and prepwring his things ready for the morning 
aiea], as well aa aeeorlng thia ibod on the aladgea from ^xe% 
or a hnagry bear, many a tough yam fo toM, or joka nadc^ 
which keep all handa laughing nntll the aook r^rta all rlgbl^ 
eomes in, hooks up the door, tucks in the fur robe ; and 
seven jolly mortals, with a brown h olland tent over their 
heads, and a winter's gale without, try to nestle their sides 
nmewgat tha ■ oft ae t atonaiy and a>> hat dwp into aik m ataq^ 
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8S those only enjoy who draw a sledge all day, with the tem^ 
perature 30° below freezing point, 
. Fffidftj morning, ai ievwi o^clook, we rolled up our beda^ 
4r i«tii0r sleepittg-bi^ atowAd tbe tirfy, dwak boUiag kot 
Aoeolate, and gnawed cheerily at ftoaeii |iork and bimb^ 
^e weather beautiful, calm, and very cold, below zero, we 
started, skirting round the bay. By noon a gale sprung up, 
aending a body of icy spicule agaiost our faces, causing both 
fafe ffid aaaoyattoa. Two ittoek aima Ibr the fiiel time warn 
teen tcHlaf. At bmb wa eat down nnder tbe leo of oar 
iMge, and partook of a moatkAil of grag and bieonit, and 
agatn marched rapidly towards "Cape No Natne!" By the • 
evening we had marched fourteen miles, the entire circuit of 
Ihe baj, without observing any trace of Franklin having 
Tiaited the neigkbourliood ; and ae fioeubitee Wgm to 
•ttaek oor ftoaa, we eraetid our tent ae expedftionaly ea* 
possible, and in it took ehelter from the wind and cold. The 
pnnprent smolie of the lignum vitae kept us weepin;^. as lojig 
as the cooking want on ; and between the annoyance of it, 
the eold, and iit%iie, wo dl dropped off to sleep, iodifiarem 
to a idling temperaiuTe, prowling, bears, or a Tiolent gal% 
wUeh ikraateoed to blow ua fW>m the beMh on wkieh wo had 

pitched our fluttering tent. 

Next day, my work being done, we stnick homeward 
iai the squadron, and reached it the same evening, the said 
of Oetober being the knt aotomnal traveUniE of onr 
eonndron. 

The lowing week the lemperatn?a faUM a litdo, aai 

the weather was generally finer; our preparations for winter- 
ing were nearly completed, and the poor sickly sun barely 
for two kottia a day roea above the haighta of Oriffith'a 
UhmL 

lb o«r ginefk joy, on tfao ntk of Oolober, OapHdn Penny 

ft 
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came over from Assistance Harbour. He had happily de- 
cided on taking up the search of Wellington Channel ; and 
m mdanrtwidtDg was some to, that iaa squadron sbcMld carry 
Mft tie trnveUi^g opemtkma nezi ^ringoa tlwlrottta, wiulsl 
ottr sqittdnm aMomplished the farthest possible djetanee 
towards Melville Island, and from Cape Walker to the eouth-- 
west. 

Captain F, expressed it as his opinion that the Americana 
had net esoaped oat of Barrow's Strait^ la conseqaence of a- 
■Men gale springing up from the southward, shortly after 
^ey had passed! his whiter quarters. This supposition wl» 

of (bourse afterwards found to be true, although at the time 
we all used to speak of the Americiins as being safe and snug 
in New York, instead of drifting about in the ioe, within a 
im milea of us, as was really the case. 

WiA Pemiy^s retum to his Tessels, ntay be sakl to have 
^osed an the Aretie operations of the year 1S50. Our upper 
iLecks were now covered in ; stoves and warming apparatus 
set at work ; boats secured on the ice ^ all the lumber taksft 
off ths.upper decks, to clear them for exeroise hi bad weather; 
■mts and yards made as snug as possible; rows of posts 
phesd to diow tiie^road in the darfcnesa and snowstorms 
from ship to ship ; holes cut through the ice into the sea, to 
secure a rea(5 y supply of water, in the event of fire ; arrange- 
ments made to insure cleanliness of ships and crews, and a 
irinter nrathie entered upon, which those curious in snoh 
matters may find fiilly detailed m Parry's ''Efnt Voyage,* 
or Bosses ''Four Years fn Bootlita.'* 

The buildinjLi: of snow-walls, posits. houses, v^c, was at first 
a suurce of aruubeinent to the men, and gave them a great 
field in which to exercise their skill and ingennity. People 
at home would, I think, have been delighted to see the pretty 
aadttttefid thUigseutoutofstoOw: obelislis, ^phfauoes, yases, 
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caimon, and, lastly, a sMely Britannk, looking to the 
ward, erilivened the floe, and gave voluntary occupation to 
the orewa of the vessels. These, however, only served for 9k 
"whik; and m the wetio of montJM okMed eveiy 
mS% vlts wm mrtad to tlia Qtmoit to iiivaikt oeoupattott 
wd «DtertauiiiMiit &r our little commmity. 

On November the 8th, two officers ascended the heights 
of Griffith's Island, and at noontide caught the last gliirj|)se 
of Uie sun, as it happea«d to be thrown up by refraciiodt 
though IB reality it was seventeen miles below oar boriML. 
Wa wara now fiilHy about to andaigo a tokt aiotic waatart 
hi 74| degrees of north lathude ; ao4 lighti-hearted and eoiw 
fideut lis we jfelt in our resources of every descriptiuii, one 
could not, \shen lookiiig around the dreary scene which 
spread around us on every side, but feel how much our lives- 
wan in His hands who tempers the wind to tha shom lamb ; 
and wanthig must ha have bean hi fteling who did not ofisr 
up a heartfelt prayer that retuming day and ratuming sum* 

mer rniglit fiiiil him ;iltl(^ and (it to undergo the hardship and 
&tigue of journeys on foot, to seek for his long-lost fellow- 
seamen. Oii leaving England, anK>ngst the many kiod^ 
thoughtful jprssants^ both pubUo and prlvats^ none strnok ma 
as bdngmore app ropnate than the following form of prayer ^— ^ 

^ A FaAT?R raa the abotio xxpanmov. 

"O Lord God, our Heavenly Father, who teachest man 
knowledge^ and givast him skill and power to accomplish his 
designs, wa desire oontinnally to wait| and eaU* and depend 
upon Ihaa. Thy way is in tha sea, and Thy patha in tha 

great waters. Thou rulest and commandest all things. We 
therefore draw nigh unto Thee for help in the great work 
which we now have to do. 

*'Lsa7a na not^ wa baaeaoh Tbes^ to oar own oonnsait nor 
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to the imaginations of our own foolish and deceitful hearts: 
but ImoI m hf, the way wherein we flhould go, that discretioft 
aiiy pmerrevm, and tmdemtaiidlBg nwy iMp iw. Do Thoot 
O Lord, make our way prosperoaa, and givo us Thy hUmAag 
and good success. Bring all needful things to our reniem' 
brance ; and where we have not the presence of mind, nor 
the ability, to perform Thy will, magnify Thy power in our 
ireakness. Let Thy good providence be our aid and prote^ 
tkm, and Thy H<Ay Spirit <ntr Guida and Gomfortar, that wa 
may be deluded from all advaraitifa which may happan to 
the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul. Endue us with such stren<;th and patience as 
may carry us through every toil and danger^ whether by sea 
•or land ; and, if it be Thy good pleaaure, vottohaa£» to iia » 
aalb return to our familtea and homea. 

* And, as Thy Holy Word teaches ua to pray for othefa, 
as well as for ourselves, we most humbly beseech Thee, of 
Thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succour all those who 
are in trouble, sorrow, need, aiokneaa^ or any other adversity^ 
especially audi as may now he exposed to the dangers of the 
deep, or afflicted with cold and hunger. Bestow upon them 
Ihy ridi mercies, according to their several wants and n^^ 
cessities, and deliver them out of their distress. They are 
known to Thee by name, let them be known of Thee as the 
children of Thy grace axid love. Bless us all with Thy Sb^ 
- TOur, in which ia liie, and with all apiritttal blessings hi Christ 
Jesus; and grant us so to pass the waverof this troublesome 
world, that finally we may come unto Thy everlasting king- 
dom. Grant this, for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. AmenJ* * 

While touching on a leligiotts point connected 'with our 
eipedHioii, I must say, that aa yet we have not Inf the Navy 
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a single good set of sermons adapted to intorrst and instruct 
the seamen. The commander, or commanding officer, of a 
man-of-war usually reads, in the absence of the chaplain, the 
Divine Service on Sundays. We, of course, did not &il to 
do go ; but I never saw an English sailor who would sit down 
and listen attentively to the discussion of some knotty text, 
exhibiting far more in^anuity on the part of some learned 
commentator,. than simplicity and clearness adapted to plain, 
uninformed minds : in a future expedition, and, indeed, in 
tbe Navy generally, it is to be hoped this defidency will be 
remedied. Sermons in the pure and Christianlilce tone of 
Porteuj)'s Lent Lectures, I would humbly rccoirmiLiid as a 
guide for those who may be inclined to take the good work 
in hand. 

A theatre, a casino, and a saloon, two Arctic newspapera, 
one of them an illustrated one, evening-schools, and instrao> 
tive lectures, gave no one an excuse for being idle. The 

officers and men voluntarily imposed on themselves various 
duties in connection with the ditlercut departments; one 
was scene-painter, and under his talented pencil the canvas 
glowed with pictures one almost grieved to see thus em- 
ployed. Decorators and statuarie9 produced effects which, 
with such limited means, werfe really astounding ; vocalists 
and musicians practised and 'persevered until an instrumental 
band and glee-club were formed, to our general delight; 
officers and men sung who never sang before, and maybe, 
eioept under similar circumstances, will never sing again ; 
maskers had to construct their own masks, and sew their own 
dresses, the signal flags sei-ving in lieu ut' a supply from the 
milliner's; and, with wonderful ingenuity, a fancy drc^s ball 
was got up, which, in variety and tastefulness of costume, 
would have borne comparison with any one in Europe. 
Here, editors floundered through a leader, exhibiting 

6 
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French Ingenuity, in saying their My widKml bringing tbeift- 
aelvei within the gn»p of the censors ; here, rong^ contrilm^ 
tors, whose hands, more aooustomed to the tar-brtnh tfaw 

the pen, turned flowing sentences by the aid of old mis- 
cellanies and well-thumbed dictionaries. There, on wooden 
Stools, leaning over long tables, were a row of serious and 
anxious ftoes, which pat one in mind of the days of cane and 
bitch, — an Arctio school. Tough old marines carving ^'pot- 
hooks and hangers," as if their very lives depended on their 
performances, with an occasional burst of petulance, such as, 
" D — the pen, it won't write ! I beg pardon, sir j this 'ere 
pen will splutter which set the scholars in a roar, llien 
some blg-wliiskered top-man, with slate in hand, reeiting his 
mvltipllcatlon-table, and grinning at approval ; whilst a 
scholar," as the cleverest were termed, gave the Instructor 
a hard task to preserve his learned sii]n't iority. 

In an adjoimug place, an observer might notice a tier of 
att«Ltive, upturned ^Etces, listening, like chiidreii to some 
nursery-tftle. It was the first lieutenant of the ^ Resolute,'' 
my much-loved, faithful friend ; he was telling them of the 
deeds of their forefathers in these regions. Parry's glorious 
pages open by his side, he told those stern men with tender 
hearts, of the sufierings, the enterprise, the courage, and the 
reward of imperishable renown exhibited and won by othem. 
Hie glistening eye and compressed lip showed how the good 
seed had taken root in the listeners around, and every even- 
ing saw that sailor audience gather around hiiu whom they 
knew to be the gallant and true," to share in his feelings 
and borrow from his enthusiasm. 

For some time after the sun had ceased to tIbIi otr 
heavens, the southern side of the horixon, for a few hours at 
noon, was strongly illuniined, the sky being shaded, from 
deep and rosy red through all the most delicate tints of pink 
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and blu6y until, in the north, a cold bluish-black scowled 
angrily over the pale mountains, who, in widowed lonelineat, 
had drawn their cowls of snow around, and, nncfaeered by the 
loeeate kiss of the bridegroom sun, seemed to mourn over the 
silence and darkness at their feet. Such was a fine day in 
November, and through the gray twilight the dark forms of 
our people, as they traversed the floe, or 8(mled the cliffs of 
Griffith's Island, or, maybe, oocaeionally hunted a bear, com- 
pleted the scene. 

Charmed as we were with the evanescent colouring uf our 
sky on a fine day, it was in loveliness far surpassed by the 
exceeding beauty of Arct ic moonlight. Daylight but served 
to show the bleakness of frozen sea and land ; but a full, sil- 
Tery moon, wheeling around the zenith for several days and 
nights, threw a poetry over every thing, which reached and 
glowed in the heart, in spite of intense frost and biting 
breeze. At such a time we were wont to pull on our warm 
jackets and seal-skin caps, and, striding out upon the floe, 
eiyoy to the utmost the elasticity of health and spirits with 
whidi we were blest under so bracing a climate. There, 
with cme'a friend, the mutual recognition of Nature's beauties 
and congratulations, at being there to witness it, richly re- 
warded us our isolation from the world of our fellow- 
men ; and general enthusiasm had its full sway as, from the 
heigiECS of Griffith's Island, we looked down on our squadron, 
whose masts alone piereed the broad white expanse over 
Barrow's Strait, and threw long shadows across the floe. 
The noble mission for whicli they had been sent into the north 
was ever present to us, and away instinctively flew our 
thoughts to our gallant friends in the Erebus" and Ter- 
ror :** thus alternately elated and saddened, we enjoyed, with 
earnest feelings, the wondrous scene around us. 

Imagine yourself, dear reader, on the edge of a lofty table- 
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land, which, dipping suddenly at your feet, sloped again to 
the sea of ice, at a dUtaaee of some 500 feet below ; faooy * 
yast plain of ioe and snow, diversified bj tiers of broken^op 
ice and flnow*wreatb% whibb, glistening on the one M% 
reflected back the moonlight with an exceeding brlllianoy, 
whilst the strong shadow on the farther side of the masses 
threw theai out in strong relief ; four lone barks, atoms in 
the extensive landscape, — the observers^ home, — and beyond 
them, on the horizon, sweeping in many a. bay, valley, and 
headland, the coast of Comwallis Island, now bursting upon 
the eye In etartlfng distinctness, then receding into shadow 
aiid gloom, and then anon diversified with flickering shades, 
like an autumnal landscape in our own dear land, as the 
fleecy clouds sailed slowly across the moon, — she the while 
riding through a heaven of deepest blue, richly illuminated 
by the constellations of the northern hemisphere, wheeling 
around the Polar Star like armies in review, — and say if the 
North has not its charms for him who can appredate such 
novel aspects of Nature. 

If you still doubt it^ let us descend the adjacent ravine^ 
formed as if some giant hand bad rent the firm diff haoi 
crown to basement; stand we now at its upper entrance, 
where it slopes away to the table-land behind, — didst ever 
see a sight more wildly beautiful 1 The grim and frowning 
buttresses on either hand, too steep for even the snow-flake 
to rest upon, whilst over its brow a pigmy glader topples 
with graoefiil curve, or droops in many an icy wreath and 
spray, threatening us with destruction as we slide down the 
sharp dtclivity. Now, with many a graceful curve, the 
gorge winds down to the frozen sea, a glimpse of which 
forms the background to the lower entrance. Observe bow 
the snow, which, by wintry gale% has been swept into thp 
ravine, has hardened into masses, resembling naught so 



Digitized by 



OFSa WATMRS IN fiARMOW'S STRAIT, 

much lis a fierce rapid suddenly congealed ; and then look 
orerbead, to a deep blue eky, spangled wilh a miUkm 
flpberea; if thou oouldst haTe aeeii this, and mudi mora 
than pen or tongues can tell, and not admire it^ then I say, 

"OodlwlpaiM, 
Thou hast reMon to be sad." 

As late as the 18th of November, water, m a broad lane, « 
was seen to the S. £. from the extreme of Griffith's Island, 

showing the pack to be in motion in Barrow'a Strait, a 
beJief we otherwise arrivcc! at from the frequent appearance 
of a water-sky in the same direction, especially after spring- 
tides or strong N. W. gales. A few bears, perhaps eight in 
all, visited our ships during the closing, period of 1850, 
flowing they did not hibernate immediately the sun dis* 
appeared ; indeed, so long as there was water near us, they 
would find seal, their usual, perhaps their only, food. And, 
apart from the appearance of water in our immediate neigh- 
bourhood, we were convinced that Lancaster Sound was still 
open, ftorsi the sudden rise of the temperature of the air, 
whenever the wind drew to that quarter; and, what was 
more extraordinary still, whenever the wind was from the 
northward, a black vapour, a certain indication of water, was 
seen to be rolling past Cape Hotham out of Wellington 
Channel: could that have been open so long after the sea 
in our neighbowhood was dosed 1 

However, to return to the bears. Whenever an unlucky 
brute was seen, the severe competition as to who should 
possess his skin, entailed no smaii risk of life upon the hunt- 
ers as well as the proprietor of the coveted prize; and 
crossing the line of fire was recklessly performed, in a man^ 
ner to have shocked an ^ Excellent", gunner or a Woolwich 
ar^eryman. Discretion was tlia better part of Ursine 
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vakmr, and one brute was alone bagged, although a gooll 

many were very much frightened ; the frequent chases, a»^ 
ooQstant failures, giving rise to much quizzing on the part 
of the unsportomatiUkey and learned dissertations by the 
Nimroda upon the rules to be observed in bear-shooting. 
As instances of what risks the community ran, whilst the 
furor for skins was at its height, I will merely say, that two 
unconscious morlals who had got on a hummock to see 
around, were mistaken in the twilight for bears, and siuud 
fire from a rifle, which, happily, fot them, on this occasion, 
missed its mark; and one day, a respectable hMHvidual, 
tiotthig among the snow ridges, was horrified to see on a 
piece of caQvas, in large letters, "Beware of spring-guns 
Picture to oneself the person's feelings. How was he to 
escape 1 The next tread of his foot, and, maybe, off into 
hie body might be discharged the murderous barrel secreted 
Ibr a bear. FaAe decreed otherwise ; the alarmed seaman 
escaped ; and the spring-gun was banished to some lonety 
ravine, from which the proprietor daily anticipated a dead 
bear, and I, a dead shipmate; some of whom, pining for 
forlorn damsels at home, were led to seutimeataiize in 
retired places. 

My captain of the forecastle, whose sporting propensities 
I have elsewhere noted, cured me of a momentary mania fbr 

trophies of the chase, thus : a large bear and cub, ailer 
coming tow^ards the "Pioneer," fur some time halted, and 
were &:ed at by three officers with guns : of the three barrels 
only one went oflT, wounding the cub, which, with its mother, 
made for Oriflith*s Island. I chased, followed by some of the 
men, the foremost of whom was my andent mariner, who 
kept close to my heels, urging me on by declaring we were 
fast catching the bnite«. We decidedly had done so. By 
the time I reached the island, and both bears were within 
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shot, climbing up, with cat like agility, the steep face of the 
diffi) again and agaia I &iied to get mj gun off; and aa tlw 
she-bear looked at one tame inclined to oome down and ae# 
who the bipeds were that bad chased her, I looked round at 
my suppot Lers, who were vehemently exclaiming that " we 
should have her in a niiuute I" They oonsisted of Old 
Abbot) armed with a snow-kni^ and some men who ran, 
becaase they saw others doing ao. Now, a anow-knife con- 
sists of nothing more tlian a piece of old iron beaten oat on 
an anvil so as to cut snow, having an edge, which, when I 
anxiously asked if it was sharp, I was figuratively told, "The 
owner, John Abbot, could have ridden to the devil upon it 
without injury to hia penon." Yet, with this, I verily believe^ 
the old seaman would have entered the list against the teeiii 
and talons of Mistress Bmin. I objected, however, and 
allowed lier to escape with becoming thankfulness. 

Christmas-day was, of course, not forgotten, and our best, 
though humble fare was displayed in each of the vessels. 
Hospitality and good-fellowship, however, were not confined 
to thia day alone ; and had not the bond of friendahip, whicb 
knit the officers and men of lihe squadron together, taught 
them the necessity of sharing the little they had, the open- 
handed liberality of our hospitable leader would have done 
ao» At his table, petty difierences, professional heart-burn- 
ings, and quarter-deck etiquette, were ibrgotten and laid 
aside. A liberal and pleasant host made merry guests ; and 
amongst the many ways in wliich we strove to begnile the 
winter of 1850-51, none have more agreeable recollections 
than his dinner-parties. 

It may not here be out of place to describe the ordi- 
nary dothing worn, as yet^ by officers and men : the tem- 
perature ranging often as low aa 85^ below aero, with atroBg 
gales 
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Chthwg vfhm mdoon, 

1 FUumel ihht with deerM. 

1' Cotton ditto. 

1 Woistooat witii sleeve8» fined 

ivithflanneL 
1 Dfawen flanneL 
1 Pair trowsers, box-cloth, lined 

with flannel. 
1 Pair thick stockings. 
1 Do. thin ditto. 
1 Horsc-hair sole. 
1 Fair carpet boots. 



Additional for tcaiking» 

Boz-elolli pea Jaeket. 

Wehh wig. 

8eal<akin cap. 

BeaTeivekin mitia. 

Shawl'or ctmhrttXh^ 

Men witii tender faces re- 
quired a cloth face-cover 
in tilt: wind. 



JatMuayj 1861. — ^That we were all paler, was perceptible 
to every one ; but only a ftw had loet flesh. A very little 
e3cml8e was found to tire one very soon, and appetites were 

generally on the decrease. For four hours a-day, we alJ. men 
and officers, made appoint of facing the external air, let the 
temperature be what it would ; and this rule was carefully 
adhered to, until the return of the sun naturally induced 
US to lengthen our excursions. Only on three occasions was 
l3ie weather too severe fbr eommnnleatfion between the 
vessels, and the first of these occurred in the close of 
December and oommenceiuent of January. To show 
one's face outboard, was then an impossibility; the gale 
swept before it a body of snow higher than our trucks, 
and hid every thing a fow yards off from sight The 
"Resolute," three hundred yards off, was invisible; and 
the accumulation of snow upon our housing, threatened to 
burst it in. The floe seemed to tremble as the gale shrieked 
over its aur&oe, and tore up the old snow-drilfU and deposited 
them afresh.* A wilder scene roan never saw : it was worthy 
of the Arctio regiottSy and a fit reqfuiem for the departing 
year. 
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After one of these gales, walking on the floe was a work 
of mock diffiouUy, ia ooosequeiioe of the irregular surfkce it " 
pmenited to the foot^ Hie snow-ridges, called aaetnigi by 
tlie BmsiMis, run (wlim tmobatracted by obstedee whidi 
eaosed a ooonteivearrent) in parallel lines, waving and 
winding together, and so close and hard on the edges, that 
the foot, huge and clumsy as it was with warm clothing, and 
thick soles, slipped about most helplessly ; and we, therefore, 
bad to wait until a change of wind had, by a cross drift, filled 
up ^e ridges thus formed, before we took long walks ; and 
on the road between the vessels parties were usually em- 
ployed mending the roads. 

With one portion of the phenomena of the North Sea, we 
were partioularly disappointed-Hind this was the aurora. The 
colours, in all cases, were vastly inforior to those seen by us 
in &r soathem latitudes, a pale golden or straw colour 
being the pre vail hig hue • the most striking part of it 
its apparent proximity to the earth. Once or twice the 
auroral coruscations accompanied a moon in its last quarter, 
and gflnSsrally previous to bad weather. On one occasion, in 
ChriatmaS'Week, the light playecl about the edge of a low 
vapour whidi hung at a very small altitude over us • it never, 
on this occasion, lit up the whole uiider-snrface of the said 
clouds, but formed a series of concentric seinicircles of light, 
with dark spaces between, which waved, glistened, and van- 
ished, like moonlight upon a heaving, but unbroken sea. 

At other times, a stream of the same coloured vapour 
would span the heavens through the senitb, and from it 
would shoot sprays of pale orange colour for many hours; 
and then the mysterious light would again as suddenly 
vanish. 

CKonds may have been said to have absented themselvea 
ttom, our sky for at leaet two months of the winter ; Ute 
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l|eay«B8, the stan, and moon, were often obscured, but it 
invMriiiblj appeared to be from mnr-drUI rather than IVom • 
doudy sky. Saow fell laoeeaaDtly, even on the elearestdaj, 

consisting of minute spiculae, hardly perceptible to the eye, 
but which accumulated rapidly, and soon covered auy thing 
left in the open air for a few iniiuites. With returning day- 
Ughti and the pnmiiae of Uie sun, clouds again dotted the 
aouthem heavana, and mottled with beauttfiil mackerel akiea 
the dome above ue. 

The ininu use quantity of snow which in a gale is kept 
suspended in the air by the action of the wind, and is termed 
drift, quite astounded us ; and on two occasions, with north- 
weaterly galesi we had a good opportunity of noting Its aocu- 
mnlation. The ^ Pioneer*' and ^ Intrepid^ laymg acroea Aa 
wind, 1^ eounter-enrrent caused a larger depoaltion around 
us than elsewhere. On the first occasion, after the wind sub- 
aided, we found a snow-wreath along the weather-side of the 
▼eaael ibr a leogth of one hundred and eighty feet, abont 
eleTen feet deep in the deepest part, and sloping gradually 
away Ibr one hundred yards. After weighing a cable feot of 
the snow, I calculated that, at the lowest computation, the 
mass thus deposited in twenty-four hours was not less than 
four hundred tons in weight ! How the fioe bore the pressure 
seemed unaccountable to me; but it did aromid the ^Pio^ 
near,'' although that near llie ^ Intrepid'* broke down, and 
the water fiowed up aboye tlie snow, forming It mpidly Into 
ice. 

Much later in the winter — indeed in the month of March 
~a suooession of furious gales quite smothered us ; the drift 
piled up as high as the top of the winter housing, which was 
fifte^i feet above the deck, and then blew over to leeward, 
filling up on that side likewise ; whilst we, unable to face the 
storm without, could only prevent the housing from being 



Digitized by 



WINTEE MMFLOTUmrS, IBi 

broken in, by placing props of planks and spars to support 
the superincumbent weight. We had actually to dig our 
way out of tb€» vessaL ; aud I know not how we should haye 
fitted Um poor flootiiered oralb^ had not Nature aamsted 
hj tbe breaking down of the fiocw Tkusat first threatened to 
injure and Btrain tbe *^ Pioneer,^' for, firmly Md as she was 
all round, the vessel was immersed some two feet deeper 
than she ought to have been by the subsiding ice. We set 
to work, however, to try and liberate her, when <»ie night a 
aariaa of loud reporte awakened me^ and the quartmaaater 
at the lame time ran down to 8ay» in hia quaint phraseology, 
that ^ she was a going off!** a &ot of which there was no 
doubt, as, with ssuddcn surges, the "Pioneer" overc;inu3 the 
hold the fioe had taken of her poor sides, and after some time 
she floated again at her true water-line ; while the mountain 
of enow around us had sunk to the level of the floe, and at 
first Ibrmed enormously thick ice; but this in time, by the 
action of the under currents of warm water, reduced itself to 
the ordinary thickness of the adjoining floe. 

Betbre we enter upon the subject of returning spring, and 
the new occupations and eieitem^t which it oalled fiyrth, let 
me try to convey an idea of a day spent in total darknessi 
as flu* as the son was concerned. 

Fancy the lower deck and cabins of a ship, lighted entirely 
by candles and oil lamps ; every aperture by which external 
air could enter, unleaa under control, carefully secured, and 
all doors doubled^ to prevent drau^ta. It la break&at*timey 
and reeking hot cocoa from every mese^taUe Is sending up a 
dense vapour, which, in addition to the breath of so many 
souk, fills the space between decks with mist and fog. 
Should you go on deck (and remember you go from 50® 
above zero to 40° below it^ in eight sh<Nrt steps), a oolumn 
of amoiw will be seen riahag throu|^ certain i^rturea called 
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Tentilatoi'8, whilst others are supplying a current ot pure air. 
Bre&kfiMst done^-^and, from the jokes and ooerriineDt, it has 
been a good oney— 'there is a general pfulHog <m of warm 
dochlng, and the major part of the officers and men go on 
deck. A few femaln, to elean and clear np, armn^ ibr the 
dinner, and remove nny damp or ice that may havo formed 
in holes or corners during the sleeping hours. This done, a 
muster of all hands^ called ^ divisions/* took plaoe. Officers 
inspected the men, and every part of the ship^ to see both 
were clean, and then thej dispersed to their several duties, 
which at this severe season were very light ; indeed, confined 
mainly to supply the cook with snow to melt for water, 
keeping the fire-hole in the floe open, and sweeping the 
decks. Knots of two or three would, if there was not » 
strong gale blowing, be seen taking exercise at a distance 
fh>m the vessels ; and others, strolling under the lee, dis- 
cussed the past and prophesied as to the fut ure. At nooi), 
soups, preserved meats, or salt horse, formed the seamen's 
dinner, with the addition of preserved potatoes, a treat which 
the gallant fellows duly appredated. ' The officers dined 
somewlmt later-^2 p. m. A little afternoon exercise was 
tiien taken, and ^he evening meal, of tea, next partaken of. 
If it was school niirh; , tlio voluntary pupils went to their 
tasks, the masters to their posts ; reading men producing 
their books, writing men their desks, artists painted by can* 
dle*light, and cards, diess, or draughts, combined with con- 
versatton, and an evening^s glass of grog, and a cigar or pipe, 
served to bring round bed-time again. 

Monotony was our enemy, and to kill time our endeav- 
our: hardships there was none: for ail we underwent in 
winter quarters, in the shape of. cold, hunger, or danger, was 
voluntary. Monotony, as I again r^^t, was the. only dis- 
agreeable part of our -wiateriiig at Griffith's btod. Bom^ 
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men MiKHigat m w & wwA in dwir temperanieDi to be mtMk 

bcttet able to endure this monotony than others: and others 
who had no source of amusement — such as readin£j, writing, 
or drawing'— were much to be pitied. Nothing struck one 
more than tba fltrong tendency to tolk of home, and £iiglaiid : 
it beoame quite a disease. We, for the most part^ qpoke as 
if all the most alRwtioiiale husbands, dutiful sons, and a^ 
tached brothers, h;u] found their way into the Arctic expedi- 
tions. From these maudlins, to which the most strong- 
minded oeeasionaily gave way, we gladly sought refuge iir 
anmseoMiitii— ^sueh as thsatres and balls. . To give an idsa 
of tbesestwllh whish all entered thsse gaysties, I will vaoonnft 
a list of the charaetsr s sasiiiiinil by the offiseiSi at the iinft 
fuucy dress bail. 



CSipt. AoBtia • . 


• 


Old Chatra tc mend. 


Ommanncj • 


• 


Mayor of Qr^fiti^B JUmnL 


Idsat. Aldrieh . • 




Fancy dress. 


Cator . • 


« 


Old EngUth Qewtkman. 


ITClintoek; . 


• 


Bhm Demon, 


Osbom 


• 


Bltuk DonwM, 


Brown • • 


* 


JUdJkviL 


Mftffhaitt 


• 


She and Whik XhmSno, 


Dr. Ponnet • • 


• 


A Lady, thm m 




• 


A CbjmtjUSk 


Ward 


• 


ABmOU. 


Hr. K.ing • • 




Jockey. 


Kcarsc . • 


• 


Smuggler. 


May . 


• 


Jtoman Soldier* 


Hamilton • • 




A Spinster. 


Eds . 




S/xtntsh Dancing Girl, 


Markham • • 


• 


As Allegorij. 


Chcyne • • 


• 


Miss Maria. 


M'Dougsll 


• 


Vivandiere. 


Lswis 


• 


■tf ^Ira^Mr WW ^^PWIPW* 
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AfftAlMl • • • Mahomet AIL 

Wftllib • • • JBedouin Arab, 

HarwQod. • . Mui9 T<Aiiha lUek. 

Allea • • • Chreemoieh Pennmur. 

Brooman . • • Pwuih. 

Grabbe • • * Bir Charl^ OrainSmn, 

Bichttrds • * 4- '^^* 

Wlnkl pimtes, ThHm, gipiieSi and ghosli^ wUboiit lisnilMr, 

chequered the ball-room. 

These our amiiseinents ; but the main object of our 
mung to the I^orth was kept coDstantly in view, and ootb* 
lof tiKb kbour or Iqgiiiittty mrid denie Unwrn^ iism 
oiMliil fteooaqiiidiiiMBfc of ottf miMiott 1^ 

Some turned their attention to obtabing ialbmalioii Ibr 
the general good, upon all that related to travelling in frozen 
regions; others plodded through many a vohimo. f<)r mete- 
orological informatioQ upon which to arrauge a safe period 
of departure for the traveliers in the 9^fvag% others tried to 
Ibviid some reasonable theory as to the geogmphj of the 
unexplored regions around us; whilst a portion more 
actively employed themselves in bringing into action divers 
practical means of communicating with our mi^iug couotrj- 
men which bad been snpplled to us in England. 

Boekefei^ in the ealm eradnge of early wiiitAr, wei« fired 
wllii great eflbot; in proof of which, signals were eeveial 
times exchanged, both in the autumn and spring, between 
Assistance Harbour and our squadron, by the aid of these 
useful projectiles, although the distance was twenty miles. 

The balloons, however, as a mofo Qovel attempt Ibr dis* 
lant signallang, or, rather, mteroommimicatioii, were a sub- 
ject of deep interest The plan was simple, and ingenious; 
the merit of the idea, as applicable to the relief of Sir John 
Franklin, by communicating to him intelligence of the posi- 
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Uoa of the searching parties, being due to Mr. Shepperd, 
0. s. It was as iallows : a balloon of oiled silk, capable of 
liiaiiig aboul a pound irdglit vli^ inflated, vaa filled witk 
hydrogen eviilved fitna a atrong oaik, fittad with valTa, 
in. which, when required for the purpose, a eertain quantity 
of zinc filings and sulphui ic acid had been introduced. To 
the base of the balloon, when infliited, a piece of slow match, 
five feet kmgy vaa attaohed, ite lower end b«ng lifked. 
AJoog due mateh, at oevtain intcrra^ pleoai of eolomd 
paper and nlk ware aaenrad with thiaad, end on tliem tha 
information as to our position and intended linen of seardi 
were printed. The balloon, when liberated, sailed rapidly 
along, rising withal, and, as the match burnt, the papers 
were gradually detached, and^ foiling, ofHread themariroB on 
the anoW| where their gkring ooloura wonhl soon attinet 
notice, should they hap|nly M near tha poor foUowa In tka 
« Erebus" and " Terror." 

Every care was taken to despatch these ball th 
winds from the southward and aouth-eaat, so that the papers 
might be distributed to the north and nortli-weatj and west* 
ward. Fire-haUoons, <^ which there ware a fow, were likawiea 
despatched ; hut the impression in my own nind is, that the 
majority of the balloons despatched by us, after rising to some 
height, were carried by counter-currents — always liie most 
prevalent ones at the cold season of the year — to the south- 
ward and south-west On two occasions I diatineUjr saw tha 
haUootts, when started with £. winds, pass for a while to 
the N. W., and then, at a great altitude, alter thstr ooma 
under the influence of a contrary current, and pass as rapidly 
to the S. E., in the teeth of the light airs we had on the floe. 

The farthest distance from the point of departure at which 
any of these papers were found, as far as 1 know, appears to 
haye been within fifty milea. The Assiatanoa" deapakihed 
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some fivm nMur Bariow Ihlet^ whldi were pleked vp on tlie 
0{>pQilte eide of WeUingtoti diannel notth of Port Iimvi, 

Neither this, however, nor oui non-discovery of any papers 
during our travelling in 1851, can be adduced as a proof 
flgaiiMt their possible utilit/ and success; and the balluons 
nmy afcill be oooaidered a tnoat uaeful auxiliaty. 

Next— indeed we ahotild w$ before 1^ belloone— 48 a 
means of communication, came earner-pi geoos. Wh«a first 
proposed, in 1850, many laughed at the idea of a bird doing 
any service in such a cause \ and, maybe, might have laughed 
yet, had not a earrier-p^eoa, despatched by Capt. Sir Johu 
BoaS| finmi Us winter quarters in 1860, aetually reached its 
home, near Ayr, m Seotland, in five days. In our expedi- 
tion none of these birds had been taken ; but on board the 
" Felix" Sir John Ross h;id a couple of brace. 1 plead guilty, 
myself, to having joined in the laugh at the poor creatures, 
when, with feathers in a half-moulted state, I heard it pro> 
posed to despttteh them fK>m Beeohey Island, in 74 degrees 
N. and 9^ degrees W., to the meridian of Greenwich and 
50 degrees N. latitude, even though thoy were slung to a 
balloon for a part of the journey. At any rate it was done, 
I think, on the 6th October, 1850, from Aseistanoe Harbour. 
Two bird% duly freighted with intelligence, and notes from 
the married men, were put in a basket, which was attadied 
to a balloon in sneh a manner, that, afber combustion of a 
certain quantity of match, the carrier-pigeons would be 
launched into the air to commence their flight. The idea 
being that tl^ey would fetch some of the whaling vessels 
about the mouth of Hudson's Straits; at least so I heard. 
The wind was then blowing fredi firom the north-west, and 
the temperature below zero. 

'When we in the squadron off (irillith's Island hcai d of the 
departure of the mail, the opinion prevaleat was, the birds 
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^woold be ffroeen to death. We 

one trandred end twenty houi-s, 
. "by the laf^y to whom it had originally belonged, reached her 
house, and flew to the nest in which it had been hatched in 
the pigeon-house. It had, however, bjr some means or other, 
ahaken itaelf clear of the packet entrusted to its charge. 
This marrellotis flight of three thoosand miles is the longest 
on record ; but, of course, we are unable to say for what 
portion of the distance the bird was carried by the balloon, 
and when or where liberated ; that depending upon the 
strength and direction of the gale In which the balloon was 
carried along. 

Kites, whidi the kind Mr. Benjamin Smith had supplied 
me with, both as a tractile power to assist us in dr;njfjinf5 
sledges, as well as a means of signalizing between parties, 
affi>rded much interest, and the snocess of our experiments 
in wpplying them to dragging weights was so great, that all 
those I was able to supply gladly provided themselves wiHi 
so useful an auxiliary to ^>ot-travetlers. Experience, how- 
ever, taught us how infrpossible it was to command a fjiir 
wind, without which they were useless wriii;ht, and in severe 
weather there was .some danger, when handling or coiling np 
the lines, of havhig to expose the hands and being frost> 
bitten. 

My attempts failed to despatch the kites with a weight 
attached sufficient to keep a strain on the string, and so keep 
the kite alofl, whilst at the same time it was enabled to 
proceed through the air in any direction I chose; for, as may 
be conceived, a little too much weight made the kite a fix* 
tnre, whilst a little too little, or a sndden flaw of wind, would 
1 'j)ple the kite over and bring it to the earth. As a means 
of signalizing between ships when stationary, the flying of 
* kites of different colours^ sixes, or numbers, attached one to 
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the oth^r, would, i am sare^ in the clear atmaq^her« of th« 
ArbIm regions, ba £Mmd wonderfully Mmiam* 

Lwllyi ire carried onl, more I believe tern amiMiMiift 
dMa from any idea of being aeafal^ a |dan whieh had ti^ 

gested itself to the people of Sir James lioss's expedition . 
when wintering in Leopold Harbour in 1848-49, that of en- 
closing mfonnatiou in a ooUar, secured to the necks of the 
Aretie teea, cauffat in traps^ and then liberated* Several 
animala tfana eatmiled with deapatehea jq>t reooida were 
liberated by different ships ; but, as the tmth must be told, 
I fear in manj cases the next night saw the poor " postman," 
as Jack fiicetiously termed him, in another trap, out of which 
be would be taken, killed, ^le skin taken <4 and peeked 
away, (o omamMft, at eome future day, tiie nsok of some 
iUr Dttldnea. As a ^aub," I was admitted into tida aeeret 
mystery, or otherwise, I with others might have acconnted 
for the disappearance of the collared foxes by believing^ them, 
busy on their honourable mission* In order that the crime 
of killing the postmen" may be reoogniaed in ite true ligbt^ 
1& ia but fiur that I sbonld say, that the bratesi having pa»* 
tak^ onoe of the good cheer on board or around the ships, 
seldom seemed satisfied with the mere empty honours of a 
copper collar, and returned to be caught over and over again. 
Strict lawB were laid down for their safbty, soch aa an edkt 
that no fox taken alive in a tmp was to be killed : of ooutee 
w> fox was after thie taken alive; ^y were all nnaooouni> 
ably dead, unless it was some fortunate wight whose Iji ush 
and coat were worthless : in such case he lived either to drag 
about a quantity of information in a copper collar for the 
feat of Us days, or else to die a slow death, as beiiig intended 
ibr Lord Derby's menagerie. 

The departure of a postman was a scene of no small mer- 
riment : all hands, from the captain to the cook, were out to ^ 
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iiuM the foz^ vho^ iwlf ir^ten^d out of ite wili^ eacmed Ic^ 
doubt "wbich w»y to nm ; whQs^ loud slioato and roan ni. 
kngliter, breaking the eokl, frosty air, were heard from ehipi 

to ship, as the fox-hunters swelitid in nuiabers ftum all sides, 
and those that could not run mounted some neighbouring 
hummock of ice, and gave a view halloo, wiuoh said fiur move 
for robnit lieaitli tiiaii lor tuoaftil melodjr* 

During the darker period of tke winter, and wbcn tha 
unoertainty of the wea^r was soeh that, ftom a perfeel ealm 
and clear weather, a few hours would change the scene to a 
howling tempest aad thick drift, in which, if one h&d been 
eangbt^ death must ioavitably have lollowed^froat oare WM 
neeesaary in taking our walksi to prnvvit being ao oveitalMA$ 
bat, nerertheleea, walks of aeTen or eight miles fipom tha 
vessels were, on several occasions, performed, and a severe 
temperature fac^d and mastered with perfect indifference. I 
rememb^ well on the 13tii January seeing mercury, in a 
solid maiSi^with a temperature of 40^ below lero, and being 
ona of a good many who bad taken three bottia hard walking 
£>r mere pleasure. 

We joked not a little at the fireside stories at homo, of 
bitter cold nights, and being frozen to death on sonie English 
heath : it seemed to us so incredible that people should be 
firost-bitten, beeause the air was below freeamg point; whilat 
we ahould have balled with delight the thermomatar atandlng 
at aero, and indeed looked ^Mrward to suoh a state of our 
climate, as people in the tempeiate zone would to May 
sunshine and iiu^vers. 

With the increasing twilight, many au auuuous eye was 
cast from the top of Griffith's Island, to see the prospaot of 
good foot-travelling offered by the floe : it cannot havo been 
said to be cheering, fi>r broken and hummooky ice met tiie 
eye whichever way one looked, with here and there a small 
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smooth space ; and if it looked so from the he ights, we knew 
full well that when actually amongst Ihuse hummocks, the 
traveUing would be arduous indeed. There was some time 
yet) howeTer, to elapse before the tussle commenced \ and 
many a snow-storm had time meanwhile to rage. With 
seamen's sanguhteness, we trusted that they would fill up 
the hollows, and help to smooth over the bioken pack ; any 
way, we all knew a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull alto- 
gether/* woald master more difficulties than as yet had 
shown Humselves in the Arctic r^ons. 

Such were our occupations, snch the amusements, sn<& 
the hopes and fears of our winter quarters off Griffith's 
Island ; and looking back now at that period, we happily 
forget its dreariness, and recollect only its brighter moments 
-^he last fHendship tlrare formed for man the respect and 
admfa«tion for all. 

February 7th, 1851. — ^The stentorian lungs of the " Reso- 
hlte's" boatswain hailed, to say the sun was in sight from the 
mast-head; and in all the vessels the rigging was soon 
manned to get the first glimpse of the retarning god of 
day.^ Slowly it rose, and loud and hearty dieers greeted 
the return of an orb whom the world, without the frozen 
zone, does not half appreciate, because he is always with 
them. For ninety-six days it had not gladdened us, and 
now its return put fresh life into our night-wearied bodies. 
For a whole hour we ftasted ouraelyes with admiring the 
sphere of firfe, whidi illumined without warming us; and, 
indeed, the cold now increased rather than otherwise, and 
our lowest temperature and severest weather did not occur 
until March. 

Preparations for spring travelttng were now hastened ; 
daUy commiltees of offioen met, by order, to disoosa eyery 
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point, and receive, approve, or reject proposals and plana. 
Eveiy soul, high aod low, exerted his ingenuity and Abilitaea 
to Invent artiolesy portable and useful lor travellara ; 'wktlat 
others sent in to the leader of the expedition aohemes of 
search, in which distances, directions, weights, and material 
were duly considered. Hopes rose high, as every one felt 
that the field was thrown open to individual ability and akilL 
Every ooe, natuiaUy, (for orders to put the men in traifr> 
ing" did not oome oat until aftenrardai) eommeneed to 
" harden up*' £>r the labour before them. Zealous individ> 
ualb might be daily seen trying all sorts of patents. Out 
of their hard-earned wages some of the men bought and 
niade sails of peculiar cut for their sledges ; others, afler the 
working hours" were over, construeted water«bottlea, vel<^ 
- ctpedes, cooking-tins ; in &cli^ neither pains nor trouble wwe 
spared — officers and men vying in zeal. 

Early in March an interchanj^e of visits between our 
squadron and that under Captain Penny opened the oommu- 
mcation» His vessels had got through the winter equally 
well with ourselves^ and he^ in like maimer, was hard at 
work, preparing for the fbot journeys ; and, as no sledges or 
other equipment had been bi uugliL by him iVoni Kagland, in 
consequence of his hurried departure, every nerve had to be 
strained, and every resource called into existence, to enable 
him to oyeroome his diffioulte in lack of materiaL 

On the 8th of Hareh, at 11 iuHL^ the temperature in tha 
flliade having been a couple of hours previously at 41^ below 
zero, and niercury solid in the open air, we -were delighted 
to see a solitary drop of water trickle down the black paint 
of the Pioneer's" side : at that moment, oddly enough, the 
temperature in the shade was 86^ — ^ and in the sun tlia 
tJiermometer only rose to 3^ below aero ! Water, however, 
it undoubtedly was, and aa aueh we dieerliilly bailed it^ to 
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ptof the inmmtlhug heat of the m, and to pmouw aoomtof 
All Mafeh wm a aeeiie of eonafeant bnainess, diver* 

fiified with sledge pmades and amusing military evolutions, 
recalling to our minds unpleasant recollections of awelteriag 
Md^ya and grand parades. 

Having briefly tooobed upon tbe leading ineidents eoo- 
iieeted wUh our winter, and brongfat eveiita up to the pm- 
paiaiions for a search on foot, it may not here be out of 
place to give a briel sketch of the causes wiiieh had brt)ught 
about the necesaitj for bo many Englishmen to be sojourning 
in theee inelement reglona^ as well aa oeeaaioned tbe voyage 
of that distinguished navigator whose squadron we hoped to 
ittsoae. 

The seamen of Northern Europe, the Norsemen and 
Scandinavians, seem, from the earliest records extant, to 
have sought for the glory attendant upon 1> raving the perils 
ef Polar Seaa. From A.n« 860 to from the sea-rover 
Naddod'a diseovery of Iceland, to Eirek of die Red HaadV 
landing on Oreenland, near Hei^lf 's Ness, neither wreek, 
disaster, nor tempest, checked the steady, onward march of 
their explorations; robbing, as they ev^tually did a century 
afterwards, the immortal Genoese of one half his honoofs^ 
by aetnally landing, nndcr tbe pimto Bianvl, on the Bsrw 
«onthient sontb of the river St. Lawreiiee. 

In Greenland, a hardy race, the descendants of the North- 
land waniurs, appear to have multiplied; for, in a. d. 1400, 
a flourishing colony stood on this threshold of the new world ; 
eonverted to Cbrlstiaiiity^, the eathedval of Garda bad been 
eonstraeted, etad the ardiives in keland proved It to bavo> 
been sneeessively heM' by no less than seventeen bishops ; 
the colonies were known under the general terms of East and 
"Wf st B\ (Bight), and nuniljered in all sixteen parishes, 
and two hmidred and eighty fiurms^ nomeronsly populated. 
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fltrfol Mnttniwokil monopoly, and the naturally secluded 
position of the Scandincivian colony in Greenland, seemed 
to have occasioned its perfect decadence, or, otherwise, m 
tTAditions tell us, a sudden hostile inroad of tba fiBqoimaox 
swept off the isolated Europeaae: from ehlier cmmo there 
mnained, after the lapse of two centories, hot tiie moss- 
covered rums of a few clmrches, some Runic inscriptions, 
and the legends of the Esquimaux, who talked of a tall|fair> 
haired race, their giants of old. 

The heirloom of the northern pirates, the dominion of the 
Mi, pessed, however, into Englend's hands, and with tt that 
same daring lore of the diflionlt and unknown, which had led 
the Viking from conquest to conquest : and whilst southern 
Europe sought for the wealth of the Indies in the more genial 
regions of the south, fin^ish eeamen poshed their harks io 
the west, in the hoisterons seae of high northern, latitudes. 
Confining myself purely to those who essayed the passsfe 
to Cathay Cipango. and the Indies, by the north-wc^t, liist 
on the glorious scroll stands Frobisher, That sturdy seaman 
of Elizabeth^s gallant navy, on the 11th ol* July, 1576, with 
three craft, whose united burden only amounted to ssvi»%<- 
fi$$ t^is ^ proud admiral^ sifted the eest ooest of 
OreenUmd, in 61** north Istitudow Unable to approneh it for 

ice, which then, as now. hampers tlic wliulc of that coast, he 
was next blown by a gale far to the south-west on to the 
eoast of Labrador, reaching eventually to 63° north latitude, 
and landhig in Frohiriier^e Btroifes. He extricated his vessels 
with diflienlty, and rstomed home, oarrying a quantity of 
miea, which was mistaken far gold; and awakening the 
cnp!dity of the court, nobles, and merchants, three more 
expeditions sailed, exhibiting laudable courage and akill, but 
adding little to our geographical knowledge. 

Such a encoasslon of misoMriages damped the ardour te 
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Borib^mt diaeorery tf» a wfaik; vatil, m ^divm 

wor!*hipful merchants of London, and the West country, 
moved by the desire of advancing Gtid's glory, and the good 
of tbdir native land," e4uipped John Duvts" for ii vo^^age 
of diaoovery to the unknown regions of the Dorth-weet. 

Piteous AS were his bardshipft— dolelul as were lus tales 
of the lothsoine view of y* shore, and y* irksome noyse of 
y* yce," "y* stinking fogs and cruc'llc windes" of Desolation 
Land — the seamen of that day seemed each to have deter- 
mined to see and judge for himself^ and ably were they sup- 
ported by the open-handed liberality of weald^ private 
iodividoala, and the corporation of London merchants; 
whose minds, if we may judge of them by such men as Sir 
John AVoistanholnie, Digges, Jones, and others, soared far 
above Smithfield nuisances and committees on sewers. Af- 
ter Davis we see Way mouth, then Hudscm, who perished 
amid the sooies of his hardships and honoura. Ceptains 
Button and By lot, followed by the ablest, the first of Aiotie 
navigators — Baffin, — he sweeping, in one short season, round 
the great bity which records his fame, showed us of the present 
day the high-road to the we&t ; and did more ; A>r he saw 
more of that coast than we modem seamen have yet been 
abk to aooomplish. Lastly, un that olden time, we have the 
sagacious and quaint Nor-West Fox, carrying our flag to the 
head of Hudson's Bay ; whilst James's icartu! sufierings in ^ ■ 
the southern extreme of the same locality, completed, for a 
while, the labours of British seamen in these regions. 

A lull then took plaoe, perhaps oooasioned by the granting 
of a charter to certain noblemen and merohants in 1668, un- 
der the title of " Governor and Company of Adventurers of 
England," trading into Hudson's Bay, with the understanJing 
that the discovery of a nui th-west passage was to be peri^ 
vexed in by them. During a century, they aocompliahod, by 
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fmA tbe IsMer in 1789,*-^ tndng of the Copper-mine and 

the Maekvmne rivers to their embouchdres into an arctic sea 
in the 70° parallel of north latitude; wliilst a teniponiry 
interest, on the part of Great Britain, during the reign of 
Geoiige the Tbird^ ooossioned two names, dear to every tea* 
sum's reooUeetioii, to be anociated with the aocompHshment 
of geographical dwoovery in the same direction : the one was 
Nelson, who served with Captain Phipps, afterwards Lord 
Mulgrave, in his attempt to pass over the Pole ; and the 
other, the greatest of English navigators — Cook, who, in 
1776, fiuJed to round the American continent by coming to 
the eastward from Behring's Straits. 

At the eommenoement of the oarrent century, onr knowl- 
edge of the northern coast of the ATneiican continent 
amounted to a mere fraction. On the west, Cook had hardly 
penetrsted beyond Behring's Straits ; and on the east, Hud- 
son's and Baffin's Bay formed the limit of our geographical 
knowledge ; except at two points, where the sea had been 
seen by Hearne and Mackenzie. 

Shortly after the Peace, one whose cenius atid ahility 
were only to t)e equalled by his perseverance, the late Sir 
John Barrow, Secretary of the Admiralty, turned his atten* 
tioo to Arotio disoovery,and especially the north-west passage. 
He had himself been to ^itzbergen, and as far north as the 
80th parallel of latitude. Combating the prejudiced, con- 
vincing the doubtful, and teaching the ignorant, he awakened 
national pride and professic)nal enterprise in a cause in which 
English seamen had already won high honours, and Great 
BritainV glory was especially involved. What difficulties 
he mastered, and how well he was seconded by others, and 
none more so than by the enli?ihfened First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, Viscount Melville, Sir Johu Barrow himself has 
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told, in the able volumes which imperishably chronicle the 
deeds of ancient and modern explorers in Polar regions, 
l^oe 1818, with the exception of Sir John Ross's first vojage, 
we maj have been said to have eonstantly added to our 
knowledge of the north-west 

It was In 1819 that Parry sailed to commence that mag- 
nificent series of discoveries which, since completed by 
Franklin, Richardson, Beechey, the Rosses, Back, Simpson, 
and Rae, have left us, after thirty-five years of well-spent 
toQ and devotion^ in perfeet possession of the geographical 
i»atures of Arctic Amerioa^ and added ikn$ UtM^and W je Aiia- 
dred and eighty milef of coast-line to our Polar dharts. Is 
this nothing? If the mere quid 2)ro qtto is required of public 
servants, surely the Arctic navigator has far better repaid to 
his country the pay and food he has reoeiyed at her hande 
than those who, in a time of unlrersal peace, idle through 
year after year of foreign service in her men-o^war ; and 
most assuredly, if we are proud of our seamen's fame and 
our naval renown, where can we look for nobler instances of 
it than amongst the records of late Arctic voyages and jour- 
neys. The calm, heroic sufferings of Franklin,— always suc- 
cessful, let the price be what it Would ; the iron resolution of 
Bidiardson ; Baok*s iearAil winter mardi to save his com- 
rades ; the devoted Hepburn, who, old though he be, could 
not see his former leader perish without trying to help him, 
and, whilst I writ« these lines, is again braving an Arctic 
winter in the little Prince Albert Parry, who knew so 
wen to lesd and yet be loved ; James Ross, of Iron frame, 
establishing, by four consecutive years of privation and hi- 
domitable energy, that high character which enabled him to 
carry an English squadron to the un visited tjliores of Victoria 
Land at the s»outhern pole; and lastly, the chivalrous men, 
who, again under Franklin, have laundiied, in obedience to 



their Queen and country, into the unknown regions between 
the Atlantic and i'aeUic Oceans, to execute thek luission or 
Mi in ibe attempC^ 

It was to save these devoted serantB, that the spring 
of 1851 saw full 500 British and American seamen within 
the frigid zone. That portion of them that had come by 
Baffin's Bay had been so far successful in their mission, that 
they had dispelled all the visions — gratuitous enough — of 
FiaQklin having perished by shipwreck or other disaster in 
his passage aoms the bay. 

We had seen his winter quarters ; we had seen his look* 
out posts, and the trail of his explorations. They all said* 
Onward! To be sure, we did not at once know by which 
route he had gone onward. Ttie uncertainty^ however, gave 
a spur to those about to be engaged in the searching parties^ 
and each man thought there were especial reasons for believ* 
hig one partienlar route to be the true one. The niajoriiy— 
indeed all those who gave the subject any consideration — ^be- 
lieved Franklin to have gone either by Cape Walker, or to 
the north-west by Wellington Channel. 

Hope, thank God, rode high in every breast, and already 
did the men begin to talk of what they would do with their 
new shipmates from the "Erebus*' and "Terror^ when they 
had them on board their respective ships : and I have no doubt 
they would have done as one gallant fellow replied, whca I 
asked him if he thought himself equal to dragging 200 Ibs^ 
yes^ air, and Bir John Franklin too, when we find him.** 

Increasing light, decreasing cold, plenty to do, and certain 
anticipations upon each man's part, that he would be the Ifoiw 
tunate one to find and save Franklin, made the month' of 
April come in on us before we had time to think of it, but 
not before we were ready. 
> Hie original, intention was for the sledges to have started 
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on the diffei'ent routco Jaid down by our commodore on the 
8th of April ; but a fall of temperature on the 6th altered 
tiiis plan, and a delay of one week was decided upon. I 
ttwrefi>re aviulod myaelf of tiie oooMHoa to Twit Gftptaiii 
Peuij'^wmfear qiuurlien ; piocoediog there on tlie dog^l^d^ft 
of M>. Petttne% vbo happened to be on board our Teteel at 

the time. 

* Nothing, I conceive, can be more exhilarating than dog- 
^Mg"^ in the Arotie regions on a fine da/, espeeiaUj 
when, as in my case, the whole affiiur has the oharm of nofdU 
tif. TW rattlmg paoe of the dogs, their inteUlgenoe in choos> 
ing the road through the bro^LeQ ice ; the etriot obedienee 
paid by the team to one powerful dog whom llicy elect aa 
leader ; the arbitrary exercise of authority by the said leader; 
the eoBstaot me of the whip, and a sort of running oonverei^ 
tkm kept up by the driver with the di&rent dog«» who well 
knew, their names, as in tnm Sampson 1 Osnlehe I Foxey ! 
Terror ! iSsc, &c., were duly anathematized, aflbrded constant 
amusement ; apart from Petersen's conver^tion, which was 
replete with interest, aud the information he gave me of the 
distanoes accomplished on the eoast of GrreenlaDd by the 
Danes with dog-sledges, made me ragrat muoh we had not 
provided ourselves with a team or two for aeeomplishing 
any necessarily rapid journey. 

When Mr. Petersen, at Uppernavik, had s<) noljly thrown 
np an appointment under the Danish crown to serve as inter- 
preter with Penny in the search for Franklin, he brought with 
him a sledge and a few dogs : these had twice litteied, and 
the numerous puppies were already grown into servieeable 
dogs, forming two efficient teams. The major part of the 
winter, scarcity of food, such as seal and bear, had told 
severely upon the poor creatures ; but an Esquimaux dog 
Ihrea on little whaa not worked ; and, with a little oatmeal 
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«id grease, tliey had «U outiired ^ flerere Mson; and 
aome bear's lleah haviiig been Itwkil j |m)eui«d, liiere was 
•▼ery proixMlty of good serrHse being rendered by them. 

Our rate of travelling was over five miles per hour, and 
though mfiking a considerable detour to avoid broken ice, I 
was shaking Penny by the hand four hours alter leaving the 
^Piooeer the diataDoe betwean the aquadrona being about 
iiriiiity miles in « alnugbl Hne. 

I was nuuh straok with the great adrantage of wintering 
in harbour, and near the shore, over a position, such as our 
squadron's, in the midst of the floe. There was a cheerfuhiess 
in the vioiiilty of the land, barr^n though it was, quite refresb- 
big to one who had always a mile to walk during the winter 
lo reaeh Qnl&th*B klaad, or remain satisfied with the mo- 
notony of the iee-field avoond the Pioneer.*' Besides being 
snug in harbour, Captain Penny, satisfied of the security of 
his vessels, int eiideJ to leave only one man in each of them, 
<-HiTery other soul being told oii^ igr sledge-parties, — whereas 
cor sqoadnHi would have aome sixty men and officers Icl^ 
behind to talLe ears of tiiem, esposed as they wm to be 
swept into Barrow's Btraiti or fiurther, by any sodden dtsmp^ 
tion of the ice. I, therefore, mentally gave my adhesion to 
the opinion expressed by authorities at home, to secure 
winter quarters in some bay or harbour, and not to winter 
in the peek, unless it is unavoidable. 

Tie oldest English offieer who had ever wintered within 
the Are^ circle on a voyage of disoovery, Sir John Bosi^ 
was not likiily to be forgotten by me; and I sincerely 
congratulated the veteran on his escape fiom sickness 
during the past winter ; and, though a wonderful in- 
stance of physical enduruice, I, with others, coold not 
bm M ngret that a N«ral efioer so advaaeed in yeais^ 
and who had asnred so long, should be neo ssrit ato d in 
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undergo privations, of which those who did not wltiMik 

them can form no conception. 

Tim© enal»led me to do little more than admire the per- 
severance displayed by Capt. Penny, his officers and men, in 
their preparations for travelling. Sledges^ cooking appara- 
tnses, tents, in short, every thing was ready, having beefL 
made bv themselves in the course of tbe winter ; and, on the 
13th A[>ril, six slcdp:es, drawn by seamen, with an officer to 
each, and provisioned for forty days, would start for Wel- 
lington Qmnnel, there to part into two divisions. — dpt. 
6tewart| of the Sophia" taking the one side of the 
Channel, whilst Oapt Penny, with two extra dog-sledges, 
would direct the search in general. Delighted wiUi all the 
arrangements, and equally so with the high spirit of chival- 
rous devotion apparent in every word and action of these our 
gallant coadjutors in the purest of enterprises, my heart was 
full as* I said ^Good-bye" to my hospitable friend Penny, 
on the Wfk of April ; and a rapid drive by Mr. Petersen 
ciiniud iiic to the "Pioneer" in less than three hours. After 
a short halt, Mr. P. returned to Assistance Harbour, doing 
full forty miles, within twelve hours, on his dog-sledge. 

I was astonished to find, on my return, tliat as yet the 
temperalare at onr winter quarters had not been registeM 
as being above zero ; whereas, in Assistance Harbour, Capt. 
I*eiiny's quarters, the thermometer had occasionally for the 
past week ranged above it, and on the day before I left 
ahowed 11° in the shade. This diiference of temperature 
was, doubtless, occasioned by the radiation of heat from tlie 
land, by whioh tiny were, unlike ourselves, soiroonded, 

Dnrii^ my aliseiioe, I was told tbat Mr. M*Doiigal, of tiie 
" Resolute," who had been despatched as early as the 4th 
April to inspect the depots formed in the autumn, had 
retained to the ships, and brought aooounts of a whole- 



Male deslniefcion the one on Somervifle Island, bj bears. 
Hunger and mischievousness seemed alike to have induced 
the brutes to break and tear to pieces what they could not 
possibly eat — such as tins of patent chooolate, some of whioh 
were fairly bitten through. This information tadaced us all 
to take extra precautions in seouring the provisions^ of whicb 
deputs during the march were to be formed. 

It is now time to describe the sledges and their equip- 
ment, upon the completeness of which the lives of our trav- 
eUers so entirely depended. 

The siedges^ oonslntoted of tough and well-seasoned wood, 
had been carefhlly oonstrooted in Woolwich Dockyard. 
They were shod with iron, and the cross-bars or battens 
which connected the two runners, and formed the floor upon 
which the load was placed, were lashed in their places by us 
Yth&pL required for use. At the four ooniers of the sledgsa 
light iron staacfaioni dropped into sockets, and formed the 
support ton the sides of a species d[ tray or boat, capable ^ 
serving to ferry the sledge crew across water in an emer- 
gency, as well as to keep the provisions and clothing in it 
dry. This boat was made in some cases of gutta-peroha> ia 
othera of oiled canvas 

Axiidit together with the sledge and drag-ropes, whiefa. were 
mads of horse-hair, to prervent their becoming hard sod 
brittle from frost, weighed 120 

Two fur blankets and spare blanket, two weighed . . 40 

Nine blanket-bags for sleeping in 42 

A tent of oblong form, made of a species of brown liolland, 
supported by four boarding-pikes, and a line which 
served as a ridge-rope, and was set up to any iieavy 

thing that came to hand 56 

Mackintosh tioor-cloth to spread over the snow oc gravel . 12 
A shovel to dig out snow £or banking-up with • . > 



«tpiU6 of cookiiig a pint apieoe of tm, 9Qfm% or pran 
nuotiiy witli a spirit lamp, talloir lamp^ and wgm 

kettle 17 

Sextant, 1 and gear 10 

A bag containing 5 tin pannikins and 5 spoons • . 5 
A knapsack for eaeh man^ containing 1 flannel shirt, 1 
Guernsey frock, 1 serge frock, 1 pair of drawers, flan- 
nel, i pair of boot hose, 1 pair of stockings, 2 pairs of 
blanket-i^cks, 1 towel, 1 comb, 1 lb. soap ... 48 
Sjmre boots, and thick Guernsey frocks ibi sir r ping in . 36 
«4 tin c<U0i contaiinner pepper, m]t, herbs diied, Incifer 
matches, grog-measui ( , calicfj and tiannel banda^'es?, 
plaster adhesive, lint, liniment, eye-wash, pills, simple 
ointment, glycerine, knoet, tinotoio of opiom* pins^ 

needles, and thread 16 

Store-bag, containing broom or brush for sweeping the 
tent down with» spare bootrsoles, wax, bristles, twine^ 
ahoe-tacks, crape awls," slow-mateb, nettle stufl', and 
■tripe of bide, ejBnders for doeamenfa, printed reeorAi 11 
Span anniinitiBPf dsasSng rod^ and wrendi • • • 14 
Kilee and itfiBg 18| 

Bead weighty Iba* 440 



Bash were the weights of the aledge equipment in the esse 
of one of those intended for a long journey. Nothinrr, it will 
be seen, was forgotten, and there was nothing supertin iis ; 
y^t, as the 440 lbs. had to be draped by six men, there was 
already 78 per man, which would, from its nature, be 
hardly any JlghtNMr at the end of the journey ; and aa aboqt 
dOO Iba* was jndged to be aa mneh aa a roan oonld drag^ 
tiiere only remained 172 lbs. per man available for provision. 
Mid package. 

The daily scale of provision, as ordered by Capt. Austiin, 
during the journeya, waa to be as foUowa:^ 



Pemmican . • • • • ... 1 lb. 

Boiled pork ••••••• 6 oz. 

Biscuit . • • • • • •12oz.>. 

lium, Concentrated • • • • • f gill. 

Tobacco . • • • • • .-loz. 

Biscuit dust . • • « . • •loK. 

Tea and sugar f OB. 

Chocolate and sug^r (alternate days) • • If oi. 
lim^jinee (for 10 daye) • . . ov. 

The fued allowed to oook this, for a party of sevea meoy 
amounted to one pint and ono giU of apirita of wiAe, or ooa 
pound eight oiiiioea of tallov. 

A little oalcnlatioQ soon showed that about forty daya* 

provision was as much as any one sledge could take with it, 
or for an outward journey of about twenty days; which, at 
an average distance of ten miles per diem, would only give 
an extent of coaat-line examined by any one aledge of two 
hundred miles. 

Before I endeayour to show how, by a system of d6p6tf 
and nlays, arealer distances were achieved, the complete 
load of a long-party sledge may as well be shown. 

Hi. 

Total dead weight • • • . 4iD 

Femmican and cases . • • • 390 

Bieenit and dost, fte. 270 

Folk and packages • . • • 120 
Tea, su^, choeolatsy tobaeeo^ &o., in a 

case 47 

Lime juice and mm .... 07 

Spirits of wine and tallow ... 78 

Sundries} tins, &c 45 

Number of men to dnigt 7 • 1406 

201 lbs. per man. 

7» 
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The officer's load consisted of a gun, powder and ball, 
telescope, compass, and note-book ; and as all the party, in 
anttoipation of cold weather^ had to be heavily clad, it may 
be supposed that the total weiglit to be dragged through 
snow and over rough ice was quite as much as the stoutest 
physical powers were capable of. Several days previous to 
departure we had travelled short journeys, iti perfect march- 
ing order, and sledges ladeiied, — an arrangement whicli was 
h%hly beneficial; and from the way the sledges went over 
the floe, they gave us high hopes of answering our ezpeota- 
tions in l3ie forthcoming maidi. 

From head«<|uartm the following arrangement of sledges 
was made public: — 

Ckpt. Erasmus Ommanney was to cross Barrow's Strait 
to Cape Walker, with the following sledges and officers under 
his orders: he there was to use his own judgment as to l3ie 
disposal of the force, it being required, in the event of two 
routes showing tliemselves, viz., one to llie 8. W., and the 
other W., that Lieut, Sherard Osborn was to be ordered to 
take up the latter. 
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To the highly important direction northward up the UD* 
kDawn dnniifi of Byam Martin island^ and whlch^ as Lieut. 
Aldribh very properly thought^ would intercept the oourse 
of Franklin, should he, from Wellingt on Channel, ha^e niled 

north about fur Behriug^s Stiaits, two sledges wcic luld off 
under that otiicer : — 



Long-party 
sledge 



Franklin 



Faithful and 
firm . 



'I 



Lieut. II. D. Al- 
drich, 7 men. 



Supporting ) „ a { ^ ^^'^ ) ^- Pearse 

b .} Hati»«'- • t fide. . I 



•ledge 



(mate), 7 men* 



Lastly to Melville Island, on which route a depot, forty 
miles in advance, had already been placed in the autumn, 
and renewed in the spring, the following party was appointed : 
Lieut. M'Clintock^ on his reaching the said island, acting aa 
ke aboold judge fit as to despatching Mr. Bradford along the 
northern shores, whilst he prosecuted the search to and be* 
yond Winter Harbour : — ♦ 



Long-party 
sledge 



Do. 



iiciioiute 



Supporting 
■ledge 



Be. 



Do. 



' I Ezoollsnt 
Thatm. 

Parry . 



j Ptneverei^ } Lieut M'GUntDek, 6 
( ik0tnd . f men 

{ St. George ^ 

and merry 

Eng-land > Dr. Bradford, (i men. 

Onward Lu 
the rescue > 
( Kcspice, 
* ( prospice 



Mr. W. May (mate), 

6 men. 



( Faithful & ) Mr. Shellabear (24 

* ( intrepid f master), 6 men. 

j Endeavour \ Mr. Cheyne (mate), 

* ( todeserye ) 7 



Mr. M'Uougal, I have before said, started during the first 
^treek of April with hia sledge^ the Beaufiwty"^ 
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That future pilgrims of the wave may be 
Secure from doubt, from every daugcr free. 

He had to replenUh the depot formed for XJeut. M'Clin- 
took, and tben to oonnaot tho aeardi round • deep bfty, wkich 
axmeeted Batburst and Corawallis Lands, for leperate iakod* 
tliey were proved by hltn no longer to be. 

Thus fifteen sledges, manned by one hundred and five men 
and officers, were equipped for the search, leaving on board 
tlie four Teasels of the squadron, seventy-five souls, whidi 
mmW W4i. aftarwiards furthMr leduoed by Mr* R. G. Allan 
iNsiag walk fa eoarch the islands to the vestvard with*^ 
aled^e " €MBnelP and aenn men« 

It now only remains for me to sho^y in what manner it 
was proposed to enable the supporting sledges to apply their 
lesouroes, so that the ioog-partles should reaeh for beyond 
Ike two himdred miles, or tventy days* journey^ of whioh 
liiey ivere akme eapaUe when dependent on tfaidr own pro. 
Tiakn. 

The plan proposed in the southern division will give the 
best idea. The supporiing sledge "Success" was capable 
of foeding all the division for five days, by whtoh time we 
hoped to be at Cape Wnlker, and then have mflbaent to re. 
tnm haek to the aqoadron, where it oould again replenid^ 
and, relnming to the same point at which we had separated 
from it, form such a d^pot that each of the sledircs in return 
would find five days' provisions to carry them houie. By 
this means «z out of the seven sledges in the southern search 
will be aeen to reabh a point fifty milee from tlieir original 
etarting-point in perfeet oondition so for as their piovialona 
are oonoemed. 

W© will, for the sake of clearness, cause these six sledges 
to divide into three divisions, of two each, viz*, a long-party 
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sledge and a support : in each case the support can feed the 
long party for teu days, and then, forming a depot of pro- 
vUk»8 equal to tea da/s more, have sufficient left to reeeh 
1)edc to Walker, and thence borne. The long pftrtf are no«r 
tttn eomplete, after reoeiTing two eopports, equal to fifteen 
days, or 150 miles ; and two depots stand in their rear, the 
one for ten days, the other for five days. The long party 
DOW starts, consuming its own provision (forming its own 
d6pdts for the retumiag march), advances for twenty days, 
and aeoomplishea 200 milea ; whioh, with th«k done whikt 
supported, makea in all a joamej ootwaid of tUrty-fife 
days, or 860 mllee from the ships. Of oonree, wfth an 
increased nuiiilior of supports, this distance and time may be 
carried on as long as the strength of the men will endure, or 
the travelling season admit of. 

On the Idtk <tf April, the day oalm and odd, flome W 
Mow ilreenng-point, a eoene of bnrtle and meraBMnt ihownd 
lihat the dedges were mnetering previove to being taken to 
the starting-point, under the north-west bluff of Griffith's 
Island, to which they marched with due military pomp in 
two columns, directed by our cbiefe. Our sense of decorum 
was eonatantljr overthrown by the gunbola of diven dogi, 
given to ni by ChptaAn Penny, with small iledgea etmahed 
to them, on whieb, their Ibod duly marked and weigM, with 
flags, mottoes, <ko., in fact, perfecl fac-si miles of our own, 
were racing about. entangliu<z theinselves, howling for assist- 
ance, or else niaaing between the men's legs and capsizing 
tbem on the anow, amidat ehonte of langbter, and diy wttti* 
cinna at the Undiarf, as they were termed. Renehing like 
hahing-plaoe, tente were pitched, luneheon aenred crait, and 
all of OS inspected, approved of, ordered to fall in, a speech 
made, which, as was afterwards remarked, buttered us all up 
adourably \ the thanks of our leader given to Mr» M'Cliatook, 
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to whose foresight, whilst in England, and whose valuable 
mformatioa oallated dating his travelling experience wadmt 
fiir JamM Bom^ we were so entirely indebted ibr tfae pev^bot 
•qoipmeiBt we now had with m. 

The inepectioii over, we trudged hack to our ships, Scm- 
day being spent by the men in cooking and eating, knowing 
as they did that there were a good many banian days ahead, 
packing up and putttiig away their kits, and making little 
anangfiiMBto in the vrmt of aeeideota to themaelTeB. Mob> 
daj waa no day fbr a start ; but on tbe evenfaig of the l&k 
April tile hreeie fllac^ceaed, and the temperature only some 
14° beluw iVeezing-point, we dunned our mar<-liini; alLiie, 
girded up our loins, and all hands proceeded to the sledges. 

As we shut in our wooden homes with a projectiug point 
of Griffith's Island, the weather anddanly changed, and a fl»t 
Inereaaiog btesM enveloped ua in snow-drift, Beacfafaig the 
sledges, and eluiking them clear firom the snow of the last 
two days, a hasty cup of tea and a mouthful of biscuit were 
partaken of, a prayer offered up, beseechinsr His mercy and 
guidance whose kind providence we all knew could alone 
support us in the hanrdous journey we were ahont to undec^ 
lak#} hearty Ihrewells, in wUoh rough jokes oorered many 
a Idndiy wish Sowatds one anodwr ; and tim, grasping thsir 
tracking lines, a hundred hoarse voices joined in loud cheers, 
and the divisions of sledges, diverging on their diiVerent 
routes, were soon lost to one another in snow and mist. 

An April night, with its gray twilight, was no match for 
the darhnew of a snow-stonn from the & W«, and we had 
almost to feel our road through the broken iee off the hluA 
of Griffith's Island. 

At two o'clock in the morning we reached much piled-up 
ioe; and in the hope of clearer weather in the evening, the 
wwd to halt and pitch the tents was given. The seYsn 
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sledges of the divisioD, picking out the smoothest spots, were 
flooD secured. The teoto fluttering in the breeze, a little tea 
cooked, aboH orders given, and then each man got into his 
blanket-bag, and dreamed of • fine.daj aod finding Sir Jctei 
S!rankliDL 

In the eyening the weather was ilill tbiek as peMoup, 

with :i double-reef topsail breeze blowing in uur teeth; but 
detention was impossible, so we again packed up after a 
meal of ehoocdate and biseiiit^ and facing towarda Capa 
Walk«r, we oafrnd tlie^ bummooki hj stomL IgsoraM 
WBa USiic Straigbt ahead, Ofcr and Unovgh «rei7 tbiag, 
was the only way ; and, fresh, hearty, and aftrong^ we asf- 
inuunted tier after tier, which more light and a clearer view 
miglit otily have frightened us from atlcriiptins^. Here, a 
Jo^d cheer told where a sledge had sealed the pile in it» patib^ 
or shot In safety down. the alope of acime huge bmniimk. 
Diere, tba ery, one! two! three I baull of a p*ity» and 
qntKHMil jokes upon name, fli^, or motto, bHokened tiutt 
** Success" or ' True Blue ' had floundered into a snow- 
wreath, above which the top of the sleuge-load was only to 
be seen, whilst seven red-faoed mortals, grinning, and up to 
their waists in «M>w, were peraeTeringly endesTOuring to 
eiatrioate it; officers encouraging, and abownig liha way; iSm 
wm labouring and laughing. A wilder or moce q[ririt4rtbniqg 
scene cannot be imagined. 

A hard night's- toil cleared ail obstacles, and nothing but 
afiur, smooth floe was before us, sweeping with a curve to the 
base of Cape Walker ; but a fresb .diffieiilty waa then met 
with, in the total absenee of boininiMk or beig-pleoei by 
which to preserve a course in the thick, foggy weather, thai 
lasted whilst the warm soudi wind blew. Imagine, kind 
reader, a grayish haze, with fast-falling snow, a constant wind 
in the face, and yourself trying to ateer & straight oouisa 
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where floe and sky were of one iiuifui iu colour. A hand dog- 
vane was found the best guide, for of course it was impos- 
sible to keep a compass constantly in band; and the officers 
Ibrming in a line ahead, so as just to keep a good sight 
of one another, were followed by the aledgee, the crews of 
which- soon learned that the easiest mode of travelh'ng, and 
most equal division of labuur, consisted in marching directly 
after one another; and as the leading sledge had the extra 
work of forming the road through the snow, and straining the 
men^a eyes in keeping adght of the offieera, the foremost 
•ledge was ehaoged eyery half hoar or hour, aoeording to 
tlieir will. 

It will be seen that we travelled by night, and hoped by 
such means to avoid the glare of the sun, and consequent 
snow-bliudneaa. it entailed, however, at this early aeaeon 
of the year, great aufiering in the shape of cold, the people 
Mug exposed to the weather during the seyerest part of the 
day. From the 16tfa to tiie 19th the weather was of the same 
nature,— -constant gales of wind in our faces, snow-storms, 
and heavy drift ; against which we struggled, helped by a 
ri^ng temperature, that we flattered ourselves would end in 
■nmmer, — a mistake tot which we afterwards su0ered bit- 
leriy, the men having, fVom the ease with which they kept 
themselves warm, become careless of their clothing, and heed> 
less of those precautions against frost-bite which a winter's 
experience had taught tliein. 

Easter Sunday came in gloomily, with a wind inclined to 
veer to the northward, and with every appearance of bad 
weather. Setting our sails on the sledges, and kites likewise 
when the wind served, the division hurried on ibr Ckpe 
Walker, which loomed now and then through the snow-drift 
ahead of us. The rapidity of the pace at which we now ad- 
vanced— thanks to the help atibrded by the sails — ^threw all 
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into a profuse perspiration, especially ilie seamen, w1k> really 
looked as if toiling uuder a tropical sun rather than in 
ail arctic night, with the temperature below freezing-point. 
Faligue obliged ua to halt short of the land, and postpone for 
tBOthor day'a marak the landing on the nvkitad aborae of 
Walker. 

During the sleeping hours, the increased attention to tlie 
fiir covering, and the carefully closed door, told us that the 
temperature was Mling ; and the poor cook, with a rueful 
ooontenaneei annoonoed that it was below zero, as he pi«> 
pared iIm moinuig meaL More tliaii usual diffionUy waa 
fimnd in pollhig on our atiffly-frosen boots, atoeldngs, aa4 
outer garments ; and when the weni ont of the tent 
they soon ibund their c!oihin*» becoming perfectly haul, from 
the action of the intense cold on what had been for several 
daya saturated with perspiration. To start and marefa briskly 
was now the only safslj, and in double-quiok time lenta wen 
down and sledges moving. A nor'-wesfeer was lasi taming 
up, and as the night of Easier Monday dosed aronnd us, 
the cold increased with ;i]ai [uiriL!; rapidity. One of those 
magnificent corigloiaerations of halos and parhelia common 
to these regions lit up the northern heavens, and, by tka 
bHUiaiMty of eolouring and atartling nnmber of £Use anm^ 
ieemed as if to be mocking the aoAringa of obr gallani ft^ 
lowe^ who^ with &oes sTerted and bended bodies, strsined 
every nerve to reach the land, in hopes of obtaining more 
shelter than the naked floe aflbrded from the nipping effects 
of the cutting gale» Every moment some fresh case of frost* 
bite would oeonr^ whieh the watehful ourn of the offieem 
would immediately deteet^ The man would lUl out from 
Us sledge, restore the eiieulatSon of the affected pwt, gen- 
erally the face, and tiicu hasten back to his post. Constant 
questions of How are your feet were heard on all aida% 
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with the general response, " Oh ! I hope they are ail right j 
but I've not lilt th«m tinoe I pulled my booto on.'* 

One iMlt made to remove and oliange all leadier 
Imrta, wfakb, in ooneeqiienee of our late warm ireatber, had 

been taken into twe, but were now no longer safe ; and then, 
with a rally, the piled-up floe around the cliffs of Cape 
W&Iker was reached. Cold and hungry as we were^ it must 
have been a heavy barrier indeed to have topped our men 
from takli^ tbdr aledges to the land ; and ]^ed as the floe 
was against the Cape, fiill flftj fbet high, we carried onr enrfl 
over it in safety, and just in time too, for the north-west 
wind rushed down upon us, as If to dispute our right to 
intrude on its dominion. Hastily seoartng the tents, we 
harried in to change onr boots, and to see whether our feet 
were liost-failtsii or not; ^r it was onlj by oeular proof that 
one oonld be satisfied cf thehr si^ety, sensation having appa. 
rently long eeased. I shall not easily forget my painAi! 
feelings, when one gallant fellow of my party, the captain of 
the sledge, exclaimed, " Both feet gone, sir !" and sure enough 
were, white as two lumps of ice, and equally cold ; for 
as we of the tsnrt psrtj ansioasly in txajx placed onr warm 
jHods on the ftoat-hitten ftet, the heat was extracted fn a 
narfelkrasly short time, and onr htXtinam hands had to be 
succeeded by fresh ones as quickly as possible. With re- 
turning circulation the poor lellow's agonies mnst have been 
intense; and some hours afterwards large blisters formed 
ever the froet^tten parts» as if the feet had been severely 
scalded. 8adly enmiped as we were fbr room, much worse 
wae it when a sick man was amongst our nnmber. 81eep 
was out of ihe question ; and to roll up in the smallest pO!»- 
sible compass, and try to think of sonieihing else than the 
cold, which {Merced to the very marrow in one's bones, was 
oBf only rascHifee» 



Nesl dftj, Tneiday, 39d April, wind N. W. blowing 
bard, nnd tem pw n tu m at 44^ below freeeiDg^nt, pnrlloi 
lift the « ie «mp men» under LientenaAte Browne and Meeham, 

to look around for ciiirns, &c., and report upon the trend of 
the land, whilst the rest of us secured a depot of Halkett's 
boat8, and built a cairn as a record of our visit. 

Aa is not my intention to give a detailed aeoonnt of (be 
iip an rtaona of the Soutbem Division, bnt menly to teil of 
tinea efrente wbieh will eonvey to the reader a general idea 
of the incidents connected with Arctic travelling, I sfaail with- 
out further comment give them, leavinaj to the curious in the 
minutiae of the journeys the amusement of reading in the Ad- 
miral^ Blue Booka the detatla of wiien we eat, drank, slept, 
or marahed. 

Gape Walker was fbond to form the eactern and moat 

lofty extreme of a land-trending to the sontb-weet on tta 

northern coast, and to the south on its eastern shore. The 
Cfipe itseii, lull 1000 feet in altitude, was formed of red sand- 
stone and conglomerate, very abrupt , to ibe eastward, but 
dipping with an nndnlattng ontltnn to the weatb 

In ita iamadiata ndghbonriiood no tneas of IVmUhi 
having viaitad it wore to be aaeo, and, aa n bread ehanwel 
xan to the southward (there was every reason to believe 
down to the American continent, and thence to Behring's 
Straits), by which JTrankiin might have attempted to pass, 
Captain Onunanney, very properly deiqiatehed Lientenaat 
Browne to exainine the ooait of Gape Walkeflr Land^ down 
the ebannel to the aonthward ; and then, the 6000008** eledge 
having previously departed with invalids, the five remaining 
sledges, on the evening of the 24th of April, marched to the 
westward. Previous to that date it had been impossible to 
move, on account of a etffOng gale hi owr teoa^ together with 
n aevere tampentuie. 
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Bvery mile that we advaQccd showed us that the coaat 
im one wluob oould onlj be apfroach^ib by ships at «sti»> 
QidiiMurgrMMiis; tJbe iee ippetwd ikm •ecmmyltiott of amny 
yeaiSy and bore, fi>r some &rty mitoe^ a qniefc, undiitarbed 
look. Iliea we passed into a region with sdll roore aged 
features : there the inequalities on the sudace, occasioned by 
the repeated snows of winter and thaws of summer, gave it 
the appearanoe of a (xmstant succession of hill and dak. £»• 
^■BgM amongit it^ our meo laboured witb QMuing eoeigj, 

etecik aoelivUiee and through pigmy TaTinea, in whidi tbe 
looee floow oaneed them to sink deeply, and eedly ineroaeed 
their toil. To avoid this description of ice, am on get which a 
lengthened journey liecanie peifectly hopeless, we struck in 
Ibr the land, preferring the heavy «aow that enoambered tha 
boaah to snob a. heart-breaking struggle aa that on the floe. 
The Injury had^ however^ been done during onr laa( day'a 
labour among the hnmnioeks ; a fine clear evening had given 
us the full effects of a powerful sunlight upon the pure virgin- 
snow : the painful effect, those alone can conceive who have 
witnessed it. All was white, brilliant, and daaziing ; the eye 
la Tain turned from earth ta heaven for reat or ahade,-'*-there 
«• none ; an undouded annligbt poured throuc^ the ealm 
and frosty air with me rdlea e power, and the iod, being ea* 
aciiy in our faciis, increased tiie intensity of its effects. 

That day several complained of a dull aching sensation in 
the eyeball^ as if it had been overstrained) and on the morrow 
blindneaa wna n^dly eoming on. From experienee, I ean 
a^eak of the mental anxiety whleh muet have likewiee, with 
others, supervened, at the thought of one's entire helpleaeness, 
uiid ihe encumbrance one had become to others, who. God 
kinjws, had troubles and labour enough of their own. Grad- 
ually the- mm spread itself, objects became dimmer ajid 
dimmer, and at laat all was darkness, with an intense horror 
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of the slightest ray of sunlight. In this condition, many of 
the four sledge-parties reached a place called by us all, in 
commemoration of the event, Snow-blind Foint," at tbe 
«itnHM6 of ft bftjr in 100° W. long. 

Uniible to advaoee in oomieqiMQDe of a SBmo gilo, wIM 
rafod liMnd-tliirty hours, we Ibnnd, on tlui Itt of May, 
that sixteen men and one officer were, more or less, snow- 
blind and otih i wi-o imwell; a large proportion out of the 
entire number of thirty souls. To be ill in any place is 
trying enough ; bttt euoh »n hospital as a brown-holiand teoti, 
vilk tko thmioineter hi it at 18^ below wio, tlie enow for 
a bedy yoar Tery hfeath fonnmg into a email mow eefied 
"barber," which penetrated into your very innermost gar- 
ments, and no water to be procured to assuage the thirst of 
fever until snow had been melted for the pui-pose, called for 
much patieaee on the part of the patieatsyand true Samaritan 
fcalinge on tbe part of the <'dootofa»*'.-^ dntj wUoh had now 
devolved on each offioer of a eledge-party, or, in defintlt of 
him, upon some kind voltmteer amongst the men. Happily, 
the effects of snow-blindness are not lasting, for we recovered 
as suddenly as we had been struck down. The gale blew 
itarif oot| leaving all calm and still, as if the death-like aoe- 
aary wae ineapeble of eneh wild raveliy ae it bad baen en- 
joying; and again we pkklded onwardsi parting from ti» 
lent eupporting sledge on tbe 6^ of May. 

Since leaving Cape W alkei- on the 21th of April, we had 
gradually passed, in a distance of sixty miles, from a red 
aaadatona to a limeetone r^pon ; tbe scenery at evei*y mile 
beooming more and more monotonons, and leee marked hf 
bold outline^ difi^ or monntain : as ftr as tbe baif, of wbidi 
Snow-blind P<^t Ibrmed one extreme, a long range of bllla, 
soft and rounded in contour^ fiiced the sea, and sloped to it 
with a gradual inclinati(w, some three miles in length ; ravines 
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became more and more scarce ; and after passing the bay, in 
\W looig* W.y none of any Wim were to be seen. Drearily 
noiMitoiHNis M «U Ajrelk) soaMry muBt nalorally \^ wiiea 
oie nnivmal rointle of mow makM esrth and water aKke, 
aueb a tame region as this wae, if poesible, more eo ; and 
walking along the weary terraces, which in endless succession 
swept far into tlie iiiti rioi, and then only rose in diminutive 
heights of maybe 500 feet, I recalled to memory the like 
melaaoboly aspect of tbe AmIic ahom of Am aa deaearibed 
by Baron Wnngell. 

The broken and rugged natnra of tlw itoea obliged m to 
keep creeping along the coaet-Hne, whilst our ignorance of 
the land ahead, its trend or direction, occasioned, together 
with the endless thick weather that we had untii the 14th 
Majy many a weary mile to be trodden over, wbiob a knowl- 
•dga of the bays or indantationa would have saved us* lb 
via under aueb unprofitable labour lluit tbe steriing valiie of 
our men the more consptcuoesly ebowed itsel£ Captain 
Ominanney, myself, and Mr. Webb of the " Pioneer," (who 
sooner than be leilt behind had voluntarily takeji his plaoeas 
ene of the aledge-crew,) were the only three officers \ wa 
waio ooaMfoently tbrown roueb into tbe aooietj of tbe men^ 
nd I feel aasnred I am not siognlar In saying tbat that intes^ 
eourae serred ranob to ralee our opinion of the ^laraoter and 
indofuitable spirit of our seamen and mai iues. On them fell 
the hard labour, to us fell the honours of tbe enterprise, and 
to onr chief tbe reward ; yet none equalled the men iu ebeeiw 
fldnev and aangnme bopeftihiess of a snoeesslul ifisoe to onr . 
enterprise^ witbont wlndi, of eonrse, energy would soon have 
flagged. (Gallant feilows ! they met our eommiaeraUon with 
a smile, and a vow that they could do far mors. Tbey spuko 
of cold as "Jack Frost," a real tanirible foe, with whom they 
eookl combat and would master. Hunger was met with e 



laugh, and a chuckle at some future feast or jolly i ecolieijtions 
told, in roii|^ tenn«| of by-gone good cbeor ; and oflen, stan^ 

oil soiM nelghlNmfiiig pite of iM» Md mwi^ 
Ibr time we sought, faavo I beaid % loogh voSoe caoounging 
tlie flledge-6fefw Mying, *^Keep step, boys I koep sl^I 
she (the sledge) is comincr along iilmust by herself: there's 
the ' Erebus's' masts showing over the point ahead I Jle^p 
■lep, boyt ! kacp stap 1" 

W« M oar monifati of {liiMm too, — ^plealj of tbfiiD» 
fn ipHe of the oold, in flpite of fatigue* Tbere iras m boooit 
eoDgmtvtatkm after % good dey's work ; there wae the time 
after the pemmican had been eaten, and each one, drawing 
up his blanket-bag around hira, sat, pannikin in hand, and 
leoeived from the cook the bal£^iii of grog^ and after 
drinking % tkete wm sometimes an boor's ooDTeisatiojUi ia 
^ich thera w« more hearty meRimeot^ I trow, than la 
many a pilaee^'^ry wittkaisms, or oaustie renMuka, which 
made one's sides ache with laughter. An old inai iae, may- 
hap, telling a giddy iaiiiby of a seanian to take his advice 
and never to be more than a simple private ; iox^ as be phii^ 
OBophksailj ai|;oed, ^ whilst you're that, do you see^ yott 
have to think of nothhig : theve are petty offioerS) offieen^ 
eafitains, and admirab paid ibr looking after yxm and taking 
cai e of you!" or perhaps some scamp, with muck solemnity, 
wondering whether his mother was tliinking of him, and 
whether she would cry if be never returned to England; 
on wbksh a eU«foot marine lenajrfcs, that "thank God, ha 
has got no fHende; and there would only ha two people in 
England to cry about hlm,-^tbe one, the oaptem of his 
company, who liked him becau5c he was the tallest niau in 
it, and the canteen sergeant, whom he had Ibrgut to pay for 
some beer." Now a joke about our flags and luuttoes, which 
one vowed to be aMra jaek aiaing; thaa a laamed dkiqaiai- 
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Hon on niftng the d«vil, wkkh one of the pnr^ dMiitnd 
iMid wmt done, mM SoRdftj afttiRKioB, Ibr pur|[»M of 

borrowing some cash to play skittles with. In fact, care 
and thoiight were thiown to the witids ; and, tired as we 
were, sieep often overtook us, still laughing at (he men's 
wiltieisms. And iImr imeh dmiM, — llMjr aoHBMd m if am 
angel had smt lh«m to rawaid oa tha haid laaliliea of 
tlie da J : we reipelled in a amel el jdvin ; home waa around 
H9, — friends, kind, good friends, plenty smiled on every side j 
we eat, drank, and were merry ; we visited oM sci iies with 
by-gone shipmates; evea those who had long gone to that 
bourne whence travellar returaeth not, «ama bade to ehaer 
our ateephig how* ; and many a <Nia» nig^ ibi^gol amongil 
the np^MIl struggles of life, retareed to gladden na wilh thair 
smiles: and as we awoke to the morning meal, nnany a 
regret would be heard that so pleasant a delusion as the night 
had been &|»eot in should be dispelled : each succeeding nighty 
Iwwever, brought again *^the otwrub that wateheth over 
poor Jaek,** to throw aiiiuiy tlKnaghti aioond the mind^ and 
thus retieve our wayworn bodiea. 

On the 14th of May, the " Reliance" and **True Blue** 
sledges reached a wide break in the continuation of the laud, 
looking like a channel, and soma heights to the 8. W. ap- 
fMarad to mark the opposite sbon of a ehami^ &U twenty, 
ftre milea wide. Oqptaln Ommaimay and myaalf aacended 
an elefatad ma«i of tableJaad, and lookad upon the wida* 
^read wintry scene. Landward, to the south, and far over 
the rugged and frozen sea, all was deatlvlike and silent as the 
grave : we felt we might have been the first since creation's 
mom" to have looked upon it; the very hills were still 
dothed in their winter'a lively, and the eye OMild not dateot 
the line of dematkation b^vaea land and aaa. The frocen 
foot-prints of » mmk-ox eaoited oor anrionty, as beii^ tha 
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first and only ones we had seen, aud, together with like 
tMOM of retadaer, a short distance frooaCaj^ Walker, was tha 
Malotdof the i-eatoalioii.of all our oaoa goay mtwipatinna 
of b«ef ind Taniaoii to be foond during fS» aoiatfaMn jouni«j« 

Ptarmigan, in snuill nnmbera, irero oeeanonally eeon, 
and about four brace shot ; and now and then a stia) fox 
was espied, watching us, although their nunieious tracks 
ibowed Uwm to be proUj plentiful : traces of haree wera 
my iwiDCiOM^ Imt non* wore latten ia with by oar qfNirte* 
OMiii eseept at Cape Walker^ wbsie mtay were aeeii by 
kfeer Tiaitora, and flBT^ral ibol; indeed, it appeared aa If It 
was the limit, in this direction, of aniiu il life: the Polar 
bears, and ergo the seals, not showing Lhemaelvea west of 
tin same headland in our route. 

On the nth May the ''Bellanee'* and ""Tree Blue'* 
parted oompany, eabh haTing proviaiona left ^ble them 
to advance for a further period of fiFO days ; Captiiin Ora- 
maiHiey generously allowing me, his junior, to take the search 
up in a westerly direction, whilst he went down the channel 
to the aoothward, which aflar all ended in a Uiiid bay. I 
went eome fifty milea &rther, and, finding the OQUit trend ta 
tihe aovth, eodeayoured to mareh In a weateily direotion 

• ^^^^ 

serosa the floe. The sledge waa light, with only ten days' 
provision, and the men were well inured to their work ; but 
I saw, that from the severe strains that were, brought on the 
fliateaioga of the riedge, that wood, iron, and .lai^nge wouikl 
not long atand it; and ae erery ix)t we advanoed; progreai 
beeane more kborione^ and rkk greater, I deaieted in the 
attempt; for, situated as we were, nigh three hundred miles 
from our ship, the breaking down of the sledge would have 
entailed fearful misery, if not do^tiuctioii, to my party. 
Turning aootfaward, we again closed the land, whan anoth«r 
aereie stonn, on the tlet of May, obligad na to take 
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Tb» jotimey homewmrd ww light work : the sledges were 
now hiili" emptied ; the weather had become mild, being only 
a little below freezing-point ; we knew the ground, and could 
make libatt cuts, and bj foveed marchat aaeoBadad ia 
makiiig two days' jonmajr in ona^ tliaraby giving ooiaaiTea a 
ddnble quantity of ft»od to oooaiinia. Loat toh waa quiflkij 
reaorarad; and Aa two aladges, again mjointng, raaehad 
by the night of the 4th of June a depot formed at Snow4iUnd 
Bay. 

Here we mat l/tantonant Meohani, He informed us tbat 
naithar bjr our partlas, or tlioae of PaonyX liad intaliigMiaa 
of Franklin baan broogbt baoic by tha supportmg dedgea. 
Tbara waa, however, hope yet : the long parties had not yet 

come in; and Captain Penny had been stopped by ivatcr — 
op«» water — early in May. lie hfid again gone out with a 
boi^; and aU attention waa directed to Wellington Chaunal, 
avaiy ona felt that on no other route was there a chaaoa 
of Franklin being heard o£ Laatly, gre«t fears warn- enter- 
tained lest oar long parties slionld not beat those of the 
** L:idy Franklin ' and '-Sophia** in time and distance; a 
piece of esprit-de-corps highly cominendable, no doubt, but 
which, I blush to say, I took no interest i% having gone to 
tha Aretie le^ona for other motives and purposes than to 
nm raoaa for a Newmarket cup^ or to be backed against tha 
ftrid Hka a-WbHeohapel garae-ooek. 

Whilst Captain OuiiiKUini'y went to Cape Walker for 
some observations, we pulled foot (with forced marches) 
straight across the floe £or Griffith's Jsland. Every hour 
wasted in the return journey waa a crime, we fdt, towards 
Iboae whom we had eome hare to save. Tha Aat mcreasmg 
heat tM that the open aenson was at band : and «tc4i if we 



tonU aotfit our aUp to the water, v« Ind fam^^ tNH 
munliwr of Wutifid boftfea, built eipnady, at a graaft ai^ 
pense ; our foot jonmaya in tbe spring had baas b»v and 

successful, what might we not yet expect from boat expedi- 
tions when the floes were in mutimi? 

Ua leaching that part oi' the irozea strait which was evi* 
dastlj mrmd witb oolj one a a a ao n 'a ioa, namely, tbat of 
itboait Aian feet in thiakneaa, asymptoiaa of a a paady dian^ 
tion ware Tory apparent; long nanrow oraoka aatandad «a»> 
tixiuously for mi]^; the snow from the surface bad all melted, 
and, running through, served to render the ice-fields poroua 
and spongy : the joyful signs hurried us 0Q» though not wi^ 
ont anflMag from the lack of pure snow, with which to piOi 
ona wntar for drinking. At laat Griffitb'a laland roaa nbova 
> IIm faorinon ; a fiTO-and-twenty-mile nuirab braogbt ua to 
and another heavy drag through the melting snow carried us 
to our ships, on the 12th June, after a journey of five hun- 
dred miles in direct lines, in fit^y-eight days. We were 
p— iaiied for cmr laat forced march by having fcr^ out of dn 
aMfMaur laid up with anothar aavaro attade of now- 
bKadnan. 

Eight-and-forty hours afterwards, Captain Ommanney 
arrived; he had crossed some of the cracks in the floe 
with difficultyi aided by a bridge of boarding-pikes ; and 
Lionk Mooham, witk the aladga ""RnasaU," ooming iWm 
Chpo Walker, on the ITth of June, vaa obligad to deaarl 
Ida aledge, and wade through water and aladge to GrfffiMi 
Island, and thence to the ships : showing how remarkably 
the breaking up of the ice in Barrow's Strait promised to 
ooincide in date with the time it was first seen to be ia 
motion, by 8hr £. Farr/a aqnadron, in 1890. 

All the pardea ware now in, aseapt Area alo%ea and 
twenty^oika man, towarda M^villo UmmI; IIm nopportli In 
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Oflfc dimto bad mSSmX in about tba mom ratio m om^ 
ailv€s to thB KMithward; tba pcograai^ hawovMi as nilgbt b# 

expected wfcete the eoast-lioe was known, was more rapid. 
The total rfuiiiljer of accidents from frost-bites amounted to 
eighteen, and amongst them were several cases in which 
portions of injured feet had to be ainputated ; only one maa 
bad fidleDy Joba Mft k wrt ir^ a f^^fw iwni of tba Raeofaita bi^ 
poor ftUov, appears to bare been delidlte fjrom tbe outaaty 
having fainted on his road to tbe {^aoe of iitspec^iott and 
departure, in April, 1851. 

After an absence of sixty-two days, Lieut. Aid rich, with 
tba ^'Lady Fimklu" sledge, anived ton Byam Martin 
4>fnf»i , Ma WL aanrclfcid tba west ooast of Pnthimt 
Uflod) wbksb tended a Ittd* westerly of nortb imtU te 
latitude 76<^ 15' N. At tbat point, the ehannel was still 
full twenty miles wide between Bathurst aud Melville 
Islands, and extended northward as far as could bo been. 
Tbe only things of note observed, were reindeer, in the 
montb of J^^rii^ on Batbamt IsUnd^ and, witb tba tempeiw 
aAura at 60^ below fireeih^poitt^ tii^ wwa gmiiiig on mosa 
or lichen ; this point plaoed beyond doubt tbe &ct, wbiob m 
now incontestable, that the animals of the Parry group do 
not migrate to the American ooinUnent in the winter. On 
biii way back, Liaak A. laU in witb large docks of wild Ibwl 
winging their wvy narikmurd. 

Jba floea around our ships were aatiiely aovered witb tbe 
wiatar of tbe melted snow, in aome plaoes lull fiw ^t in 
depth, eating its way rapidly through in all direeCions, wbs« 
Lieut. M'Clintock's sledge, the " Perseverance," and the 
" Resolute" sledge, Dr. Bradford's, hove in sight, having 
been out exactly e^bty days. Lieut. M'CIintock bad been 
to Winter Harbouri ud visited aU tbe |K>inta known to 
Pany'a afnidioiiy soeb as Bushman Oov^ Cb^ Dunda% 



tei; botof co«M no traces of Franklin. He had, hoTOter, 
brobgfal a portion of Parry's last wbeel, used In hi« Jooraey, 
and siilwtaiitial proolb of tlie eztraofdinarjr abundaaoe of ani- 
mal life in that remote region, in the hides and heads of 

musk-oxen, the meat of which had helped to bring back his 
crew in wonderful condition. Eiji^hty head of oxen and rein- 
deer bad been counted by Mr. M'Clintock, and he eoold have 
•bot at nuuiy as be pleased. Dr. Bradft»ird^ joitniej was not 
•o c heer ing a one. He had been early knocked up lirom a 
fall, — serious symptoms threatened, and for nearly a monlll 
the gallant officer was dragged upon his sledge; carrying out 
' — thanks to his own pluck, and the zeal of his men — the 
object of his journey, — ^tbe search of the eastern side of 
Mdviile islaiid. We were now all in: Lieut. M'Clintoek 
bad ftlriy won ibe palm,— pslmam qui meruit fbmt;** fn 
eighty daya be bed trairelled eight hundred mQes, and 
heartily did we congratulate bhn on his success. 

The day following, July 7th, I and one of the ofticers of 
tbe " Pioneer" started to visit Penny's expedition : he was 
azpisctod baok^ and we longed to bear tiie news; Ci^tlahi 
Peimj baviog last been reported to have reached tbe water 
with a aound boat, a good crew, and a month's pftyrMons. 
Landing at Cape i\Iaityr, wet up to our necks with splashing 
through the pools of water, nowhere l«^ss than knee-deep, and 
oflen a mile in extent, we did not willingly leave the dry 
land again. On aseendbig a dope which gave us a Tfew of 
llie eottfih' shore of Coniwallfs Iriand as Ihr as Qape Hbtham, 
and near a |>ohit known as that whence the dog-sledgee in the 
winter used to strike off when communicating with the ships, 
our astonishment was great at finding the ice of Barrow's 
Strait to have broken up ; — the gray light of the morning, 
and the perfect calm, prevented ns seeing to what extent^ butt 
tiiera was plenty of it, and a sea again i^denod oor 



•igH Ob ! it vaa » joyous, exbUaratiiif dght^ after nine 
moiitlw of eternal ice and snow. 

The ground flew mider our feet as, elevated in spirits, we 
walked rapidly into Assistance Bay, and grasped by the hand 
our old friends of the " Lady Franklin." We had each our 
tale to raeoont^ our news to exchange, our hopes and diaap- 
jMlotments to prose over. One thing was undoubtedly 
oertaitt, — that,' cm Mny ISih^ CSaptaln Penny had disoorered 
a gre^t extent of water northward of Cornwallis Island : that 
this same water prevented Captain Stewart, of the Sophia,** 
from passing some precipitous cliffs, against which a heavy 
sea was beating : that this same sea was dear of all but M- 
fPOiM iee» and no floes were to be seen. Moreover, owl^g 
lo a jenliMjif breeae, which blew away to seaward the foe 
over which Dr. Goodmr had advaneed to the westward, bis 
retreat was nearly enJ iugered by th(' v/ator oiiliging him 
with his sledge to take to the neighboui itig heights : and all 
tbis^ a month before any thing like a dkruption had taken 
pbM m BBorrow^t StraiL This latter eyeDt^ it seeai% took 
place about the 25th of June, 1861 ; and, on the 28th June, 
the eommaader of the Sophia^ had gone in a whale-boat 
fioiii the entrance of the harbour to Wellington Channel. 

Three days after our arrival at Assistance Harbour, not a 
particle of ice was to be seen, east or west, in Barrow's 
Strait, looking from the highland on the east side of the 
andionige, exoept between Griffith's ^Island and Gbpe Martyr, 
where, some ten miles from the water, and in the centre of a 
fixed floe, our rnilneky squadron was jammed. Every whm 
else a clear sea spread itself, sparkling and breaking under a 
fresh southerly breeze. Some indis iduals, who had visited 
Gape Hotbam, reported the water in Wellington Channel to 
have made up aa high as Barlow Inlet, beyond whiobi up to 
Ike north water, a floe still interveiied. 
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lu de&ult of Penny's arrival, 1 was much interested in a 
journey, upon which Mr. John Stuart, surgeon of Uie " Lady 
f xanklin," had been despatched to follow the traces of some 
of Fiankliii^B sledges, towar<is Gaswcli's Tower, and to re-e^ 
amine the traces found m 1350. The sledge-tracta, which I 
have elsewhere alluded to, as existing on the ea^t side of 
" Erebus and Terror Bay," Mi". Stuart found, as we conjec- 
tured, to have been those of some exploring party, sent from 
Beechey Island to Gftsweirs Tower, m Eadstock Bay ; for 

tlie base of the said tower-— a remarkable detacbed mass 
of limestoiie — two carefully-coni^cted dums were found, 
but no record in tlicni , Ix j und this, no farther signs ot' the 
missing navigators were found — nothing whatever that could 
indicate a retreating party. That these cairus were placed 
to attract attention, appears certain \ the most cqb8|^cuoiis 
points Jiave been cfaoaen for them \ they are well and care* 
fiilly built, evidently not tbe mere work of an idle hour. 

Failing Penny^ and his intelligence, I contented myself 
with visiting the neiglibourhood of Assistance Ilarhour, and 
with observing the various phenomena connected with the 
dissolution of the winter ice and snow upon the Jajad^ and, 
of thes^ none was more interesting tban the breaking out of 
the ravines^ wbicb, having filled with snow during the winter, 
had formed, during the previous fortnight, into lai^e lakes of 
water, soiuetimes of acres in extent ; and then, in one mo- 
ment, the barriers which had pent up the raviues gave way, 
and^ with inesistible force, tbe waters rushed over every ol> 
itsds to tbe Bftfk Three laige ntvines broke open wMbt 1 
was in Assistenee Harbour, and tbe thundering soimd of tbe 
ice, water, and shingle, which swi^t down, and soon cut a 
broad channel for niauy yards through the floe in the l)ay, 
was a cheering tune to the gallant fellows who were looking 
forward to being releaaed icom their winter imprisoDm«;ik 
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Widtfn twenty-finir \mn ibe body ai wmsr in Hmrwi rttHnM 

would release itself and an almost dry water-course be leil. 
Nothing in the shape of a river seemed to exist in this island 
—rather a remarkable fac(» considering its size, and the i]3ai» 
mense quantify of mm anniialiy tfaawad In lis intoridr 

A bmitiiiil Idco existed «boot two miles iiilud ; mid, 
lurving been discovered by cue of C3B|4Rin Peony's people oto 
the aiuiivijrsiiry of the battle of TrdfWgar, was very appro- 
priately called Trafalgar Lake ; in it a small species of trout 
had been caught oooAsioQAUy throughout the winter; and if 
tho ioe broke up eeHy, a |^Dod hsnl of teb was tatteipetad 
itoa the Miiie«ela : oa etevatod land trodnd de lake, 8D» 
rri and eeurvy-grass grew in abumtanee. f need bardly eaj^ 
we eat of it virMcinu^ly, fur the appetite delighted iu any 
^thing like vegetable ibud. 

Occasionaily eider and pin-tailed deck were shot, as weU 
aa a few bvea^iieeee, bat theae birds iqipeared MnerkaUy 
sky and wary, allhougb evidently here to biMk ' 

Dmriitg the firs* week of my slay AsMailce'HsHxiiir, 
immense flights of wild fowl were to be seen amongst "the 
loose ice in Barrow's Strait; but when the pack had dis- 
peraedy and lefl notkiag but an open sea, the birds appeared 
Id kave fone eleewbere Ibr food. Indeed, I always obseired 
that at tbe edge of iee more birds were inVarfaMy to ba 
Ibmid in tbe Aretie regions, than' in large or open wate^, — 
a rule equally appliaible to the whale, seal, and bear, all 
of which are to be iound at the floe-edge, or m loosely- 
paeked ice. 

A gsle of wind from the sootbward ooeorred, and I was 
SKtrettiely aiwions to see wheiher tt wonld bring ove^ ibk 
• fiom tke opfMMlte shore, as tbe eroakei^s w' Assistaaoe Har« 

hour, unable to deny the existence of water aloog tiM nortH 

8* 
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sbore of Barrow's Strait, consoled the in selves by declaring 
IM tfae floe htd inmly formed itaelf kito psiok, and was now 
lying along t1i» «omC of Nordi Bomemi, iwdy at m boor^s 
mnniBg to aprattd Haelf over tha waters The sovtbaHy 

gale, however, piped cheerily. A heavy swal! and ••f^ 
Oh ! most pleasant sound ! — beat upon the fixed ice of Assist- 
ance Harbour; yet no pack came, nor Hoe-pieces either, and 
ikn'wm placed beyond all doubt the fact that, at any rate, 
m hr west ■« Gfiflth^ lalcnd, Barrow'a Strait waa clear of 
lea. . In a» angle formed between Leopold blaiid «nd Nortb 
Somerset, there was erldently a pack ; for an fo»>Mfok, whfoh 
moved daily nh. ut in that direction, showed that the mass 
was acted upon by the winds ; and at last the southerly wind 
drove it op Into Wellington Channel. To be condemned to 
inaetiflty, with eneh a body of water cloae at band, was pafii- 
fol to all bnt tboae whose age and pmdenoe seemed to jnslify 
in congratulating themselves on being yet firosen hi ; and try- 
insT as had been many disappointments we experienced in the 
Arctic regions, there was none that pained us more than the 
ill luok which had eonslgped onr squadron, and its 180 men, 
to inactiri^, in an % prison under Griffith's bland, wbUst 
so modi might bare, been done during tbe thirty days that 
the waters of Barrow's Strait, and God only knows bow 
much more beside, were clear from ice in every shape, and 
seeming to beckon us on to the north-westward. 

It waa now we. Mt the full evil result of oar winter 
qoarters* Boats eould not be despatehed, I suppose, becsnse 
tiie ships might at any time In July have bMi swept by 
the loe wWther It pleased, and the jnnetlon of boats and sbipa 
rendered uncertain. Future expeditions will, however, hit 
this nail on the head, and three distinct periods for Arctic 
exploration will be found to exist, v'vk, The spring, from 
April to Jnne INkh, for foot jontneya; ftom Jnne 9Mi to 
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tiid first week in August, for boat expeditious^ and thea sbc 
weeks (for stesm Tessels) of navigable eeaeon. 

Unable to remain with satisfiietion awaj firom our aipNMl- 
ron, to be dailj tanlallxed with looking at a sea wMflh 

mighl iis well nol luive existed lor us, we returtiL'd to the 
" Pioneer," calling the attention of the officers of Penny's 
squadron to the possibility of a vessel from England^ sent to 
oommtmicate with the squadrons, actually running past im 
all, and reaching Melville Island, mayhais without deteoting 
our winter quarters \ an opinion in which all teemed to eoii- 
cur ; and a large cairn was therefore afterwards erected upon 
the low land, in such a position as to attract the attention of 
a craft bound westward. 

On our return to the Naval equadron, we found them still 
seven miles from the water to the southward iVom Griffitli's 
Island. Towards the westward, on the 25th of July, all was 
water, and a water sky. About Somerville Island, and Brown 
Island, a patch of fixed ice, similar to that we were in, con- 
nected itself with the Cornwallis Island shore ; but between 
that and us the water was fast making ; indeed, it every day 
became i^parent that we should be released firom the mar A' 
wardf and not from the southward. One officer saw Lowther 
Island in a sea of water ; and thus early, if not earlier, I had 
the firmest conviction on my mind that a ship laighL have 
been carriod in a lead of water, very similar to that Parry 
found in 1829, into Winter Harbour, Melville Island; or, 
what, in view of our object, would have be^ more desirable, 
up to the nortih-west, by Byam Martin CShannel. 

Griffith's Island had, by July 25tli, put on its gayest snm- 
mer aspect — the ravines had emptied themselves — the snow 
had disappeared from the slopes — a uniform dull brown 
spread from one end of the island to the other — on its shel- 
tered terraces, poppies, saxifrage^ and sorrel in ftiU flower, 
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lotmaingled witk llelieiis and moeMs of every hua and dt* 

Bcription; and we, poor inortiils, coiigi atulaled oursi-hos upon 
verduro, wliich w as uiily charming Ly couipai iaon. The great 
Ibody of melted saow that Imd been oa Uip ot the ik>e, hiMi 
now nearly all escaped tbrough it in nuineroiis fissure* and 
bckks, and they were rapidly connecting tbemselvaa one with 
Uie otlMr. Ganale* whidi bad been ibrmed in tbe floe, for the 
purpose uf enabling the squadron to get out, should the water 
make exactly in the same way it did last year, now spicud 
snake4ike over the floe, and the waters of Barrow^s Strait 
bad approached to within a distance of four miles. Thaa 
eloaed the month of July, with the additional disappointing 
intelligence^ that Penny, who returned to Aanatance Harbour 
on the 25th, had not been nble, owing to the constant prevft. 
lence of contrary winds setting in from the N. W,, and his 
want of provisions, to make niuuh progress in Wellington 
Channel, indeed, he had, from all accounts, found his boat 
but iU-adapted to contend with the strong breeves, heavy 
•ea, and rapid tides into which he had launched between die 
ialands north of Comwallis Island, and never succeeded in 
obtaining a desirable offing ; the islands, however, were tho- 
roughly bcarrlied for traces; a small piece of fresh English 
elm was found on one of them, which Penny believed to have 
been thrown overboard from the "Erebus" and "Terror;" 
alao ft bit of charred pine, wliich Sir John Richardson believes 
to have been burnt by a party belonging to the sarae ships. 
But the most important result of Penny's efforts was the 
vei iil- alion of the existence of a great body of open water, 
north-west, and beyond the barrier of ice which stiil existed 
in Wellington Channel. 

1 will not bore the reader with some days of hard labour, 
in wliich we out to the southward into the ice^ whilst the 
water waa trying hard to get to us £rom the north ; it even* 



imSif oa^gfat U9, aad (Saturday, AvgotA 8(by) w« w^m all 
afloal in opHi water* with a barrier of ice sHU mmthward 
tomtdB' Baimno*9 Strait The ^'Intrepid" had been aant 

early io the week to look round the north end of GriiBth's 
Island, and reported a narrow neck of ice from the N. W, 
Uiifls towards Somerville Island. Eastward, and not west- 
ward, was, howeTer, to be oar course, and we therefore TSi- 
mained where we were. Oa the 9th and 10th, a general 
dismption of the little remaining ice took plaoe : we made 
gentle and very caotious tnovea towards Barrow^a Strait; 
and, at last, on August 11th, the iee, as if heartily tired of 
ws, shut us out into Barrow's Strait, by turning iUieit fairly 
round on a pivot. We were at aea because we could not 
help it, and the navigable season was prod^med to have 
commenced. 

Taking, like another Sinbad, our ^ Resolute*' M borden 

behind us, the " Pioneer" steamed away for Assistance Har- 
bour, from whence, a?? we had been given to understand some 
days previously, Jones's Sound was to be our destination ; a 
plan to which 1 the more gladly submitted, as 1 felt confident, 
from ail I had heard and seen of its geograj^y or of that of 
the neighbouring land, that it would be found to coaneefc 
itself with Penny's North Water: once in it we felt feilure 
of our object to be impossible ; we had still three years' pro- 
visions, and nearly four years of many things. One man had 
died, perhaps half-a-doien more were invalids, but the rest 
^were strong and hearty : to be sure, we ail lacked muoh of 
tiiat sangntneness which had animated us hitherto. Rented 
disappointmsnt, long jowneys in the wrong direction (as it 
had proved), over regions which had, of course, shown no 
trace of those we had hoped to rescue — ^had all combined to 
damp our feelings. 

The moming^ fog brokOi and a day» beautiful, serene, and 
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■mny, wvleoiiied os Into Amtstanoe Harbour, wttcb wft 

found had jnst cleared out of ice ; and (ihe ^Ladv FranMfai,'* 
"Supiiia," and Felix," v ith anchors down, rode all ready 
for sea. As we towed the Resolute" up to her anchorage, 
OipUia Penny pulled past ia bis gig, evidently going to 
make an official visit to our laader. Directly after the 
"PSonaer'' waa secured, I went on board the ^Reeolotei** to 
bear tbe news, ber first lieutenant bavfng been in Aasistanoe 
Harbour (Captain Penny's quarters) up to the moment of 
our arrival. I then learned that Peiuiv was ffoin<y to volun- 
teer to proceed up WeUiogtoo Channel, if it cleared out, in 
one of cor steamers ; and mj gallant friend, the first lieuten- 
a&t| spoke strongly upon the neoessitj of still trying to reach 
the North Water by the said route, wlulst I maintained that, 
until we had visited Jones's Sound, it was impossible to say 
wiitther it would nut be found an easier road into the open 
sea seen by Captain Peony than Wellington Channel ap- 
peared to be. Gsptain Penny soon joined us, and there, as 
well as afterwards on board the *^ Lady Franklin,'* I heard 
of bis propose! above alluded to, which had been dedined. 
Failing in his offer of codperation, which was for one reason 
not to be wondered at, — insomuch that our large and efficient 
squadron needed no assistance either in men or oiaterial to 
do the work alone, — Captain Penny had decided on returning 
home, believing that Frsnlclin was so ihr to the N. W. as to 
be beyond his reacli, and also looking to the tenor of his 
instmctions, which strictly enjoined him to return to England 
in 1852. ♦ 

• • * a • * 

Next mor!iinnr^ \yy fy^f o'clock, we were all bound to the 
eastward. A few among^ those of our squadron still hoped 
by Joneses Somid to reach that sea of whose existence, at any 
rate, we had no longer any donbt, whatever might be its 
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diflioiilty of aeoMS. Off Ci|»e Hotlmtn we found a loose 

pack; it extended about halt way across Wellington Chan- 
nel, and then a clear sea spread itself eastward and northward 
akx^ the shores off North Devon to Cape T^ owden. From 
« BtiTong 2€e-bHnk up Wellingtoii Ghannel there was reasoii 
to tliitik the barrieH^ etill athwart It; we did not, liowever^ 
go to asoerta!n whether It was so, hut, ^vonred by a fair 
wind, steamed, sailed, and towed the " Resolute," as fast as 
possible past Beechey Island. The form of sending letters 
to En^^and had been duly enacted, but few were in a humonr 
to write; the news would be inisatisfaetory, and, unless 
Jones's Sound was an open sea, and we conld not therefbre 
help entering it, there was a moral certainty of all being In 
Eiigliiiid within a short time of one aiiuilier. 

And so it proved. Leaving the " Assistance" and '^Reso- 
hite" to join us off Cape Dudley Bigges, the steamers pro- 
oeeded, under Captain Austin, with three months' provisions, 
on the night of the 14th of August, for Jones's Sound. 

Next momtng brought the" steamers close in with the 
shore between Capes Ilorsburrrh an 1 Osborn, along which we 
steered towards Jones's Sound. Glacier and iceberg again 
abounded, and the comparatively tame scenery of Barrow's 
fitiait was changed for bold and picturesque mountains and 



* Bad we hat haj^y kaown at that time of the pttftot da* 
scriptioii of the Wellington Ghannel ioe subsequent to our paanga 
across in 1850, as shown by the tract of the American Expedition 
and lientenaat De Haven's admirable report,. we ahoold not then 
have £i]len into the error of believing harrier$ of ice to be perma- 
nent in deep-wafer channels, a fidlacy which it is to be hoped has 
exploded with many other misconceptitMis as tetibe HaBed natoie 
of ice, aud tke constant accomolation of it in Polar regioM* 
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headlands. As the eveqing of the 15th drew in, Jones's 
Sound gradualljr opened itself in the Coburg Bejr of the 
fbarta^ and^ in ipite of n atioag heed-wind, we draw np ta 
and eommenoed woikbg up it under aeil nnd eteanu During 

the night, Cape Leopold showed to be an island, dividing the 

sound into two entrances ; aiid the exhUaiiiLing effect of a 
fine broad expanse of water leading to the westward, up 
wiiMi we were thrashing under a press of oaovas, was only 
xnamd by the nnpleasant &ot that we had parted fcom the 
ahipe oontaining onr main atook of pfoviaiona, without th^ 
xneans of following up any traees, should we be happy 
enough to discover iheiii, oi the poor missing expedition. 

jSaiurday^ Augmt 16^ 1851.— ^Ute sound is evidently 
namwesi about the entvanoe ; from a point to the Xi. W, of 
uait evidently increases in width; loose patches of ioe aver 
oooaslonaily met with, and the tides seem somewhat strong, 

judging by the set of the vessel. The scenery is magnilicent, 
especially on the south s^horc, where some ten miles in the 
interior a huge dome of pure white snow envolopes land SOUM 
3000 or 4000 feet high^ whieh Captain Austin has named 
liie Trenter Mountaina, in oompltment to the fimily of Sit 
John Barrow, (that being the maiden name of the Dowager 
Lady Banow.) From this range long winding glaciers pour 
down the valleys, and project, through the ravines, into the 
deep- blue waters of this magnifioent strait. Northward of 
08 the land is peonliar, lofty table>land, having here and 
tliere a sndd^ dip, or thrown up in a semi-peak. The 
draught of the wind has blown oonstantiy down the strut. 
Such are my rough notes made duiing the day, as the 
"Pioneer" and " Intrepid'^ worl^ed to the westward; but as 
evening drew on, the increasing smoothness of the -water} 
and a hard iey blink to the wosti pisparad aa for » tipoit 
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which came froio the crow's nest abuut niiddi|^bt, that tber« 
was very much ice to the windward of u& 

ikfW a iug wfaksli caused aome delay had 
akaittd ci£^ tha diaagraaable trath retealed itself: from a 
Httla beyond a conieal-sbaped Uland on the north shore, the 
sound was stili bailed with floes, although at this point it 
increased at least twelve miles more in breadth. Going up 
to the floe^ge, the ateawers crossed to the SL fuUowiiig 
ioa aar«f«iUy alopg untU it impinged upon the aouthem 
dior«» The nig^t waa beantifuUj serene and elear \ and, aa 
if to add to oar rsgret^ f<mt pointa sad a half of the eompass, 
or 64° of bearing to the westward, showed no symptom of 
land. The northern side of the sound trended away to the 
westi preserving its lofty and marked character; whilst on 
the aonth the land ended abruptly some fifteen miles iartber 
CB, and tiMB, beyond a small break, one of those wedge- 
shaped hills peculiar to the limestone lands of Barrow's 
Strait showed itself at a great distance; and the natural sug- 
gestion to m) uvvu mind was, that the opening between the 
said wedge-shaped hiii and the laud on our southern hand 
would have been found to oonn^t itself with the deep fiords 
cunning to the northward firom Croker Bay, in lianoartcr 
Sound; and. for an opinion aa to the direotioa of Jones'a 
Sound, whose frozen snr&oe forbade us to advance with our 
vessels, I was, from what I saw, fully willing to believe io 
the report of rny ice quarter-master, Robert Moore, a olever, 
observant aeaman, as the annexed report will show 

was in 1848 that I was with Captain Lee in the 

* Prince of Wales,' when we ran up Jones's Sound. The 
wind was from the S. S. E. compass i^E. N. E. frtre), thick 
weather, with a atroog breeze. We ateered up Jonea'a 
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Bound, N. £, bj eompofls {ymtrnwily ^ fenrtociii 
]kmii% wlMOy seeitig some ioe aground, we hauled to« 

^The next day, being fine weedier, we proeeeded #utlier 

up, and seeing no ice or fish (whales)^ a boat was sent on 
shore. She, returning, reported not having seen any thing 
but Mry hi$k lamd and d$tp mU$r eloH to rocks on tbe eootk 
diore* 

^ We tecfeed i^p, and stood to Ae N. R eompass (JT. 
1F1 tr%e) ; saw eome foe agroand on a eand-bank, with only 

«!x feet water on it at low water, but standing on the N. E. 
compass (^N. W, true), found deep water from five to eight 
miiea across from tbe aand to tbe north shore. Wbeo paa& 
amd, ofCBwatMr m &r aa we eooSd see from the bimI^ 
head, and extending from aboot Jf.AioJf. If, coaiy e ef 
(N. W. to W. 8. W. traeV We then retnmed, being fine 
and clear, and could not see what wo .were in. search of 
(whales). 

^' Leaving the north land, a long, lovir point, running up to 
a t(iUe4op momiain^ we eame aenm to tke mnuU^ «Mfe, whiok 
WM kM land ri^ht cut (^ike mmnd, 

^ We saw tbe PinnacU Roeke a# the end cf i^i wwnd 

(^Princess Charlotte's Monument) ; and this and the low land 
between (hat sound \xv\d Lancaster Sound, as we were running 
to the S. E., makes me coniklent is the same place which we 
wero np in tbe ^Pioneer.' 

^The distanoe we ran up the sound in the 'Prineeef 
Wales,' I think, to the best of my judgment, was about a 
hundred and fifty or sixty miles, &c. 

" (Signed) Hobekt Moore, 
" Ice quarter-master, H. M. S. * Pioneer.' 
To Lieut Sherard Osbora." 

The italies hi the abore letter serre to show how eof^ 
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'Molly tfacwo olsMf vstloiis of my tputt&f-xoBM^ist agfcod witt 
ike sound we were op ; and taking this, togetfaor with the 

description of the land seen by Captain Stewart and Dr. 
Sutherland, during their late journey up the eastern side of 
Wellington Channel, I believe that a very narrow inter- 
yening belt of low land divides Jones's Sound from Baring 
Bay, in Wellington Ghannal, and that, turning to the north- 
ward, this sound eyentually opeiia into the same great 
Polar Sea which washes the northern shores of the Parry 
group. 

Unable to advance, we returned, upon our wake, to the 
«onical island on the north side of the sound ; and a boal, 
with two offioera in it, was sent to erect a cairn. They 
turned next morning, having Ibund, what hitenested me very 
much, numerous Esquimaux traces, though of very ancient 
date, and shot several birds — a seasonalile increase to our 
stock for table-consumption. Uiie of the sportsmen assured nie 
that, in spite of the increased number of glaciers around us, 
and other appearances of a more eevdre dimate than we had 
been in the habit of seeing in Barrow's Strait^ he was of 
opinion that there was much more vegetation in our neigh, 
bourhood than in the more southern latitude of Cornwallis 
Island. The specimens of plants brought off in the boat, 
such as poppies, saadfrage, and moss, were all finer than w« 
had seen elsewhere ; and reindeer homs^ near the Esquimaux 
minsi showed that these animala were to be found. 

The island was a mass of graj-coloured granite, with 
some dark masses of ferruginous-coloured rock intermixed, 
the whole much broken and rent by the agency of irost and 
water. 

Monday, the 18t^ of August, we proceeded along the 
northern shore, towards another entrance which had shown 
MmStS on tlie north side of Leopold Islandy-^^he Jonea^ Sound 



Digitized by Google 



188 



ARCTIC JOUMKAL. 



«(P old charti,— whioh we now proved not to Ittive \mm 

blocked up by eitker bod or glaciers. 

The land about; Cape Hardwicke was little else, iu iny 
cqjkuuou, than a group of islands, — an impression in whieh i 
Wmohm the mora oonfinned when the ice obliged ue to strike 
eff direetly to ike eMtnerd ; ead Gape Ckmooe stood onk 
bold end olear, with e midiiigbt sun behind it : end the liglit 
streamed through the different ioe-eboked ohanndb between 
Capes Iliiidwickc an<l Clarence, Ihrnwing up the laad, «ff4efV 
ih&re was landy in strong and dark relief. 

Beyond Cbpe C3aieii(% I saw no syinptoin of land, nor did 
flij one elee either. It is seid to recede; veij poseibiy it 
mey \ but as neither we, nor the **• Resdute" md ^ Asata^ 
ance," (who all reached a higher latitude than any disoovery- 
bhips have been since Baflin's memorablu voyage,) ever saw 
laud north of Cape Clarence, I trust, for tlie sake of geogra|)hy, 
that the beantifully-indented line which now joins the laud 

in our«h*rtf% 

ttiey he altared into a dotted one, as denoting that the said 

eoest exists rather In the imagination of channel-closing 

voyagers than actually in the nortli-west corner of Baffin^ 
JBay. 

A nmltitnde of grounded ieebei^p showed a shoal, which 
appeaia to bar the northern eotmice to Jonea'a Sound ; a»d» 
during the night, a eudden gale from the north, together with 
high water in the tides, set tbem all floating and dancing 

around us in a very exciting style. Edging constantly along 
large floe-pieces, we were eventually carried next day into 
the packed ice, through which our way bad to be found under 
double-reefed sails, the two pretty seraw-schoonera thmshing 
away in gallaat style, until a dead calm agiia left us to steam 
our best ; Indeed, all night of the 19th was a eonstant heavy 
tussle with a _^ack, in whieh the old floe-pieces were being 
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glued together by young ice, varying from two to five inches 
ia thiokneas; patches of w«ter, pefbap* eaok im acre itt 
extent, irere to be seen from the erow^ nei^ end IKmi 
one to tlie etber of tbete we M to work our way. By- 
end-by tbe Cary Islee showed tbemseWes the northward, 
and then the ilat-topped land between Cape York and Dudiey 
Digges. 

Oar laet hope of doing any service this seasqn lay in tiM 
expei^etion that open water would be fiMmd elong ibe north- 
eset side of Beiim's Bay ; bat tide expeetation woe damped 
by tile disagreeable knowledge that oor i^rovMooe on board 

the steamers were too scanty to allow us to follow up any 
opening we should have found. 

On the aflemoon of the 28th of August, a strong water* 
•ky^and heavy bank showed the sea to be dose at band to 
tbe sOQtb, as well as a strong breeee bdiind it We rattled 
on fbr Wolstenbolme Island, reacbed under its lee by the 
evening, and edged away to the north, quickly opening out 
Cape Stair, and finding it to be an island, as the Cape York 
Esquimaux, on board the "Assistance," had led us to believe; 
PaaBing some striking*lookittg land, whioh, aithougfa like that 
of the more soathern parte of Grreenland, was bold and pr^ 
dpltoas, interseeted with deep ralleys, yet oomparativ'ely 
free from glaciers, we saw tho Booth Sound of vSir John 
Ross, and shortly afterwards sighted what proved afterwards 
to be the southern bluff of Whale Sound. We could not 
approadi it, however, and, choosing an Iceberg, wo onohofed 
onr stBomers to await an opening. 

On Urarsday, the fSlst of August, I started in a boat wi^ 
Mr. MacDougal, to see if we could get as far as Whale 
Sound. The bay-ice, iu which we cuuld neither pull nor 
sail, whilst it was too thin to stand upon, or track the boat 
Hiroogh, materlaUy oheoked our progress. By tiie altenioon 



«• niolMd ft QkHfr pMk-ddgtti whioh ^e^M ftsrtte ffogiw; 
bttt, oa laodingi we found ouraelves to be «t the entranoe of 

a magnificent inlet, still filled witli ice, wbieli extended la the 
eastward for some fifteen miles, having in its centre a pecu- 
liarly-shaped rock, which the seamen inimedidtely christened 
Prince Albert'f HaD," ^om its resemblance to a xaaiiae'e 
shako. The namerous traces here of Esquimaux were per- 
fectly startliDg ; thpir ti&t-plaoes, winter abodei^ eadi^Sy #nd 
gfaves, covered everf prominent p<»nt about us. Of what 
date they were, it was impossible, as^ have elsewhere said, 
to forni a correct idea. The enamel was still perfect on the 
bones of the seals which strewed the rooks, the fies^ of whioh 
had been used ton Ibod. On <^aing one of the graves, I 
iSmnd the sketetoa of an old man, with a good deal of the 
eartilage adhering to the bones, and in the sknli there wae 
stiil s) niptums of decaying flesh ; nothing, however, was seen 
to denote a recent visit of these interesting denizens of the 
north. £ach cache, or rslher, cirde of stones, had a ^ slab 
for a oover, with a oatm near it^ or else an upright mass of 
itonev to denote its position; -and eone of. the graves were 
eonstmcted with a degree of care and labour worthy of a 
more civilized people : several had huge slabs of stone on the 
top, M hich it must have required a gceat many men to lift, 
and some ingenuity to secure. 

Seurvy-grsss in great abundanoey aa wdl aa another an* 
tiseorbutie plant, bearing a small -white flower,, was fi>tti>d 
wherever we landed ; and 1 likewise observed London-pride, 
poppies, sorrel, dwarf willow, crow-feet grass, saxifrage, and 
tripe-de-roche, beside^i plenty of turf, which, M ith very little 
tiouble, would have served for fuel,< — and this in latitude 
7^^ 62' N. Large flocks of igesse - and' dueks were ilying 
about; the great northern diver paswid overhead,'and uttered 
Its shrill wamiqg crj to ite mate, aiu3 loons, dovekies, and 
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our guns. 

The coast was all of granitic formation : and if one mit:ht 
judge from the specimens of iron pyrites and copper ore 
fiHUid here and there, the existeooe of mineiels in large quen- 
titiesi as is the owe about Uppemavik, may be tahoa for 
granted. 

The 22d, 23d, 24th, and 25th of August passed without a 
favourable change taking place ; indeed, by thi«s time our 
retreat, as well as advance, had been barred by the pack. 
Preaeed up from Baffin's Ba.y by the aoutberly galea of tUa 
aeaaon of the year, the broken floea aeemed to ha^e been 
sedctngr an outlet by the north-wast. The winter was faefe 
setting in, temperature falling thus early, and tiie birds every 
day more scarce. 

About one o'clock on the morning of the 26th Augoety I 
waa arouaed and told that Esquimauz were eoming otf on 
doig«ledgee. All hands turned out voluntarily to witnese .the 
arrival of our visitorB. They were five in number, each man 
lin ing a single sledge. As they approached, they uttered 
an exprcjssion very like Tima ! or rather Timouhl accom- 
panied by a loud, hoarse laugh. Some of our crew answered 
tiMOi, and then they appeared delighted, laoghiii^ moat im* 
moderately. 

Tiie 'sledges were entirely oonstmoted of boiie» and were 

small, 11 cat-looking vehicles : no sledge had more than five 
dogs ; some had only three. The dogs were ilinj-looking, 
wolfish anixnals, and either wt^ite or tan colour. The well- 
fed appearance of the nativea astontshied us ail ; without being 
tall (averaging about d ft. 6 in.), they weit^ braWtiy*looking 
fellow% deep-cheated, and large-limbed, with Tar^ beluda 
and moustachios, and a breadth of shoulder which' denoted 
more than ordinary strength. Their < lothing consisted of a 
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&tmmd MtUkfai flmk, wtt & Iwod whWi samd <br » cap 

when it was too cold to trust to a thick head of jet-blMk hafr 
^ for \v;iriiiih. A pair of bear-skin trowsers rcK liing to the 
knee, and walrus-hide boots, completed their attire. Know* 
iag horn perlMily isolated these peof^ were from die rest 
oi the world^-4iideed» tliej aro tM whit ■ome degree of 
probebttily to fcave believed themselves to be the only peo 
pie in the world, — I was not a little delighted to see bow 
well necessity had taught them to clothe themselves ; and 
tlia skill of the womeo was apparent in the sewing, and in 
OM oftse tasteful ornamental work pf their habiliments* 

I need haidly say tbsd we loaded them with presents : 
iMr MtMj exoseded ail bounds when each was presented 
with a boat-liook staff, a piece of wood some twelve feet long. 
They danced, shouted, and laughed again with, astonishment 
at poss^ing such a prize. Wood was evidently with them 
a scarce article ; they had it not even to construct sledges 
whh. York, the tetoi pr et er, hsd before told ns they had no 
SMinm ibr w»at of it ; and they seemed perfhctly incapable 
of QodsrsHiidinf that ovr ships sffid masts were altogether 
made of wood. The intelligence shown by these people was 
very gratifying ; and from having evidently been kindly 
treated on board the North Star,'' daring her sojonra III 
this neighboiirhood, they were oonfident of good' treatmenti 
and wmi •host Ibsilewly. On seeh^g a gun, they laughed, 
Siid ssid, **POoh! pooh!** to itnltate fts sound. One man 
danced, and was evidently anxious to repeat some nautical 
shuffling of the feet to the time of a fiddle, of which he had 
agreeable reoolleotions, whilst another described how we slept 
in fasmnmks. After some tlme^ a document was given them, 
to show my ship they m%ht vtsit hereafter; and they were 
sem away In high spfrfts. Ihe eourse Hhey had taken, both 
oommg and going, proved them to be ft-om Wolstenhoime 
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Sound ; and, as well as we oould understand, they had lately 
been to the norlli\va?d, looking K»r pousies (seals), and no 
doubt were the natives whose recent traces had been seen by 
some of the officbm near*Booth Inlet, who faftd likewiM ob» 
aerved the xemiMAto of old oil-cask fltavM^ wliieli onot 
liad be«a Jn an Eoglnrii whaler. 

August 2Qth^ 1851. — Beset against a floe, which is in mo- 
tion, owing to the pressure of bergs upon its southern face ; 
and aa it tAomly coaehwkeels (as tka whalara term it) round 
upon m Mhttg to saairard <^ ub» we employ ooiealves liesr* 
lug dear of the danger. A 'gale fi»t ristDg, and tihii^ look* 
iitg Tery ugly. The " Intrepid," who had changed her berth 
from the " inshore" to the " oiFshore'' side of the " Pioneer," 
through some accident of ice-anchors slipping, was caught 
between the floe and the ioeberg, and in a miaate ^nextri- 
.eablyy-aa fiur as hunuui power wae eomemed, sarroimded wMi 
ke; and as the floe, aoted upon by the preasnre of heiga and 
fee driving belbre the gale, forced more and more upon the 
berg, we were glad to see the vessel rise up the inclined 
plane tonned by the tongue of the iceberg under her bottom. 
Had she not done so, she must have sunk. Sending a por- 
tion of our crew to keep launching her boats ahead daring 

ttiglhti wa watehed with anxiety the ftst»moTUE|g floes and 
ioebeigi amoid ua. A wilder aeene than that of this ai|^t 
and the next morning it would be impossible to oonoeiTe. 
Our forced inactivity — for escape or reciprocal help was im- 
possible — rendered it the more trying. 

Lieutenant Cotor has himseir told the trials to which the 
^'IntrepidV qualiUea were subjected that night and day; 
how she was pmhed up the ioebetg high and dry ; and how 
the Ixmnle screw came down again right and tight. We 
meanwhile drifted away, cradled in floe^eoes, and perfectly 

9 
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helpless, shaving past icebergs, in close proximity, but safelr, 
until the gale as suddenly abated, and v c found ourselves 
some six miles north of tbe Intrepid," and off the Sound, 
wfaioh, for want of a name, we* will call ^Hat Sound*** 
tEtoiarofng and saiiii^ up a liead of wator bock towards our 
tooiort, we eooii saw that she was all fSgbt and afloat again, 
though beset in the pack. We therefore took advantage of 
jin opening in the ice to run to the northward alone. About 
jnidnight, the Whale Sound of Baffin being then open to our 
view, but filled with broken iee, and our farther progress im- 
peded by the paek, we again made ibst at tbis, tbe fiurtbeat 
noithem latltiide leaofaed by any of our squadroiiy vli., Tt^ 
tiortli ladtade. 

fHday^ Aur^nst 29(h. — Finding pro«^ress in this direction 
hopeless, we rejoined the " Intrepid" as close as the ice would 
iktlow ns, and leamt thai she had in}ursd her fndder and 
4QC«w-frftmtng. It was now dedded to rejoin the ^Reso- 
Ivte** and ^ Assistsnee^' at thefr remdecvons off Gape Dudley 
Digges ; and as tbe winter snow was fast covering the land, 
and pancake-ice forming on the sea, there was little time to 
be lost in doing so. 

The 30th and 31st, the " Pioneer" made fhiitless attempU 
to teaeh the ^ Intrepid." The leads of wnter were evidently 
separating na more and more: she was working in for WoU 
•tenholme Soond, whilst we were obliged to edge to the 
westward. 

September 1st, 1851, came in on us. From the crow's 
nest one interminable barrier of Ice spread itself around; 
and as the imprisonment of our veaeels wonld have entailed 
et nrvn iH o n upon na, it was neeeesaiy to make a pusb^ and en* 
deavour, by one of ne at any rate readring supplies, to eeenre 
the means of rescue to both. 



FOBcma mBouQH the pack, ie^ 

A Incky dsolieiiiiig of Um i«e anooimiged i» to outer tho 

pack, and we entered it. It was a long and tough etra^le, 
sometimes for an hour not makino: a ship's length of head- 
way, then hursting into a crack of water, which seemed an 
oeean by comparison. Sorewhig and heapviiig; mjr gellenl 
erew working like Britonsi now oyer the stern, booming off 
pieoee from the sorew ae die went aeteni for * fireah mah at 
eome obstinate bar; now OTer the bows, ooaxing her eharp 
stem into the crack which had to be wedged open until the 
hull could pass ; now leaping from piece to piece of the 
broken ice, clearing the lines, resettin^^ the anchors, then 
fnsbfag for the ladders, as the yessel eleared the obetaolea, 
to prevent being left behind,— ligfaj^heartedf obedient, and 
lealous, if my heartfelt adaiiration of tbem conld haye 
lightened their labours, I should have been glad indeed. 
Late in the evening, the "Intrepid" was seen working inside 
<^ Wi^stenholme Island : we made fast to a lofty iceberg, to 
obtain a good view, fi>r the most promisiag lead of water; 
and the ezperienoed eyia of a quarter-master, Joseph Ofpo, 
enabkd Urn to deteclr the glisten of open water on the hc^ 
riaon to the weetward. For it we aooordingly straok through 
the pack. Never were screw and steam more taxed. To 
stop was to be beset for the winter, and be starved and 
drifted Heaven knows where. An iron stem and a good 
engine did the work^I will not bore the non-prolessional 
reader how. A littie before midnight the ^ Beacdute** and 
Assistanee" were seen, and by four o^dock on the morning 
of the 2d September wc were alongside of them. Shortly 
afterwards our amateurs and visitors left us, and the three 
yessels cruised about, waiting for the Intrepid," it being 
ganerally oodersfeood that wh^ she rejoined the squadron 
we wara t9 return to Eiigland. 

We learned that the ahlpa had been ia open watoi^ aa hig|i 
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MllMCarylitods: ll^fMMmfiolMtf Mil&iiB*t<«M^ivf<A 

of Cape Clarence. On Gary Islands they had Ibund traces of 
the remote visits of whalers, and had shot immense numbers ^ 
(about 700) of birds, especially. On one occasion they 
hid been placed in irjing circumstances by a gaU from tka 
WNtlhwavd amongst tha packed teey Hia exfefaoydiiiaiy diea^ 
^eataaoeof wUflh to the nofthward, waamil/ to ba a ftywin t ar l 
for by supposing the ice of Baffin^a Bay to have been blow* 
through Smith's Sound into the Polar Sea, a small gateway 
for so much ice to escape by. In my opinion, however, the 
dkippearanoe of the ioe, wbich a fortnight earlier had spread 
«i?ar the wlMde aaa between the Arolk) H%blaiida aod J<me'^ 
Soand, under the infloeooe of aonlherly galea, oonfimad ma 
the more etrangly in my belief diat the- nortbiwest portion 
of Baffin's Bay is open, and forms no cul-de-sac there any 
more than it does in Jones's Sound, Lancaster. Sound, or 
Pond's Bay. 

IVom Hodaon"^ fitaraita^ in lalitode AO? to Jonaa'a 
Sound, In latltiida 7d» R» adietanoa of 960 mUei, «a find 
fKi the weeleim hand a maae of lalande, of erery ooneelTabie 

shape and size, with long and tortuous channels intersecting 
the land in every direction ; yet vain men, anxious to put 
barriers in the way of future navigators, draw large con> 
thientii where no one baa daied to penetato to aee whether 
tfanre be aodh or not, and block up natoial oatlata withovt 
eaase or reaaon. 

I will now, with the reader's permission, carry him back 
to a subject that here and there has been cursorily alluded to 
throughout these pages — ^the Esquiomux traces and ruins, 
every where found by and the extraordinary chain of 
erideiiee whioh» oommenbing in MelirilU laiand, our fiutheat 
week, oaniea na, link by link, to the leolated hifaabUanta of 
NorA Qmnland, yclept Arctic Highlands. 
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Strange and ancient sigus were found by ns in almost 
every sheltered iiouk on the seaboard of this sad and solitary 
laody — signs iodubitabl/ of a race baving once existed, who 
have either decayed away^ or else, more probably, migrated to 
more hoepitable portions of the Arctic xooa. That aU these 
traces were those of the houses, eaeh^ hantiiig-poBts, and 
graves of the Esquinnanx, or Innuit, there could be on our 
minds no douLt ; and ]ookin<» to the immense extent of land 
over which this extraordinary race of fishermen liave been, 
and are to be found, well might Captain WashingtOD, tha 
talented eompikr of the £sqiiiiiunix vooabnlaryi say, thai 
tibej are cue *'of the most widely-spread nationa of tha 

The seat of this race (arguing from traditions extant du- 
ring Baron Wrangeii s travels in Siberia) might be placed in 
the north-east extreme of Asia, the western boundary bein^ 
lU defined \ for o& the dreary baoks of the Lenaand Indigirk% 
akmg whole estenl of the fioeen !7Wn<lniy whioh fines tha 
Pohr flea, and in the distant isles of New Siberia, rarely 
visited by even the bold seekers of fossil ivory, the saino 
ruined circles of stone, betokening the former abode oi' human 
beings, the same whalebone rafters, the same stone axes, the 
aame implemeats of the chase, are to be found as to this day 
wtt used, and only used, by the Tdmktches of BehHog's 8tnU% 
the Imffsik of North America, or the Esquimaux of Hudson's 
Straits and Greenland, — a people identical in language (of 
which they all speak different dialects), haliits, and disposition. 

Supposing, then, that from the east of Asia these people 
first migrated to the American continent, and thence, even- 
toally wandered to the eastern shores of Greenland, itbecama 
an interesting question to ne^ how the landa upon our northern 
hand, in our passage to the west up Barrow^s Strait^ should 
bear such numerous marks of human location, whereas upon 
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the southern side they were comparatively scarce; and how 
the natives residing in tlie norihern portion of Baffin's Baj 
should have been ignorant that their brethren dwelt m great 
numbers sauthward of the glaciers of Melville Bay. 

Some amongst us — and I was of this number— objeeted 
to the theory summarily advanced, that at a remote perM 
these northern ImikJs had been peopled from the south, and 
that the population had perished or wasted away iVom in- 
creased severity of climate or diminution of the means of 
subsistence. Our objections were argued on the following 
grounds : — ^If liie Parry group had been colonised froib tbA 
American continent, that continent, their nursery, would 
have shown signs of a large population at points immediately 
in juxtaposition, which it does not do. 

From the estuary of the Coppermine to the Great Fish 
^ver, the Esquimaux traces are less numerous than on ika 
north shore of Barrow's Strait To assert that the Biqnl 
maux have travelled from the American continent to tins 
bleak shores of Bathurst Island, is to suppose a savage capa- 
ble of voluntarily quitting a land of plenty for one of gaunt 
famine : on the other hand, it seems unreasonable to attribute 
these signs of a by-gone people's existence to some convulsion 
of nature, or some awihl inorease of coM, since no simikr 
eatastroplie has occurred In any other part of tbe world. 
Contrary to sndi opinions, we opined that tile traces wef^ 
those of a vast and prolonged emigration, and that it could 
be shown, on very fair premises, that a large number of the 
Innuit, Skrailing, or Esquimaux — call them what you please 
— had travelled from Asia to the eastward along a modi 
Irigher parallel of latitude than the American continent, and, 
In their very natural search ibr the most hospitable region, 
had gone from the nwth towai^s the south, not from t/ui south 
towards the twrth^ or, what may yet one day be laid open to 
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Hie woild, fetoiied a high northern latftude, fn whleli • deep 

and uucongealable sea gives rise to a uiilJt:!* climate and an 
locreased amount of the capabilities of subsistence. 

I will now lightly sketch the probable route of the Esqui- 
maux emigration, as I believe it to have taken place In the 
north-east of Asia, The Tohiiktches, the only independent 
tribe in Siberia, are seen to assnme, amongst that portion 
<^ them residing on the sea-coast, habits closely analogous t(« 
those of the Esquimaux. The hunters of Siberia tell how a 
aiiuilar race, the Omoki, whose hearths were once more 
nnmerous on the l»anks of the Lena than the stars of an Arctic 
night," are gone, none Imow whither. The natives now 
living in the neighbourhood of Gape Chelajskoi, in Sil>erta, 
aver that emigration to a land in the north-east had occurred 
within the memory of their fathers ; and amongst other case;! 
we find them telling Wrangell, that the Onkillon tribe had 
once occupied that laud, but, being attacked by the Tchuktches, 
they, headed by » chief called Krachnoi, had* taken shelter in 
the land visible northward from Gape Jakan. 

-This land, Wrangell and others did not then believe in. 
British seamen ha \ o, however, proved the assertion to be a 
fact; and Captains Keliett and Moore have found "an exten- 
sive land" in the very direction the Siberian fishermen declared 
H to exist. It is not my purpose to enter into a disquisition 
upon the causes which brought about this emigration. Sad 
and bitter neoessity alone it must have been which thrust 
these poor members of the human family into localities 
which, even in Asia, caused the Russians to exclaim, " What 
could have led men to foi*sake more favoured lands for this 
grave of Natural" Choice it could not have been, for, in 
Amerioa^ we saa that the Esquimaux has struggled hard to 
wash sonlhem and genial climes* In the Aleutian Islea, and 
on the coast of Labrador, local ciroumstsnces &voui«d the 
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attempt, and the Indian hunter was unaUe to ■ubaist in kads 

which were, comparatively, oveiilowing with subsistence for 
the Arctic tishernxeu; but elsewhere the bloodthirsty races 
of North America obliged the human tide, which fur some 
viae eauae waa made to roll along the margin of tiw Polar 
Sea, to confine itaetf purely to the aea-coaat; and although 
vast tracts, such as the barren grounds between longitudea 
99° and 109° W., are at the present day almost untenanted, 
Still a sofficieiit population remains to show that an emigra- 
tion of these tribes had taken place there at a remote period. 

These people reached, in time, the ahoroa of Davis'a 
Straits and the Atlantio Ocean; and, in a line parallel to 
them, others of their brethren who reached the land lately 
re-discovered, northward of Behiiug's Straits, may have 
likewise wandered along the Parry Group to Lanoaater 
SonniL 

In order to have done this, land must be presumed to 
extend from the meridian of Behring'a Straits to MelviUa 
Island, — a point upon whidi few who study the geography 
of that region can have now a doubt ; and eminent men have 

long supposed it to be the case,* from various phenomena, 
such as the shallow nature of the sea between the Mackenzie 
River and Behring's Straits, and the non-appearance of heavjt 
ioe in that direction— -all indicating that a barrier lay nortb* 
ward of the American continent The gallant squadrony 
under Captains Collinson and M'Qure, will, doubtless, solve 
this problem, and conjiect, either by a continent or a chain 
of islands, the luinod yourts of Cape Jakaa with the time* 
worn stone huts of Melville Island. 

# * 



♦ The present talented hydrographer of the navy. Sir F. Beau- 
fort, foretold to the autlior, a ytar bcforo it was discovered, the 
ej^stence of load north of Behring's Straits. 
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Sitoatftd as these places are, under the aame degree of 

laliitude, tiie sayage, guided by tbe length of hm Masons and 

the periodical arrival bfrd and beast, would fearieeelj 
progress along the north shore of the great strait, which may 
be said to extend from Lancaster Sound to the Straits of 
Behring. This progress was, doubtless, a work of centuries, 
but giadnal, coiwtaati and imperative, The seal, the rein^ 
deer, and the whaUs all desert or avoid plaoes where man ot 
beast wages war on them wldlst multiplying their speeies, 
and have to be followed, as we find to be the case with our 
hunters, sealers, aii l whalers of the present day. 

As the northern E^^quimaux travelled to the east, o&boots 
fiom the main body do doubt struck to the southward. ¥at 
lostanoe, there ia every. leftson to believe Boothia. to hftv« 
been originally peeked from the north. The natives diesa 
there by Sir J<^ Ross spoke of their fathers having fished 
and lived in more northern lands. They described the shores 
of North Somerset sufficiently to show that they knew that it 
was only by rounding Cape Bunny, that £U>aa oould carry hb 
Teasel into that wesisni sea, Ifom whose wateni m Mthmw 
baned him : and this knowledge^ ttaditional as I believe it to 
have been, has since been ]»^ved to be correet by those who 
wintered in Leopold Harbour finding i£s(|iiiiiiaux traces about 
that neighbourhood, and by the foot journey of Sir James 
Boss, in round Cape Bunny towards the Magnetie 

Pole. I 

In corroboration of my ideft thiit those Inhahltflnts of tbi 
Aretlo zone were onoe very numerolis akn^ ^ north riiona 
of B{irrow's Strait and Lancaster Sound, the following locals 
ities were found to abound with ruins: — The ffulf between 
Bathurst and Cornwallis Land, the whole southern shore of 
Gomwallis Island, Wellington Channel, Cape Spenser, and 
Oape Biley ; Badatoek Bay^ Ommaoaay Harbour, nmx Gape 

9» 
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Ml ' ABonc JomtSAi. 

Warrender, ^ic)Kre the Intrepid'^ discovered uumerous well* 
Wikid gmves, beariog tli» marks of a compwaHwif more 
Kucni d«te» PaMtng C9»pe Warrender, I supposed tht 
nnuunt of t1» northem emigration firom Asia U> hars sdB 

travelled round the coast ; the more so, as at Joneses Sotmd, 
the only spot one of our officers happened to land upon, 
Esquimaux had evidently once lived. ( Vids page 173.) The 
▲rotie HigUander, Erasmus York, who was serving in our 
squadron, sesmsd to Mieve bis mother to have dwelt about 
%mW% Sound: aU his ideas of thSngs^that he had heard of, 
but not seen, referred to fHaoes northward. He knew a 
musk-ox when shown a sketch of one, and said that they 
were spoken of by his brethren: with a pencil he could 
sketch the coast-line northward of where he embarked, Cape 
Yofk, as fiur as Whale Sound, or even ^rther, bj tradition ; 
hot mnikward he knew of nothing. 

' Old whsle- fii h erro cn say that, when -in ibrmer days their 

puisuiL carried them into the head of Jjaffin's Bay, they found 
the natives niHTJo rolls ; and it is undoubted that, in spite of 
an apparently severe mortality amongst these Arctic High- 
laTidera, or Northern Esquimaux, the stock is not yet extinct 
Mfwvrj whaler who has vialtsd the eoast northward of Cape 
Tovk, during late years, reports deserted Tillages and dead 
bodies, as if some sudden epidemic had cut down men and 
women suddenly and in their prime. Our squadron found 
the same thing. The *4ntrepid's'' people found iu the huts 
of the natives which were situated close to the printer quarters 
•f the ^'Nortih Star,** in Wolstenhohne Sound, numerous 
eorpses, tmbwied, indeed, as If the poor creatures liad been 
•nddenly eut eA^ and their brethren had fled from them. 
Poor York, who, amongst the dead, recognized his own 
brother, described the malady of which they died as one of 
the cheat or lungs: at any rate, the mortality was great 
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Where did the supply of human life come from? Nnt 
from the south, for then the Northern and Southern Esqui- 
maux would have known of each other's existence. Yet the 
8oittli8fn £aqaiin«iz \mm fiunt tniditiow of tbe betd of 
BmAiV B«7 md LnieMter Sound; «id Egede mid Omlv 
tdl nt of tMr Mwf in s norHiem origin, and of tlwir tal«i 
of remote regions whore beacons on hills h;id l ioen erected t^> 
denote the way. Surely all this points to the long and land- 
ward route purauod by this extraordinary people. 

h mj be qnito powiUe Ibnt « portion of tha EaqnioMuix 
MMd DnTis'sfltmits Ivy aoeident from Iho wetfc to tho eiwl: 
flooli tilingt Imyo oe oni r e d widun tlio roomoiy of liTing men ; 
but I deny that it would ever be a voluii(;irv act, and theit^ 
fore unlikely to have led to the population of South Green- 
land. A single hunter of seals, or more, m%ht have been 
aanght in the ioe and been drifted across, or n boat's load of 
women may bare bean similarly obliged to perfoim a voyage 
which would have been very dkitaatofbl to an Etquimauz; 
but such accidents do not populate coontries. 

Lastly, before I quit this subject, it would be as well to 
call the attention of those interested in such questions to the 
eoteordinary fiusi of tbe existence of a constantly etarving 
Moa upon the eof / aide of Greenland. Tbe Danish eanreyor^a 
(Capt Oraah) remarim lead me to the opinion that theae 
people come from more northern parts of tlw4r own 
Greenland; and it would be a curious circumstance if future 
geographical discoveries should give us grounds to beHev*> 
that from the neighbourhood of Smith's Sound the Esquiniaua 
migration divided^ and tbe one branch of it followed down 
tile aboraa of Baffin's Bay and Daw's Straits, whilst tlA 
odier, tradng tiie northern eoasts of Creen hw d, eventoaliy 
descended bv the ea-tern seaboard to Cape Farewell. The 
mirsery, the hot-bed ot this race, I believe to exist northward 
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of spots visited by us in Baffin's Strait, — for bay it is not, 
even if it had no other outlets into (be Polar Sea than Laii> 
<Mt«r, JonaaX and Smith s Sound* 

S^HMom niH mtmitMa i Tii» Sd, dd, and 4th of Sap- 
tHDlier pMied with fmioh anidaty; the aiipuik thiowii out 

our leader, " Whftrft do you think the < JAlMpid* is gone f ' 
and on another occasion, " Do you think the * Intrepid' is to 
leeward of the iKu kl" deiK ting iiuw much he wa."s lliiukiiig 
of the missing steamer. W e of the sister screw had little 
aniktgr m to her safety or oapalHiiky of omping through 
iay poek ; Mpaeully vbeci akno and vahompond h/ hftviag^ 
to ko6p Qompany. A hnowle^gtt of tfaeaofOiw, ita poirar, 
handiness, gave us a eonfidaoca in it, whidi we had 
reason to regret. Atfirst we ha<3 been pitied, as men donniod 
to be cast away : we had since learned to pity others, aud to 
be envied in our aafe vessels. The "great experiment/' as \% 
waa ealled) hid Miflaeededy in iqpite of the forebodinp of tb» 
%BonHit end the heltoeaaured doubta of queeliooablefriottde^ 
bnt its crowning trtnmph was yet to eomo : the nrn^ aitawnr 
was, uloiiu, uiiaidecl, to pencil alt- the pack and seek her miss- • 
ing mate. Find her, if she could; if not, winter, and aeok 
with foot pajrtiea, both this autuma and next spring, 

Theio me s momentary pang of r^|ret oii'the moraii^ 
of U» 5Ui September, when 1 6ral kenKd tfaei the ^ PioMor^ 
wee to return into WoIatonholmeSowid with proviaiooa au& 
cicnt for herself and the "Intrepid'* to meet two winters 
more ; but pride sooii, both with myself and my otTn ers and 
H^n, came to the rescue. The Intrepid^' might hava beoi^ 
eii^glbt^ end onahle to estrioate heraelf. Of ooone ift wee on 
honouimble miaaioa to go to the aid of our aomradaiv ^ 
them the meemi of enbaietenee, to epeod the wiater wllli 
them, and, please God, escape next season, if not beft»re, 
fruiu the disagreeable poaition into wixich our summer tour m 
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BafflD^ Bftj had carrM ns: and Ajirtlianiiora, the seraw«» 
fae1pl«88 babeii! if ere to winter al<me, Hlone to find their way 

in and out of the ice, and alone make their \\ay Ijome, 
whilst the huge Incubi that had ridden us like nightmares du« 
ring the seai'ch for Franklin would be (D, V.) safely lashed 
in Woolwioh doekyard. 

The Mt was spent In sending away all oar sickly or weak 
hands, inoreastng the complement of seamen by four, receiv- 
in^ abundance of public and private stores, biddino- good-bye 
to our dear brother officers in the squadron, and tViends, who 
pmmtow^f pfssood upon as every thi^g they had to spare, in 
whldi tfaay ware not ibova f^enaroas iSbm our lesder, who pot^ 
wMi the ntmost Uberality, both his kit and stoi^room at our 
diepQsal. "Die Pioneer^ was by midnight as deep as a 
sand-barge. Next morning the commodore came on board, 
gave me highly flattering orders, and, having read prayers, 
made a speech, in which he took an affectionate fiireweil of 
the ^ Pioneers," and struok with hxg^y affi^t the two stroa^eit 
diords in oar hearts, thus:-*** Yon hdld,^ said ha, Piopiaera, 
the honoar of tlie squadron in your hands. I thank -yoa all 
tot the alaciily and spirit with which you have prepared 
yourselves to re-enter the ice. You shall be no losers by it ; 
Mid on my arrival in England I will tatie care to insure that 
yon are not foiKotten in rewards : indeed, 1 shall oonsider 
that yon hava |ha first olaiin, provided your o^nnmaader, on 
bia arrival In England, reports fiivowrably on yonr eonduct.'* 
At eight o'clock we parted company, and, under sail and 
steam, steered direct for Wolstenholrae Island. 

A little after R u o'clock we broke through a neck of ice, 
and had just put the halm up to run down a lead, whai, 
haf^isning to look over ray shoulder at the ^ Basolute," now 
hidl down to the westward) I was astonished to see what ap- 
peared the smoke of a gun, and soon afterwards another, and 
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another. The general recall at the mast-head was next seen, 
and the " Assistance," under all sail, pressing to the south, 
•bowed that the ^Intrepid" bad bean aaogfat sight of, Jojr 
was strongly maikad on every oounteaanee as we tamed on 
^ our heel, and one oKelamatkm — ^*^11iank God Ibr our esoape 
from a second winter," was on every tongue. It would have 
been indeed an unprofitable detention to have been caught 
in Wolstenholme Sound by the pack,, as we undoubtedly 
should have been, whilst the Tessel we want to laliava was 
asft wHhont it. However, the evil was now averted; the 
whole squadron was united, my provirions, men, and stona 
again taken out, and a memorandum issued, the purport of 
which was that we were to go to Woolwich. At eight 
o^dock the yards were squared, sails spread, and homawaid 
we steered. 

Freeh and fidr gales, a sea entirely clear of all but stfay 

icebergs, and here and there a patch of broken ice, gave na 

nothing to do but endeas our to reduce our speed sufficiently 
under canvas to insure not outrunning our consorts. In 
eight days we reached the latitude of Cape Farewell. Once 
in the Atlantic, strong gales and dark nights rendered It 
impossible fo/t soeh ill-matched conaorta to keep company, 
and we found ourselves alone, sighting the Orkneys fourteen 
days after bearing up from the latitude of Wolstenholme 
Island in Baffin's Bay, and anchored at Grimsby in the river 
Humber, exactly three weeks from the commencement of 
car homeward-bound voyaga Hie rest of the squadron 
ibllowed US to Woolwich, where all were paid off salb and 
sound, with the exception of one man, the only one missfng 
out of the original one hundred and eighty officers and men 
V!\\o had sailed in 1850, under Captain Horatio T. Austin, 
c. B., to rescue or solve the fate of the expedition com- 
manded by .Gsptain Sir John Fianklln. 



opzmojf OF FBiEnros' Am the PUBUO, ftOT 

Our sel^importanod as Arctic heroes of the first water 
reoeived a sad dowti&U when we were first asked by a kmd 
ftiendy what the deuce we came home ibr I We had a good 
many becauses ready, but he overturned them altogether; 

so we had resort to the usual resource of men in such a posi- , 
tion : we said, " There was a barrier of ice across Welling- 
ton Channel in 1850." Our friend said, "I deny it was a 
permanent one, for the Americans drifted through it ^ In- 
deed I** we exdahned, ^ at any rate there was one there in 
1851." ".Yes, granted, on the 12th of August; but you 
kno^^' there was a month of open season left: and, like an 
honest man, say how long it would take for that barrier, 
fifteen or twenty miles wide, to disperse." "As many 
boars r* was onr rieply : *^ and we have forsworn in futnre 
banrtera of ice as well. as barriers of land.'* 

What the deuce we came home far^ and why we deserted 
Tranklin ? were pleasant (questions ; and at first we felt 
inciiued to be angry. Those, however, who asked them 
had cause and reason for doing so. We were in tlie dark as 
to much that had been arrived at in England. We knev 
but of our own limited personal experience^ and had had 
neither time nor opportunity to compare notes with others. 
The public at home sat down with the accumulated evidence 
of two British expeditions and an American one. They 
passed a verdict that Frankfm had gone up Wellington 
Channel, and that^ having gone up there, in obedience to bis 
ooontry's orders, it was the duty of that country to send 
after him, save him, or solve his ftte. I for one knew I 
had done my duty in the sphere allotted to me, allhough 
feeling at first that the public verdict reflected somewhat 
upon me as well as others. But " Vox populi, vox Dei." 
I bowed tacitly to its decision, until attempts were made to 
damp the hopes of the more sanguine, — ^in Hm^ to savo onr 
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credii at the expease of Franklia's existence. It wa« time 
then to recuiisider in all its points the subject of further 
search, to compare my own receut impression of things with 
ikfits that were now boibre the world, and thea to judge for 
myself irbetlier any one li»d % right to deelaim nguiwt 
* tkrtber efibrto to skvb Fraakliii's expediUoD. 

Need I say I found none. On comparing the Infbrma* 
tion, tiie phenomena observed in our own sqiuidron witii 
those of Captain Penny's, and the Americana under Lieu« 
tenant De Haven, I saw more and more clearly that a north- 
era aea, an open water, muat kive been dose to its in 18M 
and 1851, when we weve about Wellington Qbannel ; that^ 
tiiat sea was mot blocked with ioe in 1850, as we had igno^ 
rantly supposed ; and thaL as as^jurcdly as it ^vas proved 
that Sir John Franklin had not gone to Cape Walker, nor 
disobeyed his orders by going to Melville Island, so oertain 
did it now beoome that up Wellington Gbannel he had 
steered to that open sea, whidi, whether limited or enoiroluig 
the Pole, it was his object to enter. It was water and an 
open sea that i'ranklin wanted to achieve the North west 
Passage; and there it was before him. Can any one sup« 
pose him, aoou^ him, capable of hesitating to enter it I 

Those who will not admit this, have recourse to two 
in&Uible Arctio eolations Ibr the dilemma in which they are 
placed it most be either an«impcnetrable barrier of Ice ia 
Wellington Channel, or the ships must have been beset in 
the pack, and have perished, without God's providence help- 
ing them, as it has helped all others similarly placed, without 
leaving a single survivor or % vestige of any desoqption* 
No such wholesato calamity is on record. 

Let us inquire into this barrier of ice in Wdlington 
Channel. Twice had Parry seen the channel, in 1819 and 
1820 ; iie saw no barrier then. We reached it in the fail 
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cClSSO, altor a. very lHi«kviird a&d severe eaminer, with 

winter fast closing in upon us. We saw long flight* of birds 
retreating from their summer breeding-places somewhere 
beyond the broad fields of ioe that lay athwart its channel. 
We wondered At the iinmei:eiie dioAle of white whale passing, 
lirom some tinluiowii northern' region, sonthwiu'd |o mpre 
geoiel cliniee. We Ulhed of fixed iosi yet in one day twelve 
miles of it came away, and nearly beert us amongst ite 
fragments. We heard Captain Penny's report that there 
was water to be seen north of the remaining belt, of about 
ten miles in width. We were lilie deaf adders ; we were 
obstinate, end weot into winter quarters under Griffith's 
ktod, believing that nothing more oould be done, because 
a barrier of fixed ioe extended aeroee Welliqgton QiAimel I 

We were miserablv mistaken. 

The expedition under Lieutenant De Haven was then drift- 
ing slowly over the plaoe where we, in our ignorance, had 
placed fixed ioe in our charts; and to them likewise the 
wiedom of an aU-menilfiil Providence revealed the 6et of a 
northern esa of open water, that they might be additional 
witnesses in the hour of need. We cannot do better than 
read the plain unvarnished tale of the gallant American — a 
t^e ol' cairn heroism under no ordinary trials, which stamps 
the doownent as the truthful narration of a gentleman and a 
■aiior« He says^ after deseribing the being beset by young 
ioe in tha mouth of Wellington Chaanel, and drifting north* 
ward, owing to southerly winds,— 

"On the 18th September we were above Cape Bowdeu. 
.... To account for this drifl, the fixed ice of Wellington 
Channel, wliich we had observed in passing to the wtiimir4^ 
must have been br^Len up, and driven to the southward by 
the heavy gala the 13th (September). 

<<Waooiitiiuiedtodfiftah>wly to the N,N.W* until the 
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IW, wImh oor progress appMnrtd to bt Amttod by a maU 
low islandi whksb was discovered about seven mUes distant. 

''^ BtUoem CornwaUii Island and some distant high land 
wirihU in the north, appeared a wide channel, leadimg Is ilt$ 
W€$immnL A dark, misty4ookiDg doad.whish himg over it 
(tedinically termed fhMtsmoke) was indiealive of mtMh open 
Vttter in that direoHim. 

" Nor was the open w ater the only indicAtion that pre- 
sented itself ill coiitirmation of tlieoretical conjecture as to a 
Bulder climate in that direction. As we entered Wellington 
Chamiel the signs of animal li^ became more abundant," 

So mucby then, for tbe banier of ioe in Wellington Omoi^ 
nel in 18S0. Let us now speak of what was there in 185L 
On the J 1th of August ahout as much fixed floe was remain- 
ing in Wellington Channel as had been found by us on ihe 
previous year, a monUi later in the season. On that occasion^ 
late aa It waS| we have the evidence of lieuteiiant De Haven 
to prove the channel opened : why sbooM we doubt it doii^ 
ao in 18ftl I An open sea eiisted on both sides of a belt of 
ioe, rotten, full of holes, unfit to travel over (as Penny's 
officers reported it), full thirty days before the winter set in; 
is there an Arctic navigator hardy enough to say lie believes 
tfiat that belt would have been found there on llie hmoA 
i^nring-tide after our squadron was liberated 6om Grtffith'a 
Mandl Hien, I repeat, if it is allowed that Wellington 
Channel was open in 1819, 1820, 1850, and 1851, it is natu- 
ral to infer that it was open when Franklin wished to pass 
through it in 1846, and that, under such circumstances, he 
would, in obedience to his orders, have gone by it to tba 
N^W. 

The day has not long passed by when it was tried to ba 

proved, (^n undoubted testimony, that Barrow^s Strait waa 
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barred with the accumulated ice of years, — and this in the 
face of aa autumnal drift of a naval squadron for 350 milea 
hi the pack of Laneasler. What say these faarrier-buildera 
lo the winter drift of the Amerioau sdioonen under Lieu- 
lenant De Haven? Does his marvellous cniise teach us 
nothing? Between the 1st of November, 1850, and the 6th 
of June, 1851, his squadron was swept in one vast field of 
ice from the upper part of Wellington Channel to the south- 
ward of Cape Walsingham, in Davis's Straits, through a tor* 
tocKW route of fidl 1000 miles ! Yes, reader, the ^ Bea- 
eue" and Advance" were beset in young bay.ioe in and' 
about Wellington Channel ; but during the winter, amidst 
the darkness, amidst fierce gales, wlieri the God of storms 
alone could and did shield those brave barks, they and 
ikB tee in which they had been beset, moved, with few pauses, 
ttaadily and slowly to the Atlantio Ocean, and readied H 
by the summer of the fbilowing year. 

It is true, onr expedition was prevented, by ice, from ad* 
vancing to the west of Grilliih s Island. But let it not be 
supposed that we came, in that direction, upon any fixed bar 
of ice or interminable 6oe-edge : far otherwise ; for when, as 
I have elsewhere said, Lieutenant Aldrich was sent, a few 
days after our arrival at winter quarters, to travel on foot to 
Lowther Island, be found the task a hopeless one, aa vfoier^ 
bay-ice, and a broken pack, lay between Somerville Island 
and it. We, likewise, in our spring jouineys, found ice, 
aiuooth as glass, formed, evidently during the past winter, 
surrounding Lowther Island. It was traced by Lieutenant 
M^Qiatook, leading, in exactly the form of the lead of water 
found in iai9 and 1820 by Sb E. Parry, In hia voyage tf» . 
Winter Island ; and there can be little doubt, that, beyond 
the floe^pieces which choked the channel between Griflith's 
Island and Cape Bunny, we should, ia 1850, have tbun^ 
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wtlef iMidini^ i» to Winter HaTbovr, and ap thd noUe dtto^ 

nel liortli of Bvam Martin Island. 

Enough of icy barriers. I do not believe in Nature har- 
iiig plaoed suoh fixtures on the ^' vasty deep but 1 am ready 
to dlow tkit thm are plaeet in whk)h aoonmulatkma of ieo 
satiimUy oswt^ aod where tbe ioe saovea «waj 1m mpidly 
tlien in ollwr parte. By lookliig at the dnrt, and taking into 
consideration the geographical conformation of such spots, 
the cause will at once appear. 

Jq a line acroea (he head of Uavia's Straits, the pack hangs, 
beeause it is there met, in ita downward course, by the wholo 
w«%ht of tha Atlantic SeA| and atrang aontherly galea blow*' 
ing up that fonnel^b \|>Ld atnit» About lAogtM, Idand tha 
pack hangs, for it is acted upon by the cross-tides of Welling- 
ton Channel and Regent's Inlet running athwart those of Bar- 
row'ti Strait, and forming a sort of eddy, or still water. This 
occurs again in the elbow of WeUiogtoii Channel, and betvieaB 
Gfiffith'a liland and dqw* Bmuiy, where a aattowing atndt^ 
and tha oroafr'tido of the ohaimdl towaida the Amertoaa eoat^ 
tie up the broad Hoee Ibmed in the great watar^pace weal of 
that point ; aud Iiistly, ii shiillar choke takes place, apparently 
off tlie S. W. extreme of Melville Island. 

Failing in barriere, these Job's comforters dismiss the 
■ttl^eet by awallowuig up tbe Ereboa" and ^Terror," hoU^ 
aiMla, eaOa, and etew. In aoma especially iaftmal tampeal or 
ooBViiiaSoii exeonted for the oeeaaion: they— -the JoVa eom^ 
fbrters — have no similar case to adduce in proof of such a 
catastrophe. Every body who goes to the frozen regions 
telhi of the hairbreadth escapes and imminent dangers attend* 
ant OB Aretio nayigatlon. I am iiee to aoknowiedge, I faava 
Spiled the agony" lo make my work aell. Behold the *«Pio^ 
aaat^ in a nip in Melfille Bay ; tha Reaohite" thomping 
tha pack off Griffith's Island ; the Assistance ' holding on to 
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«flo»«ed|» witb % moving one tlnwrtoinf to mk hsr; Md 

the " Intrepid" on the slope of an iceberg, high and dry : yet 
al] are safe and sound in Woolwich dockyard ; the briffs, " Res- 
coo" aod *' Advance," beset for 267 days, drifting during a 
Polar winter 1150 BiiU% Mduniig all possible hardship and 
riatei yet lx>th ftmn^ nd men are iafe end soimd* Ckptaln 
Peimy^ two Tweli^ the Ladj Fittnklin'' end S<H>likH'' if 
Mr figure^Iieads eoald t^Mek, wodd ^% tele iiiilbld.'* Not 
the most cxtniordinary part of their advonlurL'S wiis, being 
caught iu a gale in a bay on the coast of Greenland, and being 
tooed by a moving k^eberg Uirough a field of ice full three 
te( llnoky the reaeeh leering end plungiiig thioi^ it; yife 
tbqr are all safe end eoimdL • The <*NofthStar,^the '^Entee- 
priae," and Investigator," and fiirther heok, the '^Terror,** 
farther still, the "Dututlira" and "Trent," have, with many 
more we could enuiuerate, seen no ordinary Arctic dangers ; 
but, thanks to a merciful rrovidesoe, unattended with lose 
of li£a. Why, therefore^ in the name of charity, eonaign 
those ^lAo ace dear to ue, as relatives, friends^ or coon try. 
men, to andden deetfa in the dark waters of Lanoaster Sound 
or Baffin's Bay. No one who knew the men of that gallant 
squadron would so libel the leader, or lils olficers, as to sup- 
pose them to have turned back when at the threshold of 
thahr labowrat if he does so, he does them foul injustiosw 
And agiunst aach I appeal, Sn the name of that hnmaaity 
whieh wae never invoked in vain in a GfariatlaD land. 

Give the loet ones the benefit of the doubt, if tiiere is one 
on your minds. Let not selfish inditlerence to your fellow- 
creatures' fate induce you to dismiss the question by adopting 
any of the liorrible opinions to whieh uu&eling men have 
given ntteaaaee. True it is^ they are in sad peril ; true it iS| 
4hey have anfieied long and xnnoh ; tine it is, that many may 
have idkn by the wny : hot the remnant, howevwr amall, of 



iBttiiHiltljr and dearly, will deipaSr not, but, trasttng in their 

God, their Queen, aiid country, they will ding to hope with 
life's hUeit breath. 

They have done their duty : let us not be wanting in oui^ 
The rescue of Fnoklin'e equadron, or the eolutiock of their 
frte^ entMls no extraordlnirj risk of li& thii part of 
ihAse employed la the eearciL Jnearenoee lo any amouBt^ 
and I speak from a knowledge of the fact — may be effected 
in the various iuisiirarice offices in London with a lijjhter 
premium tiian is demanded fur the Bights of Benin or Beik 
§aL This is a pretty good test, and a eomd practical one^ 
too, of the inuob-taiked<kf dangers of Polar nav^ation. Shipa 
are often lost ; bnt the Teiy floe -which bj its preaattre aiiikt 
the Tcssel savee the crew. 

In short, we have every thing to stimulate Arctic explo- 
ration. No loss of life; (for franklin it will be time enough 
to mourn when we know he is not of the living ;) the \s on^ 
derfiU proofs lately acquired of a Polar sea ; the undoiibted 
axtetenee of animal lifo in regions which were previously 
tnpposed to be inospabie of supporting animal life; iSm 
result of the deeply philosophical inquiries of the talented 
ge<)^n apher, Mr. Peterman, which seem to establish tiie fiict 
of an open Polar sea during the severest season of the year; 
and lastly, the eintenoe of Esquimanz m a hiah notlhem 
latitude m Baffin's Bay, who appear to be eo Isolated, and ao 
tmeonneeted with thdr brethrsn of Sooth Greenland, as to 
justify us in connectinst them rather with the iiiimerous 
ruined habitations found westward as far as Melville Island, 
and lead the mind to speculate upon sonie more northern 
r region,^80ine tmm mco^tte, yet to be visitad by ns^ 
eaa o ura g e a na, aye, uiges os not to halt ui oar espUv 
latioB. HnnaaBUy and soiencB are- miitsd in the eanaes 
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where one falters, let a love for the other «iiootmigft us to 

persevere. 

Franklin and hb n\atchless fQllowers need no eulogy 
from me ; the sufiferiDgs they must have undergone, the mys- 
tery that hangs over them, are on every tongue in every 
dvilized land. 

The blooming child lisps Franklin's name, as with glis- 
tening c}e arid greedy ear it hears of the wonders of the 
Norlh, and the brave deeds there done. Youth's bosom 
glows with generous emotion to emulate the fame of him 
who has gone where none as yet have followed. And who 
amongst us does not feel his heart throb Aster in recalling 
to reeollection the calm heroism of the veteran leader, who, 
when about to eater the unknown regions of which Welling- 
ton Channel is the portal, addressed his crews in those solemn 
and emphatic words of Holy Writ, — ^his motto, doubtless,—- 
^ Choose ye this day whom you will serve and found in 
that blissful choice his strength and his endurance. 

To rescue even one life were surely well worthy our best 
endeavours; but if it so please an all-merciful Providence 
that aid should reach Franklin's ships too late to save even 
that one, yet would we have fulfilled a high and imperative 
duty : and would it be no holy satisfaction to trace the last 
resting-place of those gallant spirits 1 to recover the records, 
there assuredly to be fi>ttnd, of their manly struggle, under 
hardships and difficulties, in achieving that North-west Pas- 
sage, in the execution of which they had laid down their 
lives? and to bring back to their surviving relatives and 
friends those last kind messages of love, which show that 
mneere affection and stem sense of duty sprang from one 
source in their gallant and generous hearts % 

Yes, of course it would. Then, and not till then— taking 
this, the gluumiest view of the subject — shall we have done 
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our dotf toward* tlie eaptaitiS) offieBra^ and erew« of Hdt 

Majesty's ships ** Erebus'* and Terror and then, and uofc 
until then, of their honoured leader we may satulj say : — 

"His soul to Him who gaveitroMf 
God led its lono; repose, 

Its glorious rest! 
And though the warrior^ ran hM aety 
Iti light tlMa Hagar roaoid na 
BtlgliMatoWUattr 
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